The Methodist Conference 2010 debated the report and adopted the following section as a position.

7.4.1 that the Methodist Church should affirm the following:

In the belief that peace and reconciliation depend upon justice, fairness and mercy, the Methodist Church has consistently expressed its concern over the illegal Occupation of Palestinian lands by the State of Israel. That Occupation continues not only compounds the state’s illegal and immoral action but also makes any accommodation with the Palestinian people and future peace in the region much less possible. The importance of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in affecting the peace of the whole Middle East, not to say the peace of the world would indicate the responsibility of other nations not to exacerbate the situation by supplying arms to any party. The Goldstone report into the recent conflict in Gaza indicates the seriousness of actions taken by both sides and requires urgent attention if there is to be any progress towards peace. The proposed visa restrictions which limit entry to Palestinian Authority areas damage Israel’s reputation abroad and the current “Citizenship and Entry into Israel” law restricting the residential rights of married couples will lead to separation of such couples or the withdrawal of citizenship for one partner. The Methodist Church, therefore:
● calls upon the government of Israel to end the Occupation and engage in discussion with Palestinian authorities with a view to withdrawal from settlements, which are illegal under international law, and from other occupied areas including East Jerusalem.

● reaffirms its opposition to the Separation Wall that divides families, deprives people of agricultural land and denies Palestinians access to health care and repeats the call of the Methodist Conference for the Separation Wall to be pulled down beginning with, as an urgent first step, the very extensive portions located in occupied Palestinian territory, including in and around East Jerusalem.

● repeats its call for the lifting of the blockade of Gaza which, as highlighted by the UN and aid agencies, is causing great suffering.

● calls for a full arms embargo against all sides in the conflict.

● expresses its objection to the proposed visa regulations limiting entry into Palestinian Authority areas

● expresses its objection to the current laws restricting residential rights for Palestinians and calls upon the government of Israel to rescind them.
 ● expresses its concern that the Goldstone report has been rejected by parties to the Gaza conflict and believes that the recommendations of the report should be implemented in full.

● calls for Muslims, Christians and Jews, wherever they may live within Israel/ Palestine, to be able to freely travel to and peacefully worship at their holy sites.

● reiterates its deep concern that the rights of Palestinian refugees should be upheld. In a complex and ever developing situation, it is important that opinion should be adequately informed. Therefore, the Conference calls upon the Methodist people to keep up to date with information about the situation in Israel/Palestine, to reflect on the theology that is needed to form the basis of a proper Christian  approach to the Israeli- Palestinian problem, and study what it means to be peacemakers in their own context. In listening to Church Leaders and our fellow-Christians in Israel Palestine as well as leaders of Palestinian civil society we hear an increasing consensus calling for the imposition of boycott, divestment and sanctions as a major strategy of on-violent resistance to the Occupation. The Conference notes the call of the WCC in 2009 for an ‘international boycott of

settlement produce and services’116 and calls on the Methodist people to support and engage with this boycott of Israeli goods emanating from illegal settlements (some Methodists would advocate a total boycott of Israeli goods until the Occupation ends).
RESOLUTIONS

14/1. The Methodist Conference receives the report Justice for Palestine and Israel.

14/2. The Methodist Conference adopts the Affi rmation in 7.4.1 as its reply to NOM 226 (2009) “Israel/Palestine Working Group”

14/3. The Methodist Conference commends the report for reflection and action in Local Churches, Circuits and Districts.

14/4. The Methodist Conference affirms and restates its support for

a) the vital work of the World Council of Churches Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme for Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) encourages Methodists to volunteer for the programme and asks Churches, Circuits and Districts to make use of the experience of returning participants

b) Christian Aid and other aid agencies working amongst Palestinians in Gaza,

the West Bank and elsewhere in the region

c) Israelis and Palestinians in all organisations working for justice and peace in the area.

14/5. The Methodist Conference directs the Faith and Order Committee to undertake further work on the theological issues, including Christian Zionism, raised in the report that are needed to guide and support the approach of the Methodist Church to the Israeli/Palestinian situation and to bring a report to Conference.

14/6. The Methodist Conference directs the Connexional Team to resource Churches,

Circuits and Districts in their understanding of and engagement with the issues involved by:

a) providing information on the networks through which they can keep up to date with developments in the Israeli/Palestinian situation

b) making available study materials covering the present situation to include the witness and teaching of Palestinian Christians especially that contained in the Kairos document produced by Palestinian Christian leaders in December 2009.

c) encouraging support for educational events around the Connexion.

14/7. The Methodist Conference directs the Connexional Team to make appropriate representations to the UK Government and the European Commission calling for action to bring to an end the Occupation and the siege of Gaza and for further Government pressure to be applied to allow a process of serious peacemaking to take place that eschews violent conflict.

14/8. The Methodist Conference encourages

a) Districts, Circuits and Churches to support the World Council of Churches week of prayer and action for a just peace in Israel/Palestine at the beginning of June each year and also endorse the Just Peace for Palestine initiative of the Amos Trust

b) the Methodist people:

i. to write to their MPs, MEPs and Government ministers to call for urgent help to be given to those who are suffering as a result of the Occupation

ii. to visit the region of Israel/Palestine with those agencies which will help enable them to meet and engage with Palestinian Christians

iii. to engage in respectful dialogue with Jews and Muslims on this issue.

14/9. The Methodist Conference notes the call of the World Council of Churches in 2009 for an international boycott of settlement produce and services and the support given for such a boycott by Christian leaders in Palestine in the “Kairos” document, Palestinian civil society and a growing number of Jewish organisations both inside Israel and worldwide and calls on the Methodist people to support and engage with this boycott of Israeli goods emanating from illegal settlements.

14/10. The Methodist Conference directs the Methodist Council and the Connexional Team, as a matter of urgency, to consider and develop further ways in which the Methodist Church of Great Britain and its people, in conjunction with both ecumenical, inter-faith and other interested groups, can work for an end to the Occupation, an end to the blockade of Gaza, adherence to international law by

all sides and a just peace for all in the region.

14/11. The Methodist Conference commends all the peoples of the region to the loving care of Almighty God and urges the Methodist people to engage in regular, informed prayer for the needs of the Land of the Holy One.

The full report can be viewed at 
http://www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/conf10a-14-pal-israel-160211.pdf
