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	76/1. 
 The Council recommends to the Conference that Standing Orders be amended to limit the number of presbyters, presbyteral probationers, deacons and diaconal probationers who are managing trustees of Local Churches.


Summary of Content
	Subject and Aims


	To inform the Methodist Council of ongoing work by the Law and Polity Committee and Connexional Team staff in response to the Conference decisions on Circuit constitutions and to obtain the response of the Council to proposals.
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	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)


	Modified Circuit Constitutions, Report 35 2011 Conference 
Modified Circuit Constitutions, MC/12/44

	Consultations 


	Law and Polity Committee


Summary of Impact 

	Standing Orders


	Amended Standing Orders will be brought to the Conference in 2013

	Legal including impact on other jurisdictions
	The Law and Polity Committee will be considering the potential legal implications of amendments to trusteeship of the Local Church.


Modified Constitutions

1. Background

In the 2011 Conference report ‘Modified Circuit Constitutions’, the need to provide a modified circuit constitution to ensure legality and affirm connexionalism, as well as to encourage good practice, was addressed.  
The Conference recommended that the Council undertake further work to explore reducing the categories of office-holders who are required to be managing trustees in a Church Council or Circuit Meeting.
At the Council in March 2012 a recommendation was made to the Conference that the Standing Orders be amended to remove the requirement for presbyters and deacons (including supernumeraries) who are not appointed to the Circuit to be managing trustees of Church Councils or Circuit Meetings.   Amendments to the Standing Orders for Circuit Meetings have been drafted to implement the recommendation of the Council and these amendments will be taken to the 2013 Conference.  

2. Officeholders as Managing Trustees on Church Councils

Under SO 610 officeholders on Church Councils are either those appointed to the Circuit or those with pastoral responsibility for the Local Church.  Supernumeraries will only be members of the Church Council of Local Churches if they are undertaking pastoral work in a designated Local Church.

In seeking to implement the recommendation of the Council, it has become apparent that it is necessary to consider limiting those officeholders who, by virtue of being appointed to the Circuit are de facto, members of all of the Church Councils in a Circuit.
It is suggested that SO 610(4)(i) and (iv) be amended to limit the number of presbyters, deacons and probationers on a Church Council.  The maximum number could be two presbyters and presbyteral probationers and two deacons and diaconal probationers.  SO 610(4)(vii) already provides the scope for other persons from the Circuit Meeting to be appointed to the Church Council where they undertake work in the Local Church.
The Law and Polity Committee will be considering this matter at their meeting on 4 October 2012 and a verbal report from the Law and Polity Committee will be provided to the Council.
It is suggested that the Standing Order could be amended as follows:-
610 Constitution. (1) Subject to Standing Orders 511 and 611, the Church Council shall consist of:

(i) the ministers, […] probationers and workers listed in clause (4) below;

(ii)–(v) [deleted]

(vi) the church stewards;

(vii) the church treasurer;

(viii) the secretary of the Pastoral Committee, where the committee is appointed;

(ix) the secretary of the council;

(x) not less than six representatives nor more than fifteen elected annually by the General Church Meeting, or, where the membership does not exceed 49 and the Church Council so resolves, all members of the Local Church who are willing to serve;

(xi) up to fifteen additional persons appointed by the council to ensure that all areas of the church’s life are adequately represented and in particular that, wherever possible, young people are included in its membership;

(xii) one circuit steward appointed by the circuit stewards.

 S.O. 511 concerns single-church Circuits.

 For the church stewards see S.O. 632–634.

 For the church treasurer see S.O. 635.

 For the General Church Meeting see Section 62.

 (2) Where all members of the Local Church who are willing to serve are to be members of the council under head (x) of clause (1) above the council shall annually enquire which of them are so willing and the result of that enquiry shall establish, for the ensuing year, the list of persons who, while they remain members of the Local Church, are members of the council under that head.

 (2A) (a) The persons eligible for appointment under head (x) of clause (1) above are those who are members in the Local Church or are within category (i) of Standing Order 606(1).

 (b) The persons eligible for appointment under heads (ix) and (xi) of clause (1) above and head (vii) of clause (4) below are those who are members in the Local Church or elsewhere in the Connexion or in another Methodist church or are within category (i) or (ii) of Standing Order 606(1).

 There is no lower age limit for membership of the council, but persons under the age of 18 (16 in Scotland) cannot legally become managing trustees of model trust property, and so are not eligible to vote on managing trustee business.

 (3) The Church Council may invite other members of the Local Church and non-members who are active in the life of the church to attend meetings of the Church Council and shall in particular, wherever possible, encourage young people to do so. Those who thus attend are not members of the council; they are entitled to speak but not to vote nor to propose or second any resolution.

 (4) The ministers, […] probationers and workers referred to in clause (1)(i) above shall be:

(i) the Superintendent and no more than two the […]  presbyters and […]  presbyteral probationers appointed to the Circuit; and appointed to the Church Council by the Circuit Meeting;
(ii) any […]  presbyter or […]  presbyteral probationer not so appointed who has entered into an arrangement to have pastoral responsibility in the Local Church, including any supernumerary undertaking pastoral work under Standing Order 792(2);

(iii) any person residing in the Circuit for the purpose of the stations who is authorised to serve the Church as a […] presbyter under Standing Order 733 and who has been appointed to exercise pastoral charge in the Circuit or pastoral responsibility in that Local Church, and any person having the status of associate […]  presbyter under Standing Order 733A whose functions include the exercise of pastoral responsibility in that Local Church;

(iv) the no more than two deacons and diaconal probationers appointed to the Circuit and appointed to the Church Council by the Circuit Meeting;

(v) any deacon or diaconal probationer not so appointed who has entered into an arrangement to exercise leadership of the pastoral care, worship and mission in the Local Church, including any supernumerary undertaking pastoral work under Standing Order 792(2);

(vi) any person residing in the Circuit for the purpose of the stations who is authorised to serve the Church as a deacon under Standing Order 733 and who has pastoral responsibility in that Local Church, and any person having the status of associate deacon under Standing Order 733A whose functions include undertaking pastoral work in that Local Church and

(vii) such persons, if any, as the Church Council judges it appropriate to appoint from among those employed under Standing Order 570 by the council, or by the Circuit Meeting in work in the Local Church.

 The Superintendent is separately named because it is possible that he or she is not appointed to the Circuit; see S.O. 785(3)(b).
The Council will be requested to consider the possibility of reducing the number of officeholders who are managing trustees of Church Councils by limiting the number of presbyters , deacons and probationers who are on Church Councils by virtue of them being appointed to the Circuit.  
***RESOLUTIONS
76/1.  
The Council recommends to the Conference that Standing Orders be amended to limit the number of presbyters, presbyteral probationers, deacons and diaconal probationers who are managing trustees of Local Churches.
