
About the 
3Generate 
manifesto 

3Generate is the annual Methodist Church weekend 
assembly for children and young people. At the 
event, children and young people voice their views 
on a variety of topics that mostly they have chosen 
themselves. 

A wide range of creative facilitation techniques is 
employed to encourage the children and young people 
at 3Generate to engage with issues and give their 
thoughts and opinions. Their voices are captured in a 
number of ways – through art and the written word – as 
well as through the observations of those facilitating 
the activities. In a careful process of prayerful 
discernment, the material is put together to create the 
3Generate manifesto for the coming year.

Not everything makes it on to the manifesto, but there 
may be recurring themes and patterns in what the 
children and young people say. These are distilled 
(wherever possible using the delegates’ own words) 
into calls to action for the whole Church.

Engaging with the 

 Manifesto



Here are three suggestions to help you decide which issues to prioritise.

1. As a group go on a prayer walk around your neighbourhood. Notice the 
things you like about where you live and where your church is situated and the 
things you would like to change. Gather together afterwards in plenary and 
discuss what you noticed. Ask yourselves if there is anything that resonates 
strongly with one of the calls to action in this year’s manifesto. 

2. Carry out a dot voting exercise. Display a copy of the manifesto on the wall 
(available from 3Generate@methodistchurch.org.uk). Give each person one 
or two coloured sticky dots to place next to the manifesto issue(s) they would 
like to prioritise. When everyone has voted, total up the dots to see which 
should be your key focus. 

Engaging with the manifesto 
Each year’s manifesto will contain several different calls to action from 
the children and young people of the Methodist Church. It may be a bit 
overwhelming to tackle all the issues at once. You may initially want to spend 
some time – as a congregation, church council, youth group or small group – 
choosing one or two issues to focus on.

Questions to consider:
 » What do we see as a pressing need, 

given our location and the issues we 
face?

 » Which of the manifesto items is most 
relevant to our context?

 » What are the main concerns of the 
children and young people who 
attend this church or youth group? 

 » What issues do the children and 
young people in our local schools 
care about?

 » What are we already doing that is 
relevant to the manifesto? What are 
we good at? What small steps could 
we take to meet some of the concerns 
expressed in the manifesto?

 » What can we realistically achieve in 
a year? What assets do we have as a 
church? 

Prioritisation exercise

mailto:3Generate@methodistchurch.org.uk


3. Try the MoSCoW prioritisation technique to understand and manage 
priorities. The letters stand for:
 » Must do 
 » Should do
 » Could do
 » Won’t do this time

Here are two ways to use the technique.
 » Create a survey using a two-column grid. In one column list the issues 

on this year’s manifesto. Give each person a copy of the survey and let 
them allocate a level of priority according to the MoSCoW scale. As they 
complete the survey, encourage them to pray and to think about what needs 
they see around them, and what assets the church or group has that could 
help to meet these needs.

 » Print out each call to action from this year’s manifesto on a separate piece 
of paper or card. Label the four corners of a table – or the four corners of a 
room – M, S, C and W. Discuss as a group each of the manifesto items and 
decide where they come on the MoSCoW scale. Then place the paper or 
card in the relevant corner. As you talk, move the pieces of paper around 
until you reach a consensus.
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Engaging different groups with  
the manifesto
We encourage you to name a person or several people who can continually 
advocate for your church’s engagement with the 3Generate manifesto. The 
manifesto is a call to action for the whole Church, not just the youth. So we 
strongly recommend that this task is not given to the children’s or youth worker 
– at least not first without some discussion and discernment!

You might want to set up an inter-generational task group to encourage everyone 
in your church to engage with and respond to the manifesto. You can also make 
the manifesto a permanent agenda item for church council meetings. 

Whatever you decide, make sure this is a whole-church activity and not 
something reserved for the youth group or Sunday school. Below are some ideas 
for different groups within your church and community. 

Children and young people 

1. Ask children and young people to 
vote on which of the manifesto topics 
is the most important to them.

2. Use one of the session plans on our 
website to explore one of the topics 
in more detail. Go to www.methodist.
org.uk/3genmanifestos/engage). 
Or do your own research into a topic.

3. Organise a visit for the young 
people that links with something 
on the manifesto, eg a trip to an old 
people’s home, a recycling centre, or 
a foodbank.

4. Get the children and young people to 
work in a group to create an action 
plan to tackle issues on the manifesto.

5. Set creative prayer challenges that 
link to the manifesto. (There are 
further resources on praying through 
the manifesto on our website

6. Ask a young person to go to your 
church council to speak about the 
manifesto.

7. Suggest the children and young 
people send thank you cards to 
organisations and charities that are 
already working on issues mentioned 
in the manifesto to express support 
for what they do.

http://www.methodist.org.uk/3genmanifestos/engage
http://www.methodist.org.uk/3genmanifestos/engage


Small groups and housegroups 

1. Invite the children and young people 
from your church to talk with a 
housegroup about the commitments 
in the 3Generate manifesto and why 
they think they are important. Be 
aware of safeguarding guidelines 
if you do this, and be prepared to 
adjust the timing and location of 
your meeting so the young people 
can join you.

2. Design a series of sessions based 
around each of the manifesto 
commitments. There are resources 
for youth groups on our website, 
which could easily be adapted for 
adult groups. 

