
Leader’s Notes

CHOOSING YOUR RESOURCES
1. In these Leader’s Notes, you will find: 

 ● Information on the Homeless Jesus statues 
that can be found worldwide

 ● Overview on the Bristol Methodist Centre, our 
featured Mission in Britain project this year, 
including a message from the Superintendent 
Minister 

 ● Links to other helpful resources and campaign 
information related to homelessness. 

2. The following downloadable documents are on 
the main Advent Offering webpage  
www.methodist.org.uk/adventoffering 

 ● A suggested Order of Service 
 ● Candle Liturgy with a prayer and a verse from 

Singing the Faith 706 “Longing for Light” for 
each week of Advent. Each week also say the 
following prayer before lighting the candle.

Advent is a time of waiting and a time of 
welcoming. We think again of Jesus first 
coming to earth when he was born in a stable 
at Bethlehem. We look to that day when we 
will welcome his return to glory in our world. 
Today, we look for him in friend, neighbour and 
stranger to greet him and welcome him. We 
long for the light of truth and the coming of the 
kingdom where all are welcome, all are fed, all 
are loved and all find a home.

 ● Stories from the guests at the Bristol 
Methodist Centre. They include messages 
from people who are homeless.

 ● A short video giving an overview of the Bristol 
Methodist Centre and interviews with the 
guests and chef at the centre

 ● A PowerPoint presentation which includes 
information about the Homeless Jesus statue, 
friendship benches and quotes from the 
guests of the Bristol Methodist Centre  
(this presentation is ideal for engaging 
children) 

 ● Suggested Bible passages to use in your 
sermon

 ● The main Scripture reading in a large, reader-
friendly

 ● Suggested prayers to use in different parts of 
your all-age service 

 ● Suggestions for hymns and songs 
 ● All-age discussion points around the Homeless 

Jesus statue and friendship benches
 ● A creative idea for Prayers of Response and 

Intercession on the theme of homelessness 
with role-plays on how to offer help to people 
in need

 ● Practical ideas on how members of your 
church can put their faith in action and help 
the homeless.

 

THE HOMELESS JESUS STATUE

Our theme for this year’s Advent Offering is 
inspired by the work of the Bristol Methodist 
Centre and the Homeless Jesus statue by 
Canadian sculptor, Timothy Schmalz.
The statue depicts Jesus as a homeless person 
sleeping on a park bench. His face and hands 
are obscured, hidden under a blanket – but the 
wounds in his feet reveal his identity. 

Throughout Advent, the entire Methodist Connexion is asked to stand  
with the Bristol Methodist Centre and its vital work of helping the homeless.  
We invite you to run Advent services on our theme of hospitality and homelessness, which is also 
inspired by the Homeless Jesus sculpture. The money you raise will go towards funding exciting 
and worthwhile projects through the Mission in Britain Fund.

www.methodist.org.uk/adventoffering
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The Homeless Jesus statue is a visual 
representation of Matthew 25:37-40 (NRSV):

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave 
you food, or thirsty and gave you something 
to drink? And when was it that we saw you a 
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave 
you clothing? And when was it that we saw 
you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the 
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.’” 

The life-size bronze sculpture is intended to be 
provocative, challenge our perceptions and spur 
us to put our faith in action. It invites us to have 
compassion for the marginalised, welcome the 
stranger and reach out to the vulnerable with 
generous hospitality.  

The first Homeless Jesus sculpture was installed 
at Regis College, University of Toronto, Canada, 
in early 2013. Other casts can now be found all 
around the world, including in the Israel, Spain 
and the USA. The most famous is the sculpture 
outside the Vatican’s charity offices in Rome, 
blessed by Pope Francis on its installation in 
2016, where he remarked that it was a “beautiful 
and excellent representation of Jesus”.

Closer to home, you can also find the Homeless 
Jesus statues in Dublin, Glasgow, Liverpool, 
London and Manchester.
 

THE BRISTOL METHODIST CENTRE

The Bristol Methodist Centre is a project of the 
Bristol and South Gloucestershire Methodist 
Circuit. It is a Christian community which provides 
hospitality, friendship, meals, services and 

counselling to people who are homeless or who 
live in temporary accommodation.

The centre has been offering shelter, sanctuary 
and support to the most vulnerable and 
marginalised members of society in its current 
location for almost 30 years. The Methodist 
Church has been running homeless projects in 
Bristol since the 1970s.

“Jesus had a real heart for the homeless and we 
try to follow in his footsteps by getting alongside 
the most marginalised and vulnerable,” says 
the Reverend David Alderman, Superintendent 
Minister of the Bristol and South Gloucestershire 
Methodist Circuit Office.

“Jesus himself was homeless, often relying 
on others to give him the gift of hospitality. We 
believe that everybody is made in the image 
of God and everybody is valuable to him. We 
welcome anyone who needs our help at the 
centre, our Christian value of hospitality is at the 
centre of everything we do. We aim to be a home 
for people without a home.” 

The Bristol Methodist Centre is currently open 
three and a half days a week. The centre’s team 
members hope to raise funds so that they can 
open their doors five days a week. This will allow 
them to provide more meals and services to 
people who desperately need their support. 
 

What are the main achievements  
of the centre? 

 ● Preparing and serving over 10,000 nutritious 
meals a year for their guests

 ● Coordinating over 1,000 one-to-one support 
sessions for guests every year

 ● Assisting guests with signposting, housing 
support, applying for benefits, entering 
rehabilitation and other services 

 ● Community outreach projects, such as keeping 
a local park clean of litter, with guests taking a 
lead role in these initiatives. 

What services does the centre provide? 

 ● Shower and laundry facilities
 ● Clothing store, including tents, sleeping bags 

and lockers for rough sleepers
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 ● Breakfast, lunch and hot drinks
 ● Use of phones, charging facilities and 

computers 
 ● Supporting guests in their emotional and 

physical well-being
 ● Prayer support and worship services
 ● Help with benefits and online applications
 ● Free haircuts
 ● Flu vaccinations and a drop-in health clinic. 

What recreational activities  
does the centre offer? 
 

 ● Games room with pool table and table tennis
 ● Art workshops
 ● Access to newspapers, book library and board 

games
 ● Movie afternoons
 ● Gardening.

For more information, visit  
www.methodist-centre.org.uk 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

DONATING
Through this Advent Offering service the Connexion 
is invited to stand with the Bristol Methodist 
Centre to support its vital work and that of other 
projects supported by the Mission in Britain Fund. 

You may choose to collect only at the Advent 
Offering (this is the main or a retiring offering), or 
to use this service to dedicate money collected by 
your church or from fundraising around your circuit 
in the weeks before. On the Advent webpage 
www.methodist.org.uk/adventoffering you will 
find financial instructions for processing the 
offering made by your church or circuit.

We thank God for how the Bristol Methodist 
Centre demonstrates Christ’s love and pray that 
work will continue and develop. We pray we can 
respond to the challenge its example presents to 
us: to welcome the stranger, to care for the poor 
and to offer hospitality to people without a home.
 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

If you and your church want to find out more 
about the wider issues affecting people who 
are homeless, and what you can do to help, 
the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) has some 
excellent resources, which are regularly updated 
at www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/housing-and-
homelessness
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