

MC/13/22
Ecumenical Associate Members of the Conference in 2014 and subsequent years
Basic Information

	Contact Name and Details
	The Revd Neil A Stubbens  stubbensn@methodistchurch.org.uk  020 7467 3520 Connexional Ecumenical Officer

	Status of Paper
	Final

	Action Required
	Decision

	Draft Resolutions
	See below.


Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims


	The appointment of the ecumenical associate members of the Conference.

To clarify the churches and Christian bodies that are eligible to appoint associate members of the Conference.

To establish the basis for inviting other churches and Christian bodies to make such appointments.

	Main Points


	For the purpose of S.O. 107(1)(i), the following be the ecumenical bodies and associations in Great Britain of which the Methodist Church is a member:

Action for Churches Together in Scotland (ACTS), Churches Together in England (CTE), Cytûn (Churches Together in Wales), Free Churches Group (FCG), Free Church Council of Wales (FCCW)

The ecumenical associate members are able to contribute to the process of ‘Christian Conferring’ through which the Conference fulfils its responsibilities and this should be the key factor in determining which other churches and Christian bodies be invited to appoint an associate member.

The Council recommend to the Conference that the following churches and Christian bodies be invited to appoint associate members of the Conference in 2014: 
The Church of England, The United Reformed Church, The Baptist Union of Great Britain, The Church of God of Prophecy, An Orthodox Church, Pioneer

	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)


	Section H of the Ecumenical Committee’s report to the Conference in 1989 (Agenda, pp.558-561).

List of Associate Members of the Conference (1991-2013), produced from Conference Agendas 1990-2012.
MC/12/59: Ecumenical Associate Members of the Conference in 2013 and subsequent years

	Consultations 

	The Ecumenical Stakeholders’ Forum
The Faith and Unity Coordinator of the Baptist Union of Great Britain
National Ecumenical Officer and Secretary to the Department for Dialogue and Unity at the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales


Summary of Impact 
	External (e.g. ecumenical)
	A slight decrease in the number of ecumenical associate members of the Conference from the Baptist Union of Great Britain and the Roman Catholic Church. 

A greater number of ecumenical associate members of the Conference from other churches and Christian bodies.


Ecumenical Associate Members of the Conference in 2014 and subsequent years
1. Introduction
1.1 Each year, the Methodist Council recommends to the Conference which other churches and Christian bodies it shall determine to invite to appoint associate members, and in what numbers, to the next or next but one Conference.
 The ‘other churches and Christian bodies’ are to be ‘members of an ecumenical body or association in Great Britain of which the Methodist Church is also a member’.

1.2 The Conference in 1989 adopted a report which recommended:

· six churches and other Christian bodies be invited to appoint a representative each year;

· the Church of England and the United Reformed Church be invited to appoint a representative each year;

· the Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales and the Baptist Union of Great Britain be invited to appoint a representative for two years in succession and then stand down for a year;

· other churches on the list be invited to send a representative normally for two years in succession without an indication being given of when they will be invited again.

1.3 For more than twenty years, invitations have been issued to other churches and Christian bodies broadly in line with these recommendations. The Conference in 2012 agreed to invite the following to appoint associate members of the Conference in 2013:

The Church of England

The United Reformed Church

The Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales

The Lutheran Council of Great Britain

The Scottish Episcopal Church

The Church of God of Prophecy
1.4 The Conference in 2013 will be the second successive Conference to which the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, the Lutheran Council of Great Britain, and the Scottish Episcopal Church have been invited to appoint an associate member. It is the first Conference to which the Church of God of Prophecy has been invited to appoint an associate member.
1.5 At its meeting in March 2012, the Council had report MC/12/59 before it and adopted Resolution 59/2, namely: 
The Council directs the Connexional Ecumenical Officer to review the list of other churches and Christian bodies that could be invited to appoint associate members to the Conference and the basis for making such invitations, and to report to the Council in January 2013.
The remainder of this report seeks to establish the list of other churches and Christian bodies that could be invited to appoint associate members of the Conference, to discuss the basis for making such invitations, and to make recommendations about how frequently such invitations be made to particular churches and Christian bodies.
2. The list of other churches and Christian bodies
2.1 Since 1989, the ecumenical bodies and associations in Great Britain have changed. It is, therefore, essential to clarify their identity and it is recommended that, for the purpose of S.O. 107(1)(i), the following be the ecumenical bodies and associations in Great Britain of which the Methodist Church is a member:

