
Conference 2020 – Workshop – the Post Covid-19 Church 

 

In 1820, the Wesleