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Visit to Methodist Church The Gambia 3rd – 7th February 2012
The aim of the visit was to strengthen relations between the Gambia and British Methodist Churches and to celebrate the induction of the first Gambian Presiding Bishop – Rev Hannah Faal - Heim.
Also present at the conference were Lord Leslie Griffiths and Rev Norman Grigg. Leslie and I unbeknown to us both arrived Banjul airport on the same flight from London Gatwick. We were picked up and accommodated at the same hotel and later invited to dinner that evening by the ex-lay president Mr Clarke and family.
· Saturday 4th February

Conference started at 9.30am at Wesley Cathedral Banjul with prayers, a hymn and a short sermon. Conference theme was “Called to build” which started on Thursday 2nd February until Saturday 5thFebruary. Saturday sessions were presided over by ex-Presiding Bishop Prof Stephens, Presiding Bishop – Rev Heim, Lay President Mr Davis and Rev Manga as the Secretary of Conference. Reports on Medical services, Agricultural projects, Property management, Methodist Schools, Evangelism, Youth, Women’s Fellowship etc were given and accepted. Also present were the Prelate of MC Nigeria, Bishop Pratt of MC Ghana and Prof Yemba of UMC DR Congo.
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Meeting with Ruth Wilson – Mission Partner
I met with Ruth Wilson at the Conference over lunch and she confirmed that her placement at Gambia is coming to an end in 2012 June because she could no longer extend her career break period beyond four years. I assured her that she could reapply to work as MCB mission partner if she is unable to settle back into education in Northern Ireland due to the many changes implemented in the past years. Issues to do with her pension were discussed and would be followed up when she returns to the UK, She loved her stay and made very good friends in Gambia and wishes to maintain the links even at the end of her teaching service here in Banjul.
Sunday 5th February

Consecration Service of Hannah Faal-Heim as MCTG’s Presiding Bishop 
The service commenced at 9.30am on Sunday 5th February at the Wesley Cathedral, Banjul. The ceremony was well attended by official dignitaries from the Gambian government, the deputy Imam of Gambia, ambassadors, ecumenical representatives, friends, relatives, invited guests and well wishers. Methodist School pupils, members of the Boys’ and Girls’ brigade and invited Bishops also participated.
Hannah was born in Gambia, and was baptized and confirmed at Wesley Church Banjul. She did her secondary education in Sierra Leone and trained as a nurse and midwife in Mount Vernon, Harefield and Uxbridge Hospitals. She later obtained postgraduate qualifications in Adult Education and a Masters degree before lecturing at East London University. She had many years of experience in lay ministry in the Methodist Church Britain followed by thirteen years experience in the ordained ministry.
Rev Leslie Griffith preached followed by Hannah’s consecration and then the Holy Communion service. Lunch was served for everyone and dinner organized by friends and family later in the evening.
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Monday 6th February 2012
We all made a brief courtesy call to the Vice President of the country and then proceeded to visit the Methodist Missions Agricultural Project at Brikama, more than 15 kilometers from Banjul. The Director’s post is funded through the Nationals in Mission Appointment and I met with Mrs Ashcroft who took up the post in December 2011. She presented a report during the conference and drew up strategic plans for the project. The pertinent problem was that funding for the project from the EU ends in February 2012, after which staff salary payment would become an issue. There were few properties on site that could be renovated to generate rental income and one property was made available to volunteers.
MMAP sometimes obtain grants to drill tube wells for communities to assist with small agricultural schemes. Though this is an income generating initiative, few farmers pay for this service. MMAP also hires out its truck, but this service requires more publicity. MMAP wishes to diversify its fruit production from predominantly mango seedlings to others such as guava, papaya, citrus, baobab etc. The suggestion was to ask farmers what they needed and try to meet their demands. 
Lastly the Director wishes to upgrade the production site for jam and chutney to meet higher food hygiene standards and target wider markets in Gambia and beyond.  A short food hygiene course is available in Dakar, Senegal.  
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Meeting with the new Presiding Bishop – Rt Revd Hannah Faal-Heim
I had a meeting with Hannah Heim to reaffirm MCB’s partnership with MC the Gambia and to seek ways of further strengthening it. In the months to come Hannah plans to develop strategic plans and wishes to focus on Education, Agriculture and Health as MCTG mission priorities. We discussed ongoing programmes such as mission partners serving in the Gambia, SALT scholarships, Nationals in Mission Appointments (NMA) and grants schemes. Hannah will represent MCTG at the MCB conference in Plymouth in June/ July 2012.
Thank you

Bunmi Olayisade
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Presiding Bishop of MCTG – Rev Hannah Faal-Heim
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Methodist Mission Agriculture Project – distributing seedlings to communities to promote food security
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Lord Leslie Griffith preached at the consecration service
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Ruth is a MCB/ MMSI mission partner teaching in a Methodist School in Gambia
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Methodist Mission Agriculture Project Director – Mrs Ashcroft (NMA funded)
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Peter and Hannah at MCTG Fourth Annual Conference in Banjul - Gambia