Action for Churches Together in Scotland (ACTS)

Churches Together in England (CTE)
Cytûn (Churches Together in Wales)

Free Churches Group (FCG)

Free Church Council of Wales (FCCW)
2.2 Appendix 1 lists the current members of these bodies and associations.
 It also indicates which of them were included in section H of the Ecumenical Committee’s report to the Conference in 1989 and which of them is a member of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI).
2.3 It is worth noting that this is a much longer list than the one adopted in 1989;
 it reflects the changed and developing ecumenical scene in Britain, particularly the increasingly diverse membership of CTE.
2.4 In addition to being listed according to membership of an ecumenical body or association, each church or Christian body has been allocated to a ‘group’ reflecting its ecclesial ‘family’ or ‘tradition’.

3. The basis for inviting other churches and Christian bodies to appoint associate members of the Conference
3.1 In 2006, the Conference received a report of the Conference Review Group.
 It then adopted the opening section entitled ‘The Purpose of the Methodist Conference’
 which concluded:
The Review Group … recommends that the primary purpose of the Conference is to engage in Christian Conferring in order to discern the will of God and then to formulate and oversee ways in which the whole Connexion can respond to that will.
 This purpose should inform and influence everything that the Conference does.
3.2 The ecumenical associate members are able to contribute to this process of ‘Christian Conferring’ through which the Conference fulfils its responsibilities
 and this should be the key factor in determining which other churches and Christian bodies be invited to appoint an associate member. Various considerations could be taken into account, including:
· the nature of the relationship between the Methodist Church and another church or Christian body;

· the ways in which another church or Christian body shares or might share with the Methodist Church in its life and mission;
· the business expected to be before the Conference in any particular year (in as much as it is known 15 months or more in advance);
· the desire to have representation from a diverse range of ecclesial ‘families’ or ‘traditions’;
· the desire to have representation from ecumenical partners relating to different parts of the Connexion; and

· the location of the Conference.

3.3 As noted above, the Ecumenical Committee’s report to the Conference in 1989 recommended that each year both the Church of England and the United Reformed Church be invited to appoint an associate member of the Conference and that two in every three years both the Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales and the Baptist Union of Great Britain be invited to appoint an associate member of the Conference. This means that, in any three year period, 10 out of the 18 ecumenical associate members of the Conference are appointed by these four partners. The recommendations in paragraphs 4.1 and 4.2 maintain the status quo for the Church of England and the United Reformed Church and the recommendations in paragraphs 4.3 and 4.4 slightly reduce the frequency of invitations to the Baptist Union of Great Britain and the Roman Catholic Church. 

3.4 The 1989 report also recommended that other churches on the list should be invited to send a representative normally for two years in succession and that they are ‘nationally representative’. Despite the now much longer list of eligible churches and Christian bodies, it is thought appropriate to continue this practice and to make it clear in the letter of invitation that it is hoped the same person will be appointed for both years. The recommendation in paragraph 4.5 covers these other invitations.
4. Recommendations about invitations
It is recommended that:

4.1 The Church of England continues to be invited to appoint an associate member of the Conference every year for the following reasons:
· the two churches share in a covenant relationship which is manifested in various ways in the churches’ life and mission at all levels;

· the two churches work together in various ways at a connexional/national level, including the Methodist-Anglican Panel for Unity in Mission and Safeguarding, and consultation takes place between senior leaders and officers;

· the Church of England invites the Methodist Church to appoint an observer to attend each meeting of its General Synod;
· the two churches are involved in a considerable number of Local Ecumenical Partnerships and there is growing interest in the establishment of ecumenical partnerships in extended areas.
4.2 The United Reformed Church continues to be invited to appoint an associate member of the Conference every year for the following reasons:

· the two churches share in a relationship which is manifested in various ways in the churches’ life and mission at all levels;

· the two churches work together in various ways at a whole-church level, including the Joint Public Issues Team, the Strategic Oversight Group, the Methodist-URC Liaison Group, the Methodist/URC Inter Faith Relations Group, make some joint appointments (eg, the Rural Officer and the Executive Officer of the Joint Property Strategy Group);

· the URC invites the Methodist Church to appoint a member of its General Assembly and a member of its Mission Council;

· the two churches are involved in a considerable number of Local Ecumenical Partnerships and a number of ecumenical/united areas.

