
THY KINGDOM COME 2018  
IN THE METHODIST CHURCH



In 2016, the Archbishops’ of Canterbury and 
York issued a simple invitation to the Church of 
England - to pray for more people to come to faith. 
Now, less than 3 years on, Thy Kingdom Come 
has mushroomed into a global ecumenical prayer 
movement for evangelisation.
 
In 2017, the Methodist Church in Britain, and Methodists across 
the globe, took part in Thy Kingdom Come. In 2018, the Methodist 
Church became a key partner in the initiative, with Methodists across 
the Connexion praying that others would come to know Jesus. 

“�I’m�filled�with�joy�at�how�God�is�working�so�
powerfully through this global movement of 
prayer. This year, it really started to feel like 
it was all of us. Anglicans, Roman Catholics, 
Methodists,�Pentecostals…�joining�together�in�
this�one�clear�and�joyful�cry�out�to�God:�send�
your Holy Spirit that we might share Christ’s 
love! When we are united in prayer, it’s a clear 
sign of the Kingdom.” 
ARCHBISHOP JUSTIN WELBY 



THY KINGDOM COME  
AND OUR CALLING 

The Methodist Church’s involvement in Thy Kingdom 
Come helps the Church live out its calling, ‘to 
respond to the gospel of God’s love in Christ and to 
live out its discipleship in worship and mission.’ 

Thy Kingdom Come draws Methodists into Worship, since praying to 
God – whether as individuals, in families, or in church gatherings – is 
the key emphasis of Thy Kingdom Come. 

‘‘ Prayer is the foundation on which the Methodist Church is built 
and�from�which�it�seeks�to�fulfil�its�calling�to�respond�to�the�
gospel of God’s love in Christ and to live out is discipleship in 
worship and mission.” 
(Revd Canon Gareth J Powell)

Thy Kingdom Come also encourages Methodists in Evangelism, as 
prayers between Ascension and Pentecost call God to draw others to 
Jesus. Those who take part in Thy Kingdom Come report a greater 
motivation towards sharing their faith.  



THE IMPACT OF  
THY KINGDOM COME 

We have been deeply moved by stories from churches, 
individuals and families who have been involved in Thy 
Kingdom Come. 

These range from stories of loved ones coming to faith to accounts 
of engaging prayer events, from people being empowered to share 
their faith to the unity that has been built among different churches. 
Thy Kingdom Come has the potential to be long-lasting and life-
transforming.

127�Methodists�filled�in�a�survey�on�the�Thy�Kingdom�Come�website.�
Among those surveyed;

focused their 
prayers on 

friends/family 
members to come 

to know Jesus

felt motivated 
to pray more 

often

planned to be 
involved in some 

way with Thy 
Kingdom Come in 

2019

83%88% 99%

“ I felt more motivated to pray 
and a greater sense of God’s 
activity in the world. I was 
encouraged by the many 
people who got involved. 
On Pentecost Sunday we 
saw God’s Spirit move in our 
church and people stirred by 
the preaching and someone 
came to faith.” 
(Survey Participant)

Over 150,000 Methodist 
prayer guides and worship 

resources were given 
out throughout the 

Connexion.

Thousands gathered 
to worship and pray at 

Methodist Beacon events 
across the country.



A range of prayer and worship events were run in 
Methodist Churches, and five Beacon events took place 
across the Connexion. 

In Leeds, about 2000 people attended  
a Pentecost Party on 20 May. This 
family-friendly event included bouncy 
castles and entertainers, and featured 
Revd Roger Walton, Jill Baker, and 
worship leader Stuart Townend.

At Gwennap Pit, 250 people attended 
a service on the 20 May that focused 
on the coming of the Spirit and prayer 
for others. Contributors included 
Revd Steve Wild, the Christian Bikers 
Association, and Major Stephen White. 

In Oxford, Wesley Memorial Church 
hosted a family-friendly celebration 
on 13 May for about 90 people. 
Contributors included local preacher 
and youth leader Sanya Strachan.

In Truro, ‘Churches Together’ ran 
a Beacon event on 13 May at Truro 
Methodist Church, with about 240 
people attending and others following 
the live-stream. Following a number of 
open air events, the service focused on 
the theme ‘Together for God’s Kingdom.’ 

In London, Westminster 
Central Hall hosted a 
Beacon event on the 
20 May for about 1000 
people, with a further 
35,000 watching the 
live-stream on Facebook. 
Contributors included 
the Revd Canon Gareth 
J Powell, Revd Loraine 
N Mellor, Archbishop 
Justin Welby, Pastor Agu, 
and worship leader Pete 
James. 



While a number of general Thy Kingdom Come 
resources are available, specific resources were also 
produced for Methodists; 

• Waiting in Wonder, a prayer guide 
written by Revd Michaela Youngson 
and featuring images from the 
Methodist Art Collection. 

• Resources for Prayer and Worship, 
written and compiled by Revd 
Catherine Dixon for use across the 
Connexion. 

• A New Room Video featuring Revd 
Canon Gareth J Powell reflecting on 
prayer at the New Room, Bristol.  

• A Video Conversation between 
Revd Canon Gareth J Powell and 
Archbishop Justin Welby on Thy 
Kingdom Come. 

• Video interviews with Methodists 
on prayer and Thy Kingdom Come. 
Speakers included Revd Loraine N 
Mellor, Revd Michaela Youngson, 
Sanya Strachan, Deacon Ramona 
Samuel, Rachel Lampard, Revd Paul 
Wood, Revd Nigel Cowgill, and Jill 
Baker.  

The written resources were distributed across the 
Connexion, and – along with other TKC resources – 
are available for order from  
www.cpo.org.uk/thykingdomcome 

The videos can be viewed at  
www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/prayer/ 
thy-kingdom-come/about-thy-kingdom-come 

A network of twenty-four champions also helped 
promote TKC across the Connexion. 

