
1.	 	Prayerfully	discern	whether	you	feel	called	to	be	a	part		
of	3Generate

2.	 	Read	and	respond,	in	any	way	you	can,	to	the	children	and		
young	people’s	Manifesto

3.	 	Explore	the	variety	of	3Generate	volunteer	opportunities	
available

4.	 	Check	availability	for	3Generate	weekend	and		
Team	Building	Day

5.	 	Secure	and	confirm	two	references,	including,	where	
appropriate,	your	local	minister		

6.	 Get	applying:		3generate.org.uk/volunteering

7.	 	Register	for	the	Team	Building	Day

8.	 	Encourage	children	and	young	people	to	be	involved	from		
your	local	community

9.	 	Spread	the	word	about	the	event	to	your	local		
worshipping	communities,	and	get	them	involved	and	
excited	about	3Generate

10.	 	Be	present,	have	fun,	make	friends,	grow	in	faith

Volunteers’	
‘to	do’	list to equip, to enable, to encourage

CHILDREN & YOUTH ASSEMBLY
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Volunteers’ ‘to do’ ListVolunteer Resource Package

1.	 	Prayerfully	discern	whether	you	feel	

called	to	be	a	part	of	3Generate

3Generate is the children and youth assembly of 
the Methodist Church. It is a weekend focussed on 
enabling, facilitating, encouraging and listening 
to the voices of children and young people in the 
Church. There is wide potential for different kinds of 
involvement and volunteering opportunities, all of 
which form the vibrant patchwork of the vision and 
work of 3Generate. 

We enjoy having lots of different people involved- 
individuals with a broad range of time, talents and 
gifts. We know how demanding the 3Generate 
weekend can be, so encourage you to prayerfully 
consider what you can offer to the children and 
young people of the Church, whether it be just a 
morning, or the whole weekend, just a small role, or 
a more involved role. All volunteering opportunities 
are hugely valuable, and make a difference in 
realising the vision and facilitating the future of the 
Methodist Church.

3Generate is a wonderful event to be a part of, filled 
with fun, friendship, and faith, and we would love to 
have you on board to be a part of such an important 
weekend for the children and young people of your 
Methodist Church. 

2.	 	Read	and	respond,	in	any	way	you	can,	

to	the	children	and	young	people’s	

Manifesto

The thoughts and feelings of the children and young 
people of 3Generate are captured in their Manifesto, 
which summarises their vision for the Church. This 
includes the hopes they have regarding: how the 
Church engages with all people and all places; the 
welcome the Church offers; the God-centred calling 
of the Church; and the ways in which all are drawn 
together. 

As part of your preparation to volunteer at 
3Generate, we suggest reading through and 
thoughtfully considering the vision of the children 
and young people with whom you will be engaging. 
In working alongside children and young people, 
it is part of your role to encourage, to listen, and 
to facilitate children and young people as they 
articulate their vision for the future.. 

Their Manifesto is a great way to glimpse their vision 
for the Church today!

3.	 Explore	volunteering	opportunities

As an event, 3Generate is brimming with fun, 
friendship and faith. There are a whole host of 
different volunteering opportunities, so there is 
certainly something for you!

Part of the wonderful thing about 3Generate is the 
vibrant diversity of volunteering opportunities. 
There is something for everyone. All come together 
over the weekend to create a successful and positive 
tapestry of facilitation, encouragement and growth 
for everyone involved. Whether you are a musician 
or a sports lover, whether you are a fan of the great 
outdoors or a quiet mentor, whether you are creative 
or prayerful, whether you love performing arts or 
providing hospitality, whether you are logistically 
minded or administratively skilled, there is an 
opportunity for you. 

So get exploring, get asking, and get creative and 
find the best volunteering experience for you!

4.	 	Check	availability	for	3Generate	

weekend	and	Team	Building	Day

The weekend of 3Generate is action-packed and 
inspirational, hard-work and fun. So part of our 
provision for all volunteers is a compulsory training 
session to prepare you for the intensity and the fun 
of the weekend.

