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An Anglican - Methodist
Covenant

We, the Methodist Church of Great Britain and
the Church of England, on the basis of our
shared history, our full agreement in the
apostolic faith, our shared theological
understandings of the nature and mission of
the Church and of its ministry and oversight,
and our agreement on the goal of full visible
unity, as set out in the previous sections of our
Common Statement, hereby make the
following Covenant in the form of
interdependent Affirmations and
Commitments. We do so both in a spirit of
penitence for all that human sinfulness and
narrowness of vision have contributed to our
past divisions, believing that we have been
impoverished through our separation and that
our witness to the gospel has been weakened
accordingly, and in a spirit of thanksgiving and
joy for the convergence in faith and
collaboration in mission that we have
experienced in recent years.

AFFIRMATIONS

1. We affirm one another’s churches as true
churches belonging to the One, Holy,
Catholic and Apostolic Church of Jesus
Christ and as truly participating in the
apostolic mission of the whole people of
God.

2. We affirm that in both our churches the
word of God is authentically preached,
and the sacraments of Baptism and the
Eucharist are duly administered and
celebrated.

3. We affirm that both our churches confess
in word and life the apostolic faith
revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set
forth in the ecumenical Creeds.

4. We affirm that one another’s ordained and
lay ministries are given by God as
instruments of God'’s grace, to build up the
people of God in faith, hope and love, for
the ministry of word, sacrament and
pastoral care and to share in God’'s
mission in the world.

5. We affirm that one another’'s ordained
ministries possess both the inward call of
the Holy Spirit and Christ's commission
given through the Church.

6. We affirm that both our churches embody
the conciliar, connexional nature of the
Church and that communal, collegial and
personal oversight (episkope) is exercised
within them in various forms.

7. We affirm that there already exists a basis
for agreement on the principles of
episcopal oversight as a visible sign and
instrument of the communion of the
Church in time and space.

COMMITMENTS

1. We commit ourselves, as a priority, to
work to overcome the remaining obstacles
to the organic unity of our two churches,
on the way to the full visible unity of
Christ's Church. In particular, we look
forward to the time when the fuller visible
unity of our churches makes possible a
united, interchangeable ministry.

2. We commit ourselves to realise more
deeply our common life and mission and
to share the distinctive contributions of our
traditions, taking steps to bring about
closer collaboration in all areas of witness
and service in our needy world.

3. We commit ourselves to continue to
welcome each other's baptised members
to participate in the fellowship, worship
and mission of our churches.

4. We commit ourselves to encourage forms
of eucharistic sharing, including
eucharistic hospitality, in accordance with
the rules of our respective churches.

5. We commit ourselves to listen to each
other and to take account of each other’s
concerns, especially in areas that affect
our relationship as churches.

6. We commit ourselves to continue to
develop structures of joint or shared
communal, collegial and personal
oversight, including shared consultation
and decision-making, on the way to a fully
united ministry of oversight.

Revd John Cole, National Adviser (Unity-in-Mission), Council for Christian Unity,
Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3AZ Telephone: 020 7898 1479
Email: john.cole@c-of-e.org.uk Web site: www.cofe.anglican.org/info/ccu





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


