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News
Life in all its fulness (in lockdown)

Over these last few weeks, we have experienced an entirely different way of life in
ways we never would have imagined. Yet life does go on, and amongst the grief
and heart-ache that so many have experienced, there are so many stories
emerging of compassion and heroism, of people rediscovering community and
connecting with their neighbours in new ways. 

As worship leaders and local preachers, we have had to adapt, and we have
responded in different ways.  This issue of eNews is packed with ideas and
resources to equip us to live out our calling in ways we never thought possible. 

Attending Local Preachers’ Meetings is one our responsibilities as local
preachers, and it's more important than ever that we keep connected during
lockdown. We have put some ideas together about how we can continue to meet
online to encourage each other in our ministry.  You can download them here,
together with a helpful video about using Zoom for online meetings.

Lots of ideas and advice about how to run worship online, and links to regular
online worship are available on the Singing the Faith Plus website.

More general help and advice for individuals and churches during the current
Covid-19 pandemic are also available on the Methodist website and are updated
regularly.

Through 2020/21 we will be producing materials that help us to use story and
testimony in services. We are also developing a tool to help you collect the stories
in your church that need to be told. We’d love to hear how you are already sharing
story in the life of your church.  All of our Christian stories involve something of
God’s movement and reassurances, let’s find ways to build up the Church in
declaring who we are in Christ.

Stories are an essential part of human life.  They
communicate who we are and what we believe and
can be so encouraging, especially in times like these. 
So how do we learn to tell the story of our faith and
put the stories that matter back at the centre of our
worship and mission? 

The Story Project aims to encourage us to tell our
stories. On this website there are 101 stories of God
working in and through people’s lives. 

MHA Sunday 
MHA Sunday is a date where the church
traditionally comes together to give thanks for
the work of Methodist Homes (MHA) and to offer
prayer for those in later life and those who care
for them.  This year Covid-19 has had
devastating impact in our homes and schemes,
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At 3pm on Sunday  14 June, MHA will be broadcasting a service where we not only
have the opportunity to give thanks and pray, but this year to also pause and
remember those lives that have been lost to this disease, to pray for all in later life
and those who care for them. 

Please will you stand with us in thanksgiving and remembrance at 3pm on Sunday
14 June?  Further details will be available on the MHA website nearer the time.

They are Paul Harrod from Olveston in Gloucestershire, Karen Taylor from Fareham
in Hampshire, Jan Thompson from Bromley in Kent and William Wade from Cuffley
in Hertfordshire.  The final was due to be held on 25th June, and a new format will
be announced very soon.  Latest news and some inspiring stories about previous
contestants and their sermons are on the LWPT website.

Ideas & Resources

TKC Digital Family Adventure Prayer Map: Perfect for home schooling, the
Digital Family Adventure Prayer Map takes you and your children through 11 days
of fun prayer activities between Ascension and Pentecost. 
Please order resources from Methodist Publishing by midday on Wednesday 13
May, midday, for delivery in time for the start of TKC on 21 May, 2020.

There is free UK delivery on all online orders through Methodist Publishing at
present. Downloadable versions can be found on The Methodist Church website.

The current Bible Month magazine on Ruth, and previous issues on Colossians,
James and Jonah can all be downloaded free.  Perhaps you could download and
send these round to your groups or congregations by email for them to use?  The
material is also ideal for use in online worship and the discussion starters can be
used for online homegroups and Bible studies.  Also well worth watching are
Rachel Starr's two videos introducing Ruth, also on the Bible Month website.

A Methodist Way of Life 
A Methodist Way of Life is a new way of living – with daily disciplines – based on
‘new monasticism’ ideas and on Our Calling. 

with hundreds of lives lost including our
residents, members and colleagues. 

Sermon of the Year
Preach magazine is delighted to announce the
names of the four finalists in its nationwide
Christian event, Sermon of the Year 2020. 

