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Sunday, April 5th had been marked in the 
calendar for a long time. The official opening of 
the new church in Pogradec was scheduled for 
that day. The church in Pogradec and the 
Methodist church in Albania were looking 
forward to visitors from Switzerland.


The congregation in Pogradec had moved twice, 
each time when the premises became too small.  
The current location was rented and later 
bought. A thorough renovation was carried out 
over the past year. The furnishing of the rooms 
was almost complete and plans for the opening 
ceremony took shape.


When the first Covid -19 cases in Albania tested positive on March 8, the government immediately 
implemented restrictive measures. It became clear that the planned opening, with guests from abroad, was 
rather unlikely.  The date had to be postponed. A new date will be announced in good time.


The congregation moved into the new premises at the end of 
September 2019. A special service took place in which guests 
from all of the Methodist congregations in Albania attended. 
The joy was great to have space for everyone in the beautiful 
and bright rooms, which were also nice and warm.

Who would have thought that we would find ourselves in this 
situation six months later?


In Albania, all schools and universities, cafes and restaurants 
and all public facilities are closed until further notice. Public 
transport closed down. Now people over 65 years of age are 
not allowed to go out at all, others only by the hour. One person 
per household can register online and go shopping for an hour. 

A good network of supporters provides elderly people with 
help.

Any private travel by car is prohibited, thus stopping all 
overland trips. There is an extensive 40-hour curfew for all each  
weekend.


The small country in the Balkans has currently (as of 1st April) 259 positive cases of Covid -19 and 15 deaths. 
Little is reported about Albania in Europe. The people in Albania, also in the church, have no choice but to 
keep to the rules that have been made by the government, otherwise there will be severe penalties.

The pastors Mustafa and Gjergj have received special permits from the police for their pastoral and social 
services. Mustafa delivers food packages in Pogradec. Gjergj and Nderim were in Romanat, a village that the 
church supports after the earthquake, and also distributed food. Pastors Florian and Dashi are not allowed to 
drive from Pogradec to Elbasan or Librazhd. But all pastors keep in touch, with great commitment and 
imagination, with the people in the congregations through conversations on the phone, WhatsApp and other 
social media. This is also how church worship services, Bible classes and prayer rounds are organized.


We, Wilfried & Jean, travelled from Tirana to Vienna by car in mid-March, just in time before the many national 
borders that we crossed were closed. In Vienna we can continue our work and hold regular discussions and 
meetings with the pastors and staff, recently with video conferences.

 

A member of our church in Dürres recently said that when he heard the word church he used to imagine just a 
building. After he started to attend church and joined, he realized that the church is the community of people.  
In times of the Covid -19 crisis we have neither a church building nor direct contact with the people.  We are 
very happy with all the other options that are currently available, but we hope for better times when we will 
have a normal life in our church again
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