
WHY YOU SHOULD SUPPORT A DELEGATE TO ATTEND... 

Those who attend the Youth Sports Gathering will be fully trained 

and will receive an accredited physical activity/sports coaching 

certificate. They will return to their sending church/circuit fired up 

with enthusiasm and equipped with the skills and the knowledge 

to use sport or physicality as a way of reaching out to the local 

community, building relationships and sharing faith. They will also 

have had the opportunity to gain experience in the planning, 

organisation and management of sporting events and activities. 

Ongoing support will be available to delegates as they take up 

their roles as Agents of Change – not just from their local church 

but also from an online community of practice and from named 

contacts in the Methodist connexional team. 

WANT TO FIND OUT MORE? 

If you have any questions about the Youth Sports Gathering, 

including enquiries about bursaries for travel, requests for help 

with approaching local churches/circuits for support or any 

concerns at all, please contact John Boyd: 

boydj@methodistchurch.org.uk 

(+44) 07791 425078 
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Would you like to see 

a young adult (or 

young adults) from 

your church/circuit 

equipped to use their 

sporting passion for 

mission and outreach?  

Yes? Then read on... 

3–11 August 
2019, 

Sunderland 

mailto:boydj@methodistchurch.org.uk


WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT? 

Taking place in the North East of England, young people and youth 

workers will gather at the Youth Sports Gathering to develop 

sports coaching, faith sharing and youth work skills. The event will 

bring together participants from across the UK and Europe, aged 

16 - 25. 

Participants will develop coaching and leadership skills and 

explore sport and faith in theory and practice. After the event 

they will be sent back to their local church or circuit as an Agent 

of Change: Sport & Physicality, equipped to run missional 

activities in their local area. Each delegate will be asked, as part 

of the application process, to pledge undertake some form of 

sports ministry project on returning to their local contexts. 

 

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? 

The cost to attend the Youth Sports Gathering will be £210 (€245) 

per delegate, covering accommodation, training, food and local 

transport during the event. Delegates will also be expected to 

cover their own travel costs to Sunderland. Those travelling from 

outside Great Britain, can request a form to apply for a travel 

bursary from the European Methodist Youth Council. 

 

WHAT HAPPENS AFTERWARDS? 

Individuals wanting to take part are asked, as part of the 

application process, to pledge to undertake some form of sports 

ministry project on returning to their local contexts. Some 

examples of pledges are listed below: 

 Organising a sports and faith forum where people can openly 

share about how their sporting life feeds into their faith. 

 Community events or activities that bring together different 

community groups to play sport and build relationships. 

 An educational activity that serves a school or youth group, 

offering coaching in a particular sport. 

 Other – a creative proposal that uses sport in an original way 

to serve the community and/or share faith. 

 

WHAT ROLE SHOULD LOCAL CHURCHES/CIRCUITS PLAY? 

We encourage local churches and circuits to support those 

wishing to attend, in prayer and advocacy as well as financially. 

The sending church/circuit would be expected to provide suitable 

opportunity within their locality for the young people to be able 

to fulfil the requirements of the role as an Agent of Change: Sport 

& Physicality. This would need to include as a minimum: 

 A commitment to host follow-up physicality/sports sessions 

when delegates have returned to local contexts. 

 A commitment to advertising and promoting these events.  

 Providing forums for the young people to be able to share 

their stories in appropriate ways. 

 Working alongside connexional staff to help young people 

explore possible future vocational opportunities.  

 Providing opportunity for those taking part to complete the 

relevant safeguarding courses locally (if not already done). 


