
SUGGESTED BIBLE PASSAGES  
TO USE IN YOUR SERMON

Please read the first-hand stories of homeless 
people in Stories - Bristol Methodist Centre and, 
if appropriate, watch the short video with an 
overview of the Bristol Methodist Centre and 
interviews with the guests. These will be helpful 
for putting your service together and preparing the 
sermon. 

You may wish to include in your sermon the video, 
PowerPoint or PDF with stories of homeless 
people who are guests at the Bristol Methodist 
Centre. You will want to focus on the personal and 
individual themes that emerge.

Draw attention especially to the ways in which the 
interviewees have said they would like others to 
respond to them. These messages are voiced very 
clearly in each of the five stories.

We recommend you use Scripture quotations 
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: 
Anglicised Edition.

MAIN READING –  
MATTHEW 2 :37-40

The Homeless Jesus statue is inspired by the 
passage in Matthew 25, where Jesus tells his 
disciples that whatever we do for others, we do for 
Christ himself. The bronze sculpture is intended 
to be provocative and challenge us to welcome 
the stranger, reaching out to them with generous 
hospitality. More information about the sculpture 
can be found in the Leader’s Notes.

 

OTHER SCRIPTURE READINGS ON 
HOMELESSNESS & HOSPITALITY

You could accompany the lead passage with one 
or more readings exploring this year’s Advent 
Offering theme. The following notes suggest some 
key passages that are relevant to our theme of 
Homelessness & Hospitality and the examples 
from the Bristol Methodist Centre.

Deuteronomy 15:7-11

Many Old Testament passages emphasise care 
for the stranger and those in need and the 
principle of extending generous hospitality that 
does not demand to be reciprocated or repaid. 

PROVERBS 22:2, GENESIS 1:27, 
PSALM 113: -8 AND JAMES 2:1-

A strong theme in the stories of the guests of 
the Bristol Methodist Centre is their longing to be 
treated as valuable human beings. These four 
readings and many other passages in both the 

Old and the New Testaments pick up on the 
theme that everyone is created equal in the eyes 
of God.
 

LUKE 2:4-7

The reality of homelessness runs through the 
Christmas story as told in the Gospels. Luke 
gives us the account of Mary placing the newly- 
born baby Jesus in a manger because there 
was no room for the family in more conventional 
accommodation.
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MATTHEW 2:13-1

In Matthew’s Gospel we read how Mary and 
Joseph had to flee to Egypt, thereby becoming 
homeless refugees for the early part of Jesus’ life.
 

LUKE 9: 7- 8

As an adult, Jesus described himself as without a 
home. Jesus warned those who wanted to follow 
his way that it would not always be secure or 
comfortable.
 

 

LUKE 10:38-39

Jesus often accepted hospitality himself, as the 
guest of others, such as in the home of Lazarus, 
Martha and Mary.
 

LUKE 14:12-14

During a meal, Jesus tells his host not to invite 
those who will simply return the invitation, but 
to invite people who are unable to return the 
hospitality.

Where presented in the Leader’s Notes and the Main Scripture Reading large-print version, Scripture 
quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition (NRSV), copyright © 1989, 
1995 the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  
All rights reserved. http://nrsvbibles.org
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