The training day (Team Building Day) will be a 
chance to come together as a team, and meet others 
on your team and a chance to understand more 
about the event. 

The training day is a requirement, aiming to equip, 
enable, and encourage you in your volunteering 
work so you can, in turn, equip, enable and 
encourage the children and young people of the 
event. 

5.	 	Secure	and	confirm	two	references

References are very important as we discern and 
create the best volunteering team. References give 
us a glimpse into the real you – a more rounded 
picture than just your name and other hard facts! 
This helps us form better teams – to ensure that you, 
and the children and young people, have a positive 
experience.

We will always contact your named referees, so 
please make sure you have asked their permission 
and informed them of your intention to name them. 
In most cases one of these referees should be a 
minister in the Methodist Church. However, in some 
circumstances a suitable alternative reference could 
be sought if agreed by the 3Generate volunteer 
coordinator – for instance a minister from another 
denomination or, if you are under 18, perhaps a 
reference from your Youth Leader. The second 
reference should simply be someone to whom you 
are not related.

It’s very important for us to be able to get a glimpse 
of you, so as we form groups of volunteers and create 
plans for the 3Generate weekend, we can support all 
our volunteers in the best way possible. You matter 
to us, so we want to know you as well as we can to 
support, encourage and pray for you as you start 
your volunteering experience with us. 

6.	 Get	applying

It is time to get your application completed at 
3generate.org.uk/volunteering! 

Having informed your referees ahead of time, this 
should be a smooth and seamless process. You can 
open the form as many times as you would like, but, 
once you begin filling out the form, you cannot save 
it and return to it at a later time. You must complete 
the application form in one sitting. 

Thank you for wanting to be a part of 3Generate…  
we can’t wait for you to join the team!
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7.	 	Register	for	the	Team	Building	Day

As part of your volunteering experience you are 
required to attend a training session so that you can 
prepare and be ready for the 3Generate weekend. 
The role of 3Generate volunteer is far from scary! 
However, it does carry some responsibility as you 
equip, enable, and encourage the children and young 
people of the Methodist Church. 

Please make a note of the date of this year’s Team 
Building Day, it will be a positive day and really 
help your volunteering. To begin your volunteering 
preparation in good time, please sign up as soon as 
you can. 

8.	 	Encourage	children	and	young	

people	to	be	involved	from	your	local	

community

The vision and work of 3Generate is to encourage, 
to enable and to listen to the voices of the children 
and young people of the Methodist Church. We 
encourage you to advocate for this work, and 
advocate for children and young people local to you, 
who may not be able to make it to the weekend.

You are our feet on the ground, our encouragers and 
enablers. We want to know the opinions and hear 
the voices of all children and young people, so we 
invite you to equip, enable and encourage children 
and young people to be present and to attend, 

and for you, as 
volunteers, to 
share their voices. 

Your role is to 
facilitate and to 
encourage, not 
to determine or 
influence the 
opinions of the 
children and 

young people. They all have valid and valued voices; 
and we want to make sure we hear them.’

9.	 	Spread	the	word	about	the	event	to	

your	local	worshipping	communities,	

and	get	them	involved	and	excited	

about	3Generate

The event is drawing nearer, time is flying by, and we 
would like you to get as many people involved and 
excited about 3Generate as possible. 

Young or old, ordained or not, regular or not, going to 
the event or not… everyone can get excited about the 
wonderful work and important vision of the children 
and young people of the Methodist Church. There 
are so many voices to be heard, and we want to make 
sure we are all actively listening, not just hearing, 
everything that is being said in the Church. 

Whether it is holding commissioning services for 
children and young people attending the event, all 
can be a part of 3Generate.

10.	 	Be	present,	have	fun,	make	friends,	

grow	in	faith

It is here, the weekend has arrived! 

Time to have fun… grow in faith… make lasting 
friendships… 

You have so many gifts to share, and we all have so 
much to learn from our children and young people. 

Time to equip the children and young people of the 
Methodist Church… time to enable conversation 
and growth in faith… time to encourage and to listen 
to the voices of children and young people as they 
envision a future for our Church. 