Thy Kingdom Come
Join the global wave of prayer calling all
Christians to pray between Ascension and
Pentecost for more people to come to know Jesus
Christ: 21-31 May 2020. There are helpful
resources too: 
   
Jesus Loves All: A Prayer Journal Journey
through the eleven days of Thy Kingdom Come
using the prayer journal Jesus loves all, written
by Methodist Youth President, Thelma Commey.

Is your church or circuit doing Bible Month soon?
Or are you wondering how to achieve this during
lockdown?  The Bible Month website has some
great ideas and resources for making this
happen.  
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It seeks to express what it means to follow Jesus in the regular, practical actions of
worship, learning and caring, service and evangelism. 
To find out more click here.

Wellbeing and Mental Health
For those of us with a call to preach and lead worship, these strange times of
lockdown have affected us in many different ways.  For some, there's been the
opportunity to try new ways of online worship and develop new skills.  Others have
welcomed a break from weekly preparation to volunteer in their communities or
catch up with reading.  Others have felt a sense of dislocation as their contribution
to the life and worship of the church seems to suddenly be irrelevant.  Many of us
have reasons to be anxious, or are facing grief or worry about uncertainty in the
future. 
The Ministries Team has compiled a helpful paper with ideas and resources to help
us with our wellbeing and mental health at present.  Whilst prepared primarily for
ordained ministers, there is much of value for all of us.  
You can download it here.

Methodist Modern Art Collection 
Eight new posters (A2 size) have been produced from the Methodist Modern Art
Collection.  These are ideal as a focus for personal reflection and to stimulate
conversation about what Christ and faith mean to us. The posters can be ordered
from Methodist Publishing. 
Free UK delivery is available on all online orders through Methodist Publishing until
further notice.

Training

Thank you for your patience with us as we experienced two unplanned
interruptions to service on our course website over the last couple of months. 
These were both due to technical problems at the company that currently hosts
our Moodle site.  As I write, the site is unavailable again.  This time, we planned
it.  We are doing a major change and moving to a different computer system to try
to ensure these problems don't happen again.

Don't forget to visit our Facebook page.

Over 80 portfolios have been uploaded for
moderation this spring, and moderation is
proceeding right now. Outcomes will be
confirmed and students advised by end of May
as usual.
30 September 2019 is the next closing date for
moderation.  If you are intending to complete a
portfolio by then, please give your tutor plenty
of time to give you feedback on all your
portfolio items. 

Submission of Assignments
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We have now been advised that we will be able to get periodic access to mail sent
to Methodist Church House.  It is now therefore fine to send portfolios to the usual
address, and we will seek to ensure that these are assessed as soon as we can. 
We cannot however make any promises at this time when assessment might be
complete, or results released. 
We would also recommend that you keep copies of anything you send, in case
anything should go wrong with the mailing arrangements.  Thank you for your
patience.

Footnote
Last Sunday's gospel reading (John 10:1-10) struck me
as particularly pertinent for these times.  Jesus speaks of a
sheep pen of which he is the gate. There's a certain
comfort in knowing that through Jesus, we enter into a
place of safety.  The coupling of this reading with Psalm
23 reinforced this: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not
want. He makes me lie down in green pastures...
 
A gate though can be used in both directions. Jesus calls
his sheep and leads them out. The shepherd in the psalm
leads his sheep beside still waters, but also through the
darkest valley. Many of us, and those we love, are not

sheltering in safe pens just now but on the front line in places of risk or travelling
through dark valleys of anxiety or loss. 

Eventually, all of us will be able to venture back into a world tentatively finding
normality again. As preachers, perhaps that normality will be different, with
changing patterns of worship.  Online worship has been reaching many people
than previously attended church and almost certainly will form a key part of our
mission from now on.  Will we have the courage to follow the call of Jesus out of
the pen and into a new and challenging reality?
 
For the moment though, may God be with you in whatever you are facing, and
strengthen you in your faith and service. 
 
Bob Bartindale, Officer for Worship & Local Preachers
bartindaleb@methodistchurch.org.uk
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In our previous Newsletter in March, we
requested that no portfolios be sent for
connexional assessment until further
notice. 
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