
20/04/2020 LPWL E-News - March 2019

https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-6SYCJ-1A1D730JFC/cr.aspx 1/4

The Methodist Church March 2020 Can't read this? Click here

News Extra
The times we live in

Just a week ago, we could not have imagined the way things are today. But among
the bewilderment, anxiety and sadness, these times are revealing millions of acts
of kindness, and providing numerous new opportunities for sharing compassion
and hope. 
As those who are committed to sharing the Word of God and encouraging the
people of God in their worship, what can we do? Many of us, if we're not self-
isolating ourselves, will be involved in our church's response in our communities,
others caring for vulnerable people in their families or learning fast how home
schooling works.
Many of of us are learning from necessity about all sorts of technology that helps
us communicate - this time last week I knew nothing of Zoom and MS Teams.  All
of us can think how church might reach out in innovative and engaging ways now
and in the future, and perhaps in doing that, change the face of church for good.
For those who are worried about what happens to Local Preachers' (and Worship
Leaders') Meetings in the event of a prolonged lock-down, we are hoping to
provide some information and ideas in due course, and will post it on the Local
Preachers' page on the Methodist website.

Help and advice

Help and advice for individuals and churches during the current Corona virus
(Covid-19) pandemic are available on the Methodist Church website and are
updated daily.

Worship: 
Leading &
Preaching

My portfolio is finished - what should I do?
The spring moderation exercise will carry on as normal, and all portfolios uploaded

to Moodle by 31st March should be moderated in the usual timescales, with results

confirmed at the end of May.  At least that is our current intention.  Latest

information is available on the Methodist website here.

If you are are experiencing specific problems due to the current situation, please

contact us at localpreachers@methodistchurch.org.uk.  However, we may not be

able to respond immediately to all queries, so in some cases, it may be best to

postpone upload until the autumn.  
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Faith & Worship

Submitting Portfolios - what should I do?
We do not have access to any mail sent to Methodist Church House at the

moment.  If you are about to post a portfolio for assessment, please don't.  Keep

it until further advice is provided.  If you have already posted a portfolio to us,

don't worry.  It will be safe and will be assessed in due course. 

We cannot predict when assessment of portfolios will be completed at this stage,

or when results will be released.  However, no one will be put at a disadvantage

through their inability to submit it by the 31st March deadline. We will update the

current situation on the Faith & Worship page on the Methodist website here.

Worship

The shut-down of churches has come as a huge shock to many people, not least
those who were planned to lead worship and preach in the coming weeks. Many
churches and organisations have made worship opportunities available online, and
new initiatives are developing all the time.  Information and advice is available for
those who wish to explore how to use technology to enable the worship of the
church to continue, and to reach out in faith in these unprecedented times.  

Singing the Faith Plus, also accessible via the Methodist website, contains a
growing collection of ideas and resources, and links to online worship
opportunities.  Click here and save the link in your favourites.

Resources
As our public worship and meetings are not possible, it may seem that church has
closed for the duration.  However, the life of faith goes on, in many unseen acts of
kindness and love, often making use of technology to bring us together. 
 
Local Preachers and Worship Leaders: perhaps you could offer help to your
minister in preparing and leading online worship or prayer? They might really
appreciate your help and ideas at this time, especially if they are unfamiliar with
the technology themselves.

Here are some ideas for worship resources available online:

At a time when our normal routines of worship services and groups are disrupted,
ROOTS is offering free resources to use at home every week on the ROOTS
website.  You can share these resources with your worshipping community, helping
people to feel connected in a positive way.  See free ROOTS resources for worship
at home here.

Many churches and circuits were planning to hold their
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Three new or improved features have recently been added:  
An enhanced search tool that can find key words across the whole course
A "Further Study" section with lots of great CLPD materials
A link to the Common Awards Hub, with in-depth theological resources

More information is on the Worship: Leading & Preaching page on the
Methodist website.

A Prayer

Bible Month soon.  Rather than cancel this, perhaps
there are ways that you can encourage your
congregation or small group to engage with the
material online, perhaps setting up an online chat on
Skype, Zoom, or similar.  The current material on Ruth
is available to download, and magazines can be
obtained here.  Previous issues including Colossians
are also still available.

Also, two NEW 1 hour videos by Dr Rachel Starr, the
author of the Bible notes on Ruth are available here 
together with a whole range of other teaching videos . 
Perhaps this is the time to catch up on Bible reading
and exploring the scriptures.

A new free resource has been created for people to use at
home in response to the Cornonavirus crisis. 
Twelvebaskets are happy for people to pass this on in any
way they wish, by email, in printed format, via their
website.  
The Vine at Home will be available every week on a
Wednesday at least until 31st May and will be emailed via
our worshipcloud.com weekly newsletter. Sign up for this
newsletter by visiting the Worship Cloud website and
tick the box next to The Worship Cloud newsletter on the
right hand side.

Perhaps now is the time to explore the resources
available in the Worship: Leading & Preaching
courses?  Go to the W:L&P website and log in
with both username and password set to
“guestaccess”.  
You can explore the whole course except for the
book extracts in the Module Reader.  For personal
study, the best place to start are the “Prepare”
parts which have things to read, activities and
video to watch.  There is one of these in every
module section, happy exploring!

Loving God,
If we are ill, strengthen us.
If we are tired, fortify our spirits.
If we are anxious, help us to consider the lilies of the field and
the birds of the air.
Help us not to stockpile treasures from supermarkets in the
barns of our larders.
Don't let fear cause us to overlook the needs of others more
vulnerable than ourselves.
Fix our eyes on your story and our hearts on your grace.
Help us always to hold fast to the good,
See the good in others,
And remember there is just one world, one hope,
One everlasting love, with baskets of bread for everyone.
In Jesus we make our prayer,
The one who suffered, died and was raised to new life,
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In whom we trust these days and all days,
Amen.
The Revd Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist

Conference
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