Sermon Outline 1 
(1 Corinthians 1:10-18)

In his First Letter to the Corinthians Paul appeals for unity among Christians who are quarrelling about whether Apollos, Paul or Cephas (Peter) is the best teacher/preacher. The Corinthian Christians are judging and ranking them on the basis of their charisma, teaching style, lesson content and methodology. The Corinthians are then declaring themselves as followers of the one they like best.

Are we ever tempted to spend more time listening to one teacher/preacher than another?

Paul warns us that if we become preoccupied with human wisdom and/or focus on the human personalities involved we miss the point! Paul, Peter and Apollos not only share the same gospel message, but they can only help those they teach to learn new things by building on, rather than undermining, the teaching they have already received from someone else. 

Paul argues that just as Christ is not divided, the followers of Christ ought not to be divided either. But how can we achieve unity? Paul’s answer is simple: our priority should be to get to know Jesus and to live according to God’s wisdom rather than our own. 

And how do we get to know Jesus? By listening to and learning from all those who preach the gospel, not just our favourite teacher/preacher.

It is only by learning more about Jesus that we can become “perfectly united in mind and thought” (v10). Interestingly, to illustrate his point, Paul uses a Greek phrase meaning “perfectly joined together” which was used to refer to the setting of broken bones by a physician; the mending of fishing nets; the outfitting of a ship for a voyage; and adjusting the separate parts of a musical instrument.

What do we need to do to be “perfectly joined together” with our sisters and brothers in Christ? 
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Sermon Outline 2
(Psalm 27)

The world can be a troubling place – full of worry and fear. What brings us a sense of lasting peace and security? In what or whom do we really trust? Elected politicians? Television news? Intimate relationships? Retail therapy? Credit cards? Illicit drugs? Expensive holidays?

Or, to put it another way: if we could ask God for one thing (anything!) what would we ask for? Would we, like the psalmist, ask if we could “dwell in the house of the Lord” all the days of our life? Would we think to ask if we could “gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and seek him in his temple”? (v4) 

Even though the psalmist earnestly seeks God he still feels threatened and vulnerable in the face of his enemies. It is sometimes tempting to take an “if you can’t beat them, join them” attitude when confronted with the injustice, hatred and exploitation we see around us. The psalmist resists the temptation to ask to be as powerful and ruthless as his oppressors. On the contrary, he pleads: “Teach me your way, O Lord; lead me in a straight path … Do not hand me over to the desire of my foes.” (v11-12) 

The psalmist resolves to trust in God and spend time with him. So should we.

The psalmist resolves to follow God’s righteous plan for his life and rejects the ways of cruel and wicked people. We should do likewise.
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Sermon Outline 3
(Matthew 4: 12-23)

This scene in Matthew’s gospel opens with the news of that John the Baptist has been put in prison (v12), an indication that opposition to God’s Kingdom (i) has a political as well as a religious dimension; (ii) is growing; and (iii) is, ultimately, heading Jesus’ way.

It might have been tempting for onlookers to have concluded that Jesus’ ministry was over before it had even begun! How might we have responded to the news about John’s incarceration? Would we have gone home feeling bitter and disappointed? Or would we have felt challenged to commit ourselves to carrying on God’s mission?

In November 1942, as Britain was facing its darkest hour in World War II, Sir Winston Churchill gave a speech on the Battle of Egypt in which he said: “Now this is not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning.”

Matthew reminds us that Jesus is not just a successor to John the Baptist, he is the fulfilment of God’s promise to his people. Jesus is not the latest in a long line of prophets stretching back through the Old Testament who point human beings towards God, Jesus is God! 

And when Jesus invites Peter and Andrew to follow him (v19) he is not simply choosing people who will carry the baton forward to the next generation, he is calling them (and us) into a new, exciting, life-changing relationship with God. 
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Sermon Outline 4
(Isaiah 9: 1-7)

This is a royal psalm with a difference. It is not a hymn of praise to the living nor is it a eulogy in honour of the dead; it is, instead, a song which prophetically proclaims the character and deeds of the yet-to-be-born heir to the throne. 

It is a psalm of adoration and hope written in a time of abject despair.

The passage begins by reminding us that Israelites living in the territories of Zebulun and Naphtali had been “humbled” by God (v1). The people in these lands had turned their backs on God and had begun to participate in Canaanite fertility rites and idol worship. In response, God allowed Zebulun and Naphtali to be overrun by the Assyrians. Hence, the land was characterised by “gloom” and “distress” (v1) and the survivors of the Assyrian invasion found themselves “walking in darkness” and “living in the land of the shadow of death” (v2).

But then, just when all seems void of hope, the writer prophesies that God will bring light (v2), joy (v3), liberation (v4), justice and righteousness (v7) to His people. The symbol of this new found hope is a baby:

“For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on  

 his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (v6)

We believe that Jesus Christ is the fulfilment of this Messianic prophecy; 

We believe He is the Light of the World; 

We believe He is the Son of God. 

Jesus is our one true hope and he comes to liberate us all (like the wayward Israelites who had strayed from God’s path) from slavery to sin. He offers light, joy, liberation, justice and righteousness to all who are willing to let go of darkness, gloom and distress and step into His light. 
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