3. Create an action plan for how you, 
as a small group, will respond 
to the manifesto. Prioritise the 

commitments that are important 
to your group and relevant in your 
local area. Suggest realistic ways of 
responding to these. For instance, 
if the manifesto calls for action on 
homelessness, could your group 
support a local project that tackles 
this issue? Or if the manifesto lists 
the environment as an issue, could 
you carry out a local litter pick?

4. Make a proposal to the wider 
church about how they could 
engage with commitments in the 
manifesto. Choose areas your group 
is passionate about and that are 
relevant to your context. Suggest 
ways in which your church could act.

5. Use the manifesto as a focus for 
prayer in your small group. 

The whole congregation

1. Encourage preachers to include 
the manifesto in their sermons. 
They can either focus on one of the 
commitments or preach about all of 
them. 

2. Interview young people within your 
church about the manifesto. Which 
commitments particularly resonate 
for them? 

3. Shape your worship around the 
manifesto, choosing songs and 
hymns that relate to its themes. 

4. Show the congregation a 3Generate 
video, many of which relate to  

the manifesto commitments  
(www.youtube.com/3GenerateTV). 
Then move into a time of discussion 
or some other form of response.

5. Focus your prayers on the manifesto 
commitments. Consider inviting a 
child or young person, or perhaps 
even a whole family, to lead the 
prayers. 

6. Get creative within a service, 
encouraging artwork or poetry 
in response to the manifesto 
commitments.

https://www.youtube.com/user/3GenerateTV


Church councils

1. Keep the manifesto on the agenda. 
At every meeting ask, “What are we 
doing to respond to the 3Generate 
manifesto?”

2. Expand people’s awareness of the 
manifesto issues. You could invite 
a local expert or someone from a 
local charity, or a young person 
or youth worker to speak to the 
church council. Someone in your 
church could speak to the council 
about how they, or a group they are 
involved with, are responding to the 
manifesto.

3. Your council could set up an inter-
generational task group to drive the 
work of engaging with the manifesto. 
It could also allocate a small budget 
to events or activities that engage 
with the manifesto.

4. As part of your council meeting, list 
all the assets you have and the needs 
you perceive. Assets are things that 
can improve a situation. They could 
be people, partnerships, funding, 

facilities, knowledge, experience, 
etc. Needs are the gaps in provision 
that exist within a community. They 
could be needs of just a few people 
or many. Use this as a discussion 
starter, to explore how your assets 
and needs resonate with different 
aspects of the manifesto. 

5. Similar to the above, conduct a skills 
audit of your church council – or 
of the congregation. What skills, 
knowledge and experience do you 
have that could help you to respond 
to the manifesto?

6. Ensure that the manifesto and your 
church’s response are prominently 
displayed on your website and in 
other communication channels, such 
as the church newsletter.

7. Send a thank you card from the 
church council to people or groups 
you want to recognise as making a 
difference in response to the needs 
identified on the manifesto.

Individuals

1. Commit to doing one thing in 
response to the manifesto.

2. Regularly pray through the issues 
raised on the manifesto.

3. Choose a book to read to widen your 
knowledge and understanding of one 
of the topics mentioned.

4. Do some research, for example, 
online research, visiting a charity, or 
watching a documentary.

5. Volunteer, either regularly or as a 
one-off, in an area covered by the 
manifesto.



6. Offer to mentor, support, or 
work alongside a person who 
is responding to the manifesto. 
(If you are supporting a young 
person, remember to keep within 
safeguarding guidelines.)

7. Reflect on these questions as you 
carry out activities connected to the 
manifesto (research, volunteering, 
mentoring etc). Ask yourself: “what 
have I learned that has interested 

me, upset me, or made me angry? 
What further action could I take? 
What do I need to pray about?”

8. Consider how you could engage your 
family with the manifesto. Could you 
as a family pray for a situation or 
volunteer together? Could you watch 
a documentary/film together that 
focuses on an issue, or contact the 
local MP?

The wider community

1. Pray with and for your wider 
community in relation to the 
manifesto. 

2. Create or develop ways for people 
in your community to ask your 
church for prayers in relation to 
issues on the manifesto. You could 
suggest people in your community 
contribute to a creative prayer tree or 
put suggestions in a prayer box. You 
could also have a ‘prayer request’ 
Facebook page. 

3. Utilise the many online social 
media platforms, as well as website 
and notice boards, to continue the 
conversation about how you are 
responding to the manifesto. Tell 
people what you are doing, and how 
they could get involved.

4. Display the 3Generate manifesto 
prominently around your church, 
so that when the wider community 
access the building, they have the 
opportunity to read it. Be sure to 

include a way for people to get in 
touch with any responses to the 
manifesto that they might have.

5. Ask the wider community which 
issues on the manifesto they are 
most concerned about. You could 
do this via electronic voting apps 
and survey apps. Or you could have 
a simple paper survey for people to 
complete on the spot in the building. 

6. Build relationships with experts, 
leaders and groups from the local 
community (eg the police and NHS 
and community care workers) so you 
can learn from them. 

7. Acknowledge, affirm and celebrate 
people, projects and businesses who 
are already responding to the aims 
of the manifesto, perhaps without 
even realising it. Send a poster, 
card, email, online commendation 
badge, or certificate to say thank you 
from your church to those who are 
awesome!



Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR

For copies of the 3Generate manifesto www.3Generate.org.uk
For resources and session plans www.methodist.org.uk/childrenandyouth

www.methodist.org.uk/thewell
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