
 CREATIVE ROLE-PLAYS FOR PRAYERS  
OF RESPONSE AND INTERCESSION

You will need: two or three chairs or a bench

For each role-play two people are needed: one 
who needs help and the other who responds.

HUNGRY

Two people sitting side-by-side:

A. “I’ve got cheese sandwiches. Would you like to 
share them?”

B. “Great, if you can spare them.”
A. “You’d be doing me a favour. I always have 

too many and get into trouble if I take them 
home!”

B. “Why don’t you just throw them away then?”
A. “I just can’t! It’s not allowed! So, help me out...” 

PRAYER

Generous God, you pour blessings on us. We 
thank you for the generosity of those who give 
freely and lovingly, making it easy to accept gifts.

We pray for those who are homeless and hungry 
and in need of support. Thank you for the work of 
the Bristol Methodist Centre where people may go, 
not just to be fed good food, but to be valued and 
treated as a family member. 

Jesus says,  
“You feed me when you feed  

the hungry.”  
Open our eyes and hearts to see you. 

 

 THIRSTY

Two people sitting side-by-side: 

A. “It’s so hot today, isn’t it?”  
B. “I’m gasping…”
A. “I’ve got a bottle of water. Do you mind sharing 

it?”
B. “Thanks. Can I keep the bottle? I can fill it 

again from the fountain.”
A. “Be my guest, I really didn’t want to carry it.”
 

PRAYER

Life-giving God, as we give thanks for clean water 
we remember all those who travel in dry places. 
Our minds turn to Mary and Joseph and the anxiety 
and discomfort of the long journey to Bethlehem.

Did strangers offer them water as they travelled? We 
pray for all those who are thirsty for more than water 
and for whom Jesus becomes the Water of Life.

Jesus says,  
“You have seen me when you give  

a drink to the thirsty.”
Open our eyes and hearts to see you. 

LONELY
One person sitting, another looking a bit ‘down at 
heel’, wanting a seat: 

A. “Hi! Come and sit down, I’ll shift my stuff.”
B. “Thank you!”
A. “I’ll be glad of the company. Feeling a bit down 

today myself. Sorry! You’ve got more problems 
than me…”

B. “Yeah, but you can tell me yours, if you want.”
A. “Thanks...”
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PRAYER

Welcoming God, you turn no one away. We pray 
for those who welcome strangers into their home. 
We pray for the stranger looking for a place to call 
their own and for a smile of welcome.

May we keep open minds and hearts and respond 
when you need us. As we remember the Bristol 
Methodist Centre, we pray that their dream to be 
open for more days during the week, so that they 
can offer more support to people in need, will 
come true. We pray that the stranger in the dark, 
seeking safety, will find a welcome.

Jesus says,  
“You welcome me when you  

welcome the stranger.”  
Open our eyes and hearts to see you.

COLD

One person sitting, another comes across and speaks:

A. “Excuse me, I wondered whether you’d like this 
sleeping bag, my son had it for camping. It’s 
quite clean.”

B. “I wouldn’t mind. But good things have a habit 
of going missing on the streets.”

A. “I guess they do. Perhaps together we could 
make it look a bit older and worn out?”

B. “Yeah, why not? Seems a shame though!”
A. “I saw you the other day and you’ve been on my 

mind ever since. I’d feel better if you were a bit 
warmer.”

B. “Thank you, that’s kind of you.”
A. “It’s the least I can do!”
 

PRAYER

Comforting God, you don’t forget us, even when 
we forget you. Help us to understand that when 
we recognise a need, action is required.  

We pray for wisdom to know when to request 
more help for others, and for compassion to look 
beyond the surface to the reality of the person in 
need. Help us to go back and not to ignore what 
our heart tells us.

 Jesus says,  
“You make me warm when you  

clothe those who are cold.”
Open our eyes and hearts to see you.

HEALTH ISSUES

Two people, one sitting (bent over, head in hands 
and upset), the other coming across: 

A. “Sorry, send me away if I’m a nuisance.”  
B. (Shakes head)
A. “You look upset. Can I help? Would it help to 

talk? Do you need a doctor?”  
B. (Shakes head)
A. “I know, I know! I’m being fussy. That’s what I’m 

like. Sorry!”
B. “You can’t help…”
A. “No, probably not. But tell you what – I’ll fetch a 

cup of coffee from the stall for both of us.
B. “You don’t have to.”
A. “They make a good cup. Milk and sugar? I’ll be 

back.”
 

PRAYER

Healing God, there are many kinds of sickness 
and disease. We hold those we know in your loving 
hands. We thank you for people who care and 
places for those who are in trouble. Help us to be 
open-minded and considerate, patient and willing 
to listen. Remind us how much we can learn from 
people who have more problems than us.

Jesus says,  
“You visit me when you visit  

the sick.”
Open our eyes and hearts to see you.

DEPRESSION

One person sitting down and one comes up to 
them: 

A. “Mind if I sit here?”  
B. “Help yourself.”
A. “I won’t talk unless you want me to.”  
B. “Talking won’t help…”
A. “I understand. But I’m here if you want to talk.”
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PRAYER

Forgiving God, you welcomed the prodigal back, 
you forgive and you lift up. We bring before you all 
those whose lives have been spoilt by wrongdoing; 
imprisoned in cells or in thoughts. We know that 
you care.

Help us to hold back our initial judgement 
until we have heard their story. Give us your 
understanding. Justice is an important part of 
healing and forgiveness, yet compassion may 
reach into the heart and bring change. We pray for 
that healing. 

Jesus says,  
“You visit me when you visit those in prison.”

Open our eyes and hearts to see you.

 

PRAYER

Like those who listened long ago, we may be 
surprised at what Jesus wants to say to us.
Keep us following, keep us loving, keep us caring.
For the sake of the Homeless Jesus who still 
needs us. Amen.

 
Prayers written by Hazel Parsons and Anne Browse.
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