MC/07/99

The Methodist Council

Audit Committee Appointments

· In line with the Audit Committee (AC) Charter, three members are due to retire by the end of 2008.  In order to maintain an appropriate level of experience during this transitional period, Bob Gillingwater has agreed that he will retire from the Committee in 2007, and Malcolm Pearson and Iain Farquhar in 2008.

· We are very grateful to Bob, Malcolm and Iain for their commitment and contributions since the Committee was first established, and the support they have given to me as Chair.

· Earlier in the year we advertised for replacements, and the applicants were interviewed by members of the Audit Committee.

· Audit Committee wishes to recommend to Council three excellent candidates, all of whom have the necessary qualifications and experience to make a valuable contribution to the work of the Committee. Each candidate’s experience is different, and in recommending the three candidates, Audit Committee took into account the balance of skills and experience.

· John Chastney is a Chartered Accountant, a partner at Mazars, and has a wealth of experience of audit and specifically audit Committees (on both sides of the table). He has wide charity and not for profit experience and has held positions at both Circuit and District level.

· Peter Mills is a Chartered Accountant working in industry for a small/medium size private company. He has experience of audit as an auditor and auditee (is that a word?). In the past he has held positions in the church right up to Connexional level (Council, F&GP) and has a good knowledge of Methodist structures. He has experience of Charity audits.

· David Teckoe is a Chartered Accountant and Tax partner with Haines-Watts in Oxford. He has audit and some Charity audit experience.  He is currently Circuit Treasurer.

· We have taken up the references provided and all are without exception very positive.

Recommendation

That Council nominates to Conference John Chastney, Peter Mills and David Teckoe as members of the Connexional Audit Committee; the appointments to formally take effect following Conference 2008.
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