
CALL TO WORSHIP
 
Jesus calls
 
Come sit beside me
come eat my bread
come share my cushion
so soft for your head.

Come where the weary
the lost and forlorn
long for a smile
or a word of their own.

Here’s where you’ll find me
just being with them
look and you’ll see me
for I’m one of them.

We too, loving Jesus,
come seeking to find
you close beside us
so caring and kind.
Amen. 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION  
AND CONFESSION

Gracious and loving God,  
we come to worship you.
You greet us as a loving parent,
making us feel welcome.
You sit beside us as a friend and brother, 
listening to us.
You surround us with grace and wisdom
through the Holy Spirit.
We worship you.
We love you.

When we read your word  
we find that you want us    
to be generous in our giving;
and we know how often we count the cost.
We can be mean, 
not just with money,  
but with time and energy.
Help us to be open-handed and not miserly.
Forgive us and help us to be a blessing  
and to receive blessings,
that your will may be done.
Amen.
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 Loving God, we hear the cry of the one who said, 
“I am not a beggar”, because that is not how  
he wanted to be seen.  
He wanted to have a real life restored to him.

We pray for those who long  
to have a sense of their own worth once again  
and to have a future.

Thank you for those who hear  
that cry and respond.

The Lord hears our prayer 
Thanks be to God.

We hear the voice of the homeless woman  
who said: “Give us a chance! Just say ‘Hi’.”

We pray for those whose lives  
have been disrupted in one way or another  
and have lost everything: home, family and   
livelihood.

Thank you for those who hear the voices and 
respond.

The Lord hears our prayer 
Thanks be to God.

We hear the dream of the woman who wanted  
a fresh start making her own living.

We pray for those trapped in mental health issues 
that have destroyed their opportunities. 

Thank you for those who hear their dreams  
and try to make them come true.

The Lord hears our prayer 
Thanks be to God.

We hear the words of the person needing a smile, 
who needs to know they are welcome  
and not a burden.

We pray for immigrants trying to find work,  
make a living and find a new home of safety  
and hope.

Thank you for those who reach out a  
hand of friendship and offer encouragement.

The Lord hears our prayer 
Thanks be to God.

We hear the thanks of the man whose  
self-destructive life was transformed by the 
opportunity to find Christ.

We pray for all those who search for meaning  
in a life destroyed by drugs and alcohol.  

Thank you for your witnesses who sit  
beside those in despair and offer your love  
and your hope.

The Lord hears our prayer 
Thanks be to God.

The work of the Bristol Methodist Centre  
sparkles with enthusiasm and hope,  
in situations which could be, and sometimes are, 
quite the reverse. 

In our prayers and in our giving,  
may we help that work to grow and to meet even 
more needs. 

Especially, we pray for the faithfulness  
and the worship that is a core part of our 
community.

As they bless, may they receive blessings. 
Amen.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER FOR THIS 
YEAR’S ADVENT OFFERING

Gracious God,
only you know how this money was given.
We may have given because it is what we do,
or from a sense of our own vulnerability,
or even from an overflowing of the love
you have set within us for the marginalised and  
the homeless,
the nearly forgotten;
and only you can take what we give,
however it is given,
and transform it.
So take this money and may it be used to 
transform the lives of those in need of friendship,  
hope and love
and those who seek to be alongside them.
We pray in the Name of Jesus Christ, 
who had nowhere to lay his head.
Amen. 

SENDING PRAYER
 
(Inspired by StF 699) 

So now, God of justice, we must go.
We must live to feed the hungry.
We must stand beside the broken.
We must go.
We trust you to go with us,
turning our songs into actions,
for the sake of your world,
for the sake of your Son, 
and in the power of your Spirit. 
Amen.

 
 
 
 
 

Prayers written by Hazel Parsons and Anne Browse.
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