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Of the 5,025 churches that were open in October 2011, 4,763 reported on the demographics of their 

adult congregations. A rough number of how many of those in each congregation were male/female 

or in each age group was worked out by using the proportions provided by churches in their October 

recording as proportions of the number of Methodist members reported e.g. if a church had 10 

members and reported 60% were female then we would say 6 were female and 4 were male). This is 

a very rough way of working these out but is helpful in giving us a guide to the demographics of the 

UK’s Methodist congregations. An average of about 70% of UK Methodists were reported as being 

female and roughly the same in the Connexion were reported as being over 65 years old (with over 

50% reported as being aged 66-80 years old). 

[Age] 

 

 [District] 

The district with the highest average proportion of 20-40 year olds was London with 15% of their 

adult congregation reported as such – this is much higher than the average for the Connexion which 

was around 7%. Synod Cymru had the lowest proportion with just under a 3% average.  

For 41-65 years, the national proportional average was 24%. Lincoln had the lowest reported 

average for a district with just under 19% whereas London and Shetland were the two districts with 

the congregations made up of the highest proportions of this age group with around 37% of each of 

their congregations reported thusly. Shetland was slightly higher for this age group than London and 

therefore the district with the highest proportion of 41-65 year olds in their congregations. 

The most common age group reported within the adult congregations was 66-80 years old. This age 

group made up over half (51%) of the total national average. London reported the lowest proportion 

for this age group with a 35% district average for congregations. Synod Cymru and Wolverhampton 

were the two highest reported averages for this age group with 58% and 57% respectively.  

Roughly 18% of the national average for adult congregations was reported as being within the over 

80 age group. Shetland was the district with the lowest percentage of over 80s in their congregations 

with 8%. London was the next lowest average percentage reported with around 12.5%. The two 

7% 

24% 

51% 

18% 

National average proportion of age groups 

20-40 years 

41-65 years 

66-80 years 

Over 80 years 



districts with the highest proportions of over 80 year olds were Manchester and Stockport and 

Lincoln and Grimsby with 21 and 22% respectively.  

In total, for all districts, over two thirds (69%) of adults in Connexional congregations were reported 

as being over the age of 65. Unsurprisingly, given that it reported the second lowest proportions of 

the two age groups that make up the over 65s, London has the lowest proportion overall with less 

than half (48%) reported as being aged over 65. Shetland was the next lowest with55%. The two 

districts with the oldest average reported congregations were Lincoln and Grimsby and Synod Cymru 

with 77% each reported in the two age groups for over 65 years old.  
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 [Circuits] 

The three circuits with the highest reported percentages of 20-40 year olds making up their adult 

congregations were Liverpool city centre, Barnet and Queensbury and West London Mission. The 

second two are both in the London district, and the first is within the Liverpool district. Their 

proportions were 75%, 39% and 43% respectively, all much much higher than the national average 

of 7% for this age group. There were 15 circuits that had an average of 1 or less per cent of their 

reported adult congregations as age 20-40 years. These circuits were found within 8 districts with 

York and Hull laying claim to 3 of the circuits with particularly low proportions of 20-40 year olds 

reported.  

With the national average of 24% of congregations being made up of 41-65 year olds, there are still 

many circuits where the average for the circuit is significantly higher or lower than this figure. For 

example, 40 of the 459 circuits reported an average of 15 or less per cent with the lowest reported 

for a circuit average in this age group being Ulverston (with Ambleside and Windermere) in Cumbria 

with just under 4%. However, there were also 62 circuits where the average proportion of 41-65 

year old adults was 35% or higher and the four highest reporting over 60% of their congregations 

thusly – the highest being Victoria and Chelsea in London with 75%. London had a second circuit in 

the top 4 for this age group with 62% in London Mission (North West). 

Although the next age group of 66-80 years accounted for over half of the national average, there 

were still 30 circuits where this age group made up 30% or less of their congregational average. The 

circuit with the lowest proportion within their congregations of this age group was West London 

Mission, in the district of London with only 2% - this is unsurprising as this circuit has already 

reported particularly high proportions in the 2 previous, younger age brackets, which combined, 

accounted for 97% of this circuit’s congregational population. There were 26 circuits that reported 

proportions of 65% or higher for this age group with the highest being in Lanarkshire in Scotland, 

which reported nearly 83% of their congregations were made up of those aged 66-80.  