4.3 The Baptist Union of Great Britain be invited to appoint an associate member of the Conference twice in any four year period
 for the following reasons:

· the Union, its Regional Associations, and its member churches share in relationships with the Methodist Church which are manifested in various ways in their life and mission at all levels;

· the Union and the Methodist Church at a connexional level work together in various ways, including the Joint Public Issues Team;

· the Union regularly invites the Methodist Church to appoint an observer to attend its Council; 

· the two churches are involved in many Local Ecumenical Partnerships.

4.4 The Roman Catholic Church, through either the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales or the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland, be invited to appoint an associate member of the Conference twice in any four year period
 for the following reasons:

· the Roman Catholic and Methodist Churches share in a relationship which is manifested in various ways in the churches’ life and mission at all levels;

· the British Methodist-Roman Catholic Dialogue Commission is long-standing and relates to the International Commission for Dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Methodist Council;

· the two churches are involved in many Local Ecumenical Partnerships.
4.5 According to the considerations set out in paragraphs 3.2 and 3.4 above, other churches and Christian bodies on the list be invited to appoint an associate member of the Conference normally for two successive years.
5. Conference 2014
On the basis of the above recommendations, it is proposed that the Council recommends to the Conference that the following bodies be invited to appoint associate members of the Conference in 2014:
The Church of England
The United Reformed Church
The Baptist Union of Great Britain

The Church of God of Prophecy
 
An Orthodox Church

Pioneer

*** RESOLUTIONS
22/1
The Council receives the report and adopts the principles for inviting associate members of the Conference as set out in sections 3 and 4 of the report.

22/2
The Council recommends to the Conference in 2013 those bodies listed in paragraph 5 as bodies to be invited to appoint associate members of the Conference in 2014.
Appendix 1
	Church or Christian body
	ACTS
	CTE
	Cytûn
	FCG
	FCCW
	1989
	CTBI
	Group

	Antiochian Orthodox Church
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	O

	Apostolic Pastoral Association
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	P/C

	Assemblies of God
	
	(
	
	(
	
	
	
	P/C

	Baptist Union of Great Britain
	
	(
	
	(
	
	(
	(
	B

	Baptist Union of Wales
	
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	B

	Cherubim and Seraphim Council of Churches
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	(
	Ot

	Christ Apostolic Church
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	P/C

	Church in Wales
	
	
	(
	
	
	(
	(
	A

	Church of England
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	(
	A

	Church of God of Prophecy
	
	(
	
	(
	
	
	(
	P/C

	Church of Scotland
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	(
	R/L

	Church of Scotland: Presbytery of England
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	R/L

	Church of the Nazarene
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	W/M

	Churches in Communities International
	
	(
	
	(
	
	
	
	P/C

	Congregational Federation
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	C

	Coptic Orthodox Church
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	O

	Council of Lutheran Churches
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	(
	R/L

	Council of African and Caribbean Churches
	
	(
	
	(
	
	(
	(
	P/C

	Council of Oriental Orthodox Churches
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	(
	O

	Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	Ot

	Elim Pentecostal Church
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	P/C

	Evangelical Lutheran Church of England
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	R/L

	Evangelische Synode Deutscher Sprache in Großbrittannien
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	R/L

	Exarchate of Orthodox Parishes of the Russian Tradition in Western Europe (Ecumenical Patriarchate)
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	O

	Fellowship of Churches of Christ
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	Ot

	Free Church of England
	
	(
	
	(
	
	
	
	Ot

	Free Methodist Church
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	W/M

	German Speaking Lutheran Church (in South and West Wales)
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	R/L