“ I was thrilled to be a  
contact for my District and 
so had many stories shared 
with me.” 
(Survey Participant)
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STORIES OF  
TRANSFORMATION

We have received numerous stories of transformation and 
testimonies from Methodists who have taken part in Thy 
Kingdom Come. 

‘It had a terrific impact on me: being part of something so big, and international, 
and ecumenical was wonderful for someone who mostly spends her time leading 
worship in tiny rural chapels.’ 

‘‘ I was amazed by specific answers to 
prayer for 1 of my friends I’d pledged 
to pray for… Made me realise I must be 
proactive and emboldened by God’s 
power to change people’s lives and use 
me as a means to bring His Kingdom to 
the unlikely and marginalised.”

“ A church that has previously struggled 
to engage with prayer will now be 
running a weekly prayer group.”

“ I have learnt to love these people more 
while praying for them.”

“ I found the experience exciting. 
Pentecost became a real celebration.”

“ I think that I have become more 
relaxed and confident that it’s OK to be 
praying and to keep praying and that 
TKC helped me to rest in the idea that 
it’s God’s will… and that I’m doing my 
‘job’ by praying and being ready! I’ve 
enjoyed hearing others’ stories from 
around the district too.”

“ I felt more motivated to pray and a 
greater sense of God’s activity in the 
world. I was encouraged by the many 
people who got involved. On Pentecost 
Sunday we saw God’s Spirit move 
in our church and people stirred by 
the preaching, and someone came to 
faith.” 

“ I felt that such focus and sense of connection added to my prayer life which 
sometimes suffers at the demands of day-to-day living. I am still praying for my 5! 
It may be a long haul but Jesus has always expected us to persevere.”



THY KINGDOM COME  
IN 2019

As we continue in our mission to see Methodists participate in 
this period of prayer, our vision for the future is two-fold;

1. That this period of prayer, from 
Ascension to Pentecost, will 
be recognised and adopted by 
Methodists as a time for prayer for 
evangelisation and empowering at 
Pentecost. 

2. That Thy Kingdom Come will 
encourage and inspire Methodists to 
understand their calling to witness 
to the world about the love of Christ 
and, in turn, see lives transformed. 

A number of Thy Kingdom Come Beacon events will take 
place across the Connexion in 2019, and new resources will be 
available to help individuals, families, churches and circuits 
engage in prayer. 



APPENDIX:� 
CASE STUDIES 

The Leeds Beacon event, held in the 
Yorkshire Plus Region, was a family-
friendly Pentecost Party that took place 
on Pentecost Sunday at the John Charles 
Centre for Sport.

The afternoon included a range of 
activities suitable for all ages, including 
bouncy castles, picnic areas, festival 
entertainers, a Lego area, craft tents, 
stalls, and an ice-cream van.

The service had a wonderful 
intergenerational feel and included 
several puppet comperes who hosted the 
afternoon, which appealed to adults as 
well as children!

Worship was led by Stuart Townend and 
the sermon preached by the  
Vice-President of the Conference, Jill 
Baker. Revd Dr Roger Walton and Revd Dr 
Barbara Glasson also spoke during the 
service, which began with showing the 
Thy Kingdom Come New Room video.

The Salvation Army Youth Gospel band 
also performed and a Messy Church 
Service took place, appealing to families 
with small children.

Held on a bright summer’s day, 2000 

people attended the free event.  
“ It was a real delight to be 

part of the planning group 
for the Pentecost Party, such 
energy and imagination 
directed, with the help of TKC, 
into an event which sparkled 
with the Spirit and brought 
two thousand Pentecost 
partygoers, young, old and 
in-between, together in a 
thought-provoking market 
place, a fun-filled festival, and 
a powerful time of prayer and 
praise.” 
Revd Nick Blundell, Yorkshire 
West Mission Enabler and 
chair of the planning group.

FUN, FAMILY-FRIENDLY PENTECOST PARTY -   
LEEDS BEACON EVENT



GWENNAP PIT 
For the last 10 years, there has been a 
special ecumenical Pentecost Sunday 
event organised by Churches Together 
in Cornwall at Gwennap Pit - an open - 
air amphitheatre with a rich Methodist 
heritage.  

This year’s event was held as part of Thy 
Kingdom Come. It was a lovely summer’s 
day with more than 250 people gathered 
together from different denominations.

The service started at 3pm and focused 
on the coming of the Spirit and the call 
to prayer. Prayers were offered for the 
world, for the empowering of the church 
throughout the globe, and for local 
needs and concerns.

Contributors to the service included 
the Chair of District (Revd Steve Wild), 
the Christian Motorcyclists’ Association 
(flying flags during the playing of ‘To 
God be the Glory’), and Major Stephen 
White (Divisional Commander of Devon & 
Cornwall Division of the Salvation Army). 
The service was preceded by community 
hymn singing, and families enjoyed  their 
picnic lunches before the service whilst 
sitting on the grass surrounding the Pit.

The main service was truly celebratory 
catering for all ages with lots of balloons 
which were popular with the children!

This event was ecumenical in nature, and 
included contributions from Quakers, 
Catholics, the United Reformed Church, 
Anglicans and the Salvation Army.

Next year, there are plans for two Beacon 
events - one at Gwennap Pit and the 
other at Liskeard.

“The Beacon events are 
brilliant as they help us to 
celebrate and recognise the 
need for prayer in our world.

The event was truly wonderful – 
not just the main service but the 
communal singing beforehand.

From beginning to end, there 
was a feeling that we were 
surrounded by the Holy Spirit.” 
David H Smith Churches 
Together in Cornwall 
Ecumenical Missioner



www.thykingdomcome.global
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