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Call to worship
Hymn: 
548 STF – Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine OR
156 STF – From the breaking of the dawn to the setting of the sun 
Opening Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer
All Age Talk
Reading: John 10:1-10
Hymn:
646 STF – Come and let us sweetly join OR
519 STF – Father, I place into your hands the things I cannot do
Reading: Acts 2:42-47
Hymn:
672 STF – Where can we find you? OR
238 STF – Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
Reflections on the readings
Hymn:
619 STF – Thanks for friends who keep on loving OR
516 STF – What shall I do my God to love, my Saviour
Intercessions
Offering / collection
Blessing the offering
Hymn:
661 STF – Give me the faith OR
513 STF – Take this moment, sign and space
Blessing
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Call to Worship 

Loving God, 

We come before you as unique individuals, 
Ready to acknowledge our strengths and weaknesses, 
Ready to recognise the value of others, to value the difference, 
Ready to hear your call as it morphs and changes, 
Ready to hear your accepting voice and all that frees us to consider, 
Ready to notice, 

Amen.  1

Hymn: 
548 STF – Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine OR 
156 STF – From the breaking of the dawn to the setting of the sun 

Opening Prayers 

For our opening prayers we reflect on the Methodist Church’s ‘Our Calling’ 
statement. 

Let us pray. 

Lord, we are, 

Called to…  
Worship 
Not lifestyle 
Not travel 
Not belonging 
Just God. 

Called to…  
Learn and Care 
Not for the sake of it 
Not to gain in return 
Not as a “badge” 
Just for God. 

Called to…  
Service 
Not to look good 
Not as a means to an end 
Not for duty 
Just because of God. 

 Call to Worship wri.en by Jane Bingham1
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Called to… 
Evangelism 
Not to grow the church 
Not to avoid “hell” 
Not to constrain others 
Just to be with God. 

Amen.  2

We say together the Lord’s Prayer 

All Age Talk 

The purpose of this activity is to see if we can recognise people’s voices when we 
can’t see them. 

There are two ways of doing it. Firstly with volunteers from the congregation or 
secondly if you have the technology you can download voices and play them (see 
below). 

1. Invite at least 3 people from the congregation to stand behind a barrier of
some kind (or if you have a radio mic they could stand in another room).

2. Without the congregation knowing allocate them a number 1,2 or 3 (or more if
you have more volunteers).

3. Ask number 1 to say something**
Ask number 2 to say something**
Ask number 3 to say something**

**choose something all of them can say and it would be good if they all say the same 
thing, if the youngest is very young then choose something they know really well, like 
for example ‘the wheels on the bus go round and round’ or you could ask them all to 
say the first line of the Lord’s prayer. If they can all read you could write out 
something very simple for them all to read. 

4. Then ask the congregation who was number 1, number 2 and number 3.

5. Invite the volunteers to reveal which number they were.

6. Ask the congregation, ‘How did you know it was them?’ – either ask people to
talk to those around them or invite people to call out answers.

Some things people might say… 

- You had heard their voice before

- You have listened to their voice a lot

 Taken from The Act of Prayer by John Birch 2
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- They don’t sound quite like anyone else

- You knew it was them or someone else a bit like them and made a guess!

Alternatively, if you have the technology available, you may like to download 4 or 5 
different voices of famous people and play the clips so that people have to guess 
who is speaking. It could be people like Joanna Lumley, Ed Sheeran, Danger Mouse, 
David Attenborough, Donald Trump and Lady Diana. 

Whichever option you did for the listening to voices activities move on to this… 

Do you know what the job is called for people who look after sheep?  

- Shepherd

Jesus tells a story about how sheep recognise the voice of the shepherd and follow 
the shepherd.  

Did you know that sheep can recognise the difference between their shepherd and 
other people? 

Jesus said that for us as people we need to learn to recognise His voice so that we 
can follow Him. 

Jesus doesn’t have a human body on earth anymore so how can He have a voice? 

Amy Winehouse doesn’t have a voice anymore but we can still listen to her songs, in 
a similar way, we have the Bible through which we can hear Jesus’ voice. 

Jesus’ Spirit is alive and we can ‘hear’ Jesus in that way 

Maybe sometimes when you are really still and settled you feel really safe and 
loved? That might be you noticing Jesus’ Spirit through your feelings – that’s one 
way to pray. 

Have you ever been on a trampoline and felt really alive? 

Jesus says that when we know Him we can feel really alive, often we notice feeling 
alive in our bodies, so that feeling on the trampoline might have been prayer.   

Prayer is communicating with Jesus – sometimes with our bodies (like on the 
trampoline), sometimes with our minds (like when we read the Bible), and 
sometimes with our feelings (maybe when we are still).

All of these are ways of us communicating and are ways we can notice Jesus 
communicating with us.  

Prayer is us talking and Jesus talking. 

Prayer is also us listening to Jesus, and Jesus listening to us. When we listen to 
Jesus, we notice what is Jesus’ voice, and, with practice, we learn to know the 
difference between His voice and our own voice.  

The more we pray the more we will come to recognise Jesus’ voice. Just like the 
more the sheep listen to their shepherd the better they recognise him (or her!) 
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Have a think, or talk to the people near you – in what ways do you pray? 

Listen to this Bible story – as you listen wonder what, if anything, Jesus might be 
saying to you today.3 

Reading: John 10:1-10 

Hymn: 
646 STF – Come and let us sweetly join OR 
519 STF – Father, I place into your hands the things I cannot do 

Reading: Acts 2:42-47 

Hymn: 
672 STF – Where can we find you? OR 
238 STF – Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 

Reflections on the readings 

There are at least two types of calling. The call of God to all humanity to respond to 
the love of God. The second type of call is particular to each one of us, it is how we 
live our life in the knowledge and experience of hearing the voice of the Shepherd 
and of receiving the love of God.  

We are all unique and so our path is different to everyone else in this room, in this 
town/city/village and the world.  

How we each best respond to God’s love in our unique life is our particular calling – 
our vocation. 

But how do we know how we can best respond to God’s love in our unique life? 

The reading from John about the Good Shepherd tells us almost everything we need 
to know about how to respond to God’s unique call - For a calling to emerge there 
needs to be a relationship between The Caller and the called. 

This means that the key is for us to recognise the voice of The Caller – Jesus’ voice. 

It is simple to say but is a lifetime’s work to really do and that is why it is good to 
learn new ways to pray. We do that by sharing our faith with each other as we read 
in Acts 2: 42 “They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers” 

 Taken from Palm Sunday Dialogues by David J Woodman3
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This Acts reading also makes clear that our calling is not just an individual one. The 
whole church has a calling to pray, to share with each other, and to share the good 
news with others.  

Just as we as individuals can have a special calling, so can a community. Each 
church community has its own calling, its own vocation. 

What might God be saying to us as a community through this Bible reading today? 

How would we feel if new people were ‘added to our number’ every week?  

What would we do differently? 

We would put out more chairs! 

But the new people will not just be here to sit in the chairs, they will be here to join in, 
to change us as we change them and God changes us all.  

Imagine if this were a reality. 

It would mean there were more Christians out in this community making a difference 
in their places of work and with their family and friends, we might as a church be able 
together to be involved in more social justice work, we could make more of the world 
a better place, which would be signs of awe and wonder. They would be signs of 
hope. We would be praising God. 

We said earlier that the more we pray the more we know how to pray, and then we 
learnt from Acts that the more we share our faith stories with one another, the more 
we learn from one another which means we will learn more ways to pray. And the 
more we pray the better we get at knowing what is God’s voice and what is our own. 

A wise woman from the 16th Century called Mary Ward learnt that if we pray in a 
way that makes us feel like a failure, then although that way of praying might be 
good for others or for ourselves at other times in our lives, if it is drawing us further 
away from God it is not helpful for now. So if you have tried prayer and it has made 
you feel like a failure – rather than give up, try another way of praying.  

Four ideas for prayer: 

1. Every time you wash your hands you could say The Lord’s Prayer

2. At the end of the day jot down 3 things you are grateful for,

3. If you have the internet check out some ideas on there,

4. We could find time together to share how we pray and we can learn from
each other, like they did in the early Church as we read in Acts.

The more we are able to discern God’s voice the more we will be able to work out 
what is our unique path – our calling, our vocation, both as individuals and as a 
community here. 

Today is Vocations Sunday. 
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In a moment we will listen to short Psalm, as you listen, listen out for Jesus’ voice. 
This Psalm was written as a lament as the poet who wrote it was in distress. But how 
about we read it with the knowledge that today is Vocations Sunday 

Read Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he leads me beside quiet waters, 
3     he refreshes my soul. 
He guides me along the right paths 
    for his name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk 
    through the darkest valley, 
I will fear no evil, 
    for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, 

 they comfort me. 

5 You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me 
    all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

 forever. 

Let us all sit quietly for one minute and wonder; did you hear Jesus’ voice in the 
reading? If so, what do you hear Jesus saying? If you didn’t – don’t worry! Enjoy the 
quiet.  

[Hold a minute of quiet] 

Let’s sing again…  4

Hymn: 
619 STF – Thanks for friends who keep on loving OR 
516 STF – What shall I do my God to love, my Saviour 

 ReflecEon wri.en by Alison Ransome4
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Prayers of intercession 

Amongst uncertainty about our futures, we look to you, Lord God. 

Amongst doubt, and fear and a desire to respond to your call, we look to you, Lord 
God. 

Perhaps we know what we must do, perhaps our vocation is clear before us, 

Perhaps we do not yet know; perhaps we have never been more confused about 
what we are supposed to do. 

In this time, on this vocation Sunday, show us how we can respond to a world in 
need. 

We spend a moment now, in quiet, bringing before you the situations on our hearts 
and minds which we wish to pray for. In the quiet, hear our prayers, Lord Jesus. 

[Pause in quiet to allow people to pray]. 

We pray for all those affected by Covid 19, and all involved in responding to that 
virus, all those ‘on the front line’. 

By your grace, Lord Jesus, come amongst us. 

Comforter and healer God, we pray for all who have been recently bereaved. 
By your grace, comfort those of us who weep. 

May we be an answer to pray today, in some mysterious way. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen.  5

We will now take up the offering. 

Blessing the offering 

Grace has been given to us. We respond with what gifts we have. Use them, Lord 
God, to build your Kingdom here on earth. 

Amen.  6

Hymn: 
661 STF – Give me the faith OR 
513 STF – Take this moment, sign and space 

 Prayers of intercession wri.en by Tim Baker5

 AddiEonal prayers by Tim Baker6
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Blessing 
Know then that God is with you 
Even as the days look different 

Ask what you can do to make God’s kingdom real for someone 
Through what you do: prayer, chat, safe acts of kindness 

Know God is at work. 

Amen.7

 Closing prayers wri.en by Jane Bingham7
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