MC/08/15

Archives and History Committee: Report to the Methodist Council

1. The committee held its annual meeting in November 2007 at the refurbished Deansgate premises of the John Rylands University Library of Manchester. The committee was very impressed by the appearance and general facilities of the building, although some issues about reader services remain to be resolved.

2. The committee noted a series of successful events held to mark the Methodist anniversaries in 2007. It was also reported that the 2007 Christmas stamps will follow the theme of ‘Hark! The herald-angels sing’.

3. The SRC initiative on the co-ordination, resourcing and management of heritage sites was warmly welcomed and supported by the committee.

4. The committee was pleased to note the gift to the Methodist Church of an original John Wesley letter.

5. It was agreed to recommend to the Council that the Treligga injunction, currently in the care of the Property Committee, should be transferred to the Cornwall Record Office at Truro for conservation and permanent deposit, with a digital copy to be held at the Methodist Archives and Research Centre at the JRULM.

6. The MMS History Project continues to make steady progress.

7. A grant under SO 212(11) was approved for facilities to store conserved banners at Mow Cop (£1868).

8. Concern was registered about the retention and storage of modern records at MCH.

9. The Council is asked to appoint the following as the committee for the ensuing connexional year:

The Revd Dr Martin Wellings; The Revd David Gamble; Mr John H. Lenton; The Revd Colin C. Short; The Revd Donald H. Ryan; Mr Keith Rothery; Miss Christine Stark; Ms Heather Carson; Dr Peter S. Forsaith; Professor Edward Royle; Mrs Susan Howdle; Mr Philip Thornborow; plus co-opted representatives from JRULM, SOAS and MCH.

Martin Wellings (Chair)

John H. Lenton (Convener).

Reasoned Statement:

Mr Philip Thornborow: appointed as Connexional Archives Liaison Officer in November 2007, following advertisement and interview. Mr Thornborow is District Archivist for the Northampton District.