60 circuits had averages of 9% or less in the over 80 age group, which is less than half of the national 

average, the lowest two circuits both being in the district of Scotland in Lanarkshire and Inverness 

where the average proportion of people in their congregations aged 80+ was 0. Both of these circuits 

were made up predominantly of those aged 66-80. 27 circuits had an average of 30% or higher in 

this age category, with the highest being 63% in East Durham, in the Newcastle-upon-Tyne district.  

There are 19 circuits where the proportion of those aged 65+ (so the older two categories added 

together) is 35% or under, which is around half of the national average. The lowest is West London 

Mission with only 3% of their congregations reported as such. 10% of circuits however (nearly 50) 

report their congregation as being formed of 80% or higher people aged 65 and over. Ulverston 

(with Ambleside and Windermere) has the highest proportion of  those aged 65 in their 

congregations with 95.5% followed closely behind by Gainsborough in Lincoln and Grimsby district 

(94.5), Waveney Valley Ecumenical Partnership in East Anglia (just over 94%) and Filey in York and 

hull district (with 94%).  

 

 



 [Churches] 

There were 4763 churches that reported the gender and age demographics for their adult 

congregations. 2,271 Churches reported that their congregations were made up of 3% or less 20-40 

year olds –  83% of these reported 0% of their congregation was in this age range. There were 810 

churches who reported that the percentage of their congregation in this age range was more than 

double the national average of 7% (15% or higher) and there were two churches that reported their 

adult congregations were entirely made up of those aged 20-40. These were both in the circuit of 

Barnet in London and were Barnet Brookside church and Manor drive church. 

1,362 churches reported that their congregation was less than half (12% or lower) of the national 

average for the age group 41-65. 384 of these reported 0% of their congregation was aged 41-65. 

There were however 423 churches that reported more than double the national average in this age 

group (50% or higher) and there were seven churches that reported their adult congregation was 

solely made up of this age group, al of which were in different districts.  

In the 66- 80 year old age group,  13% of churches reported that their congregation was half of the 

national average (25% or less) whereas 17% reported that their adult congregation as being 75% or 

higher within this age group. There were 62 churches that reported 0% of their congregation were 

aged 66-80, but 79 that reported their congregation was 100% within this age range. 

The national average for proportion of congregations aged over 80 was 18%  - 27.5% of churches 

reported that their congregation was less than half of this (9% or lower) and 478 churches said none 

of their congregation were in this age group. There were however, 28 churches that reported that 

their adult congregation was purely made up of those aged over 80. These were all churches that 

had entered something for the gender demographics question and so it can be presumed that this is 

a genuine report and not that it defaulted to this due to non-entry. 498 churches reported at least 

double the proportion in their congregations being formed of this age group compared to the 

national average (so 36% or higher). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



[Gender] 

 

 [District] 

London reported the largest number of females in their adult congregation, which is unsurprising 

given London has the greatest numbers of attendees and the same is true in reverse for the Shetland 

Isles District – there are less members overall so the fact it has the lowest number of females is not 

unexpected. However, as a percentage of the district, Wales and Darlington have the highest 

proportions of females (around 73%). Synod Cymru has the lowest proportion which inversely 

means they have they congregation made up of the largest number of men proportionally (36% 

male, so still significantly more women than men in this district).  
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National average of proportions of adult 
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[Circuits] 

Although the district with the highest number of females was London, the circuit with the largest 

number was Birmingham – this was the circuit with the largest number of members reported. 

Conversely, Malta had the lowest for both. Proportionally, Gainsborough in the Lincoln and Grimsby 

district has the highest reported percentage of women in their circuit with 94 reported as female. At 

the other end of the spectrum was the circuit of Hull Mission with 30% reported as female which 

means 70% would be male, the largest proportion on men in a congregation of any circuit in the 

Connexion.    

 [Churches] 

Solihull had the largest number of females though there were 123 churches where there was less 

than 1 reported – seemingly often in LEPs where there was only 1 Methodist members. There were 

42 churches that reported their adult congregations were 100% female, 20 that reported 99%. 166 

churches in total reported a female proportion of 91% or higher.  