	Greek Orthodox Church: Oecumenical Patriarchate
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	(
	O

	Ground Level
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	P/C

	Ichthus Christian Fellowship
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	P/C

	Independent Methodist Churches
	
	(
	
	(
	
	(
	(
	W/M

	International Ministerial Council of Great Britain
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	P/C

	Joint Council for Anglo-Caribbean Churches
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	Ot

	Mar Thoma Church
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	Ot

	Moravian Church
	
	(
	
	(
	
	(
	(
	Ot

	New Testament Assembly
	
	(
	
	(
	
	(
	(
	P/C

	New Testament Church of God
	
	(
	
	(
	
	
	(
	P/C

	Old Baptist Union
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	B

	Pioneer
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	P/C

	Presbyterian Church of Wales
	
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	R/L

	Redeemed Christian Church of God
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	P/C

	Religious Society of Friends
	(
	(
	(
	
	
	(
	(
	Ot

	Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales
	
	(
	(
	
	
	(
	(
	RC

	Roman Catholic Church in Scotland
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	(
	RC

	Russian Orthodox Church (Moscow Patriarchate)
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	(
	O

	Salvation Army
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	Ot

	Scottish Episcopal Church
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	(
	A

	Seventh-day Adventist Church
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	
	Ot

	South Wales Baptist Association
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	B

	Trans-Atlantic and Pacific Alliance of Churches
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	P/C

	Union of Welsh Independents
	
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	C

	United Free Church of Scotland
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	(
	R/L

	United Reformed Church
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	R/L

	Wesleyan Holiness Church
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	(
	W/M

	Wesleyan Reform Union
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	W/M


Groups:
A
Anglican

B
Baptist

C
Congregational

O
Orthodox

Ot
Other
P/C
Pentecostal/Charismatic

R/L
Reformed/Lutheran

W/M
Wesleyan/Methodist

� Standing Order (S.O.) 107(2).


� S.O. 107(1)(i).


� It includes the Seventh-day Adventist Church (a member church of CTE listed by that body as an ‘observer’) and category A but not category B members of Cytûn.


� Those churches and Christian bodies listed in the 1989 report and omitted from this list are: African Methodist Episcopal Church, Afro-West Indian United Council of Churches, Baptist Union of Scotland, Calvary Church of God in Christ, Christian Brethren, and Congregational Union of Scotland. 


� It is acknowledged that such groupings cannot be precise. In the 1989 report, the list of 32 churches and Christian bodies was divided into seven groupings, of which some were ‘ecclesial’, one was ethnic, and others were ‘geographical’; ie: ‘Anglican’; ‘Roman Catholic’; ‘Orthodox’; ‘Black-led churches’; ‘Other churches: membership mainly in England’; ‘Other churches: membership mainly in Wales’; ‘Other churches: membership mainly in Scotland’.


� ‘The Review of the Conference’ in Agenda (2006), pp.317-352 (Resolution 41/1; Daily Record 7/7/1).


� Ibid, paras 1-7 (Resolution 41/2; Daily Record 7/7/1).


� Ibid, para 7 (p.319).


� See Deed of Union 14(4)(c), the section on Associate members in the report of the ‘Commission on Conference’, in Agenda (1996), pp.98-100,  and the section on The Conference in ‘Expectations of Various Groups’, Agenda (2012), p.19f.


� When the Conference met in Edinburgh in 2006, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Scotland was invited to appoint an associate member.


� This recommendation, involving a reduction from two in three to two in four years, has been discussed with the Faith and Unity Coordinator of the Baptist Union of Great Britain.


� This recommendation, involving both a reduction from two in three to two in four years and the possibility of inviting the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Scotland to appoint an associate member of the Conference, has been discussed with the National Ecumenical Officer and Secretary to the Department for Dialogue and Unity at the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales.


� It has not been invited to appoint an associate member for 2013.


� It has been invited to appoint an associate member for 2013 on the pattern of normally sending a representative for two years in succession.


� This will require consultation with appropriate people in the Orthodox Churches.


� The Methodist Church sponsored Pioneer’s application for membership of CTE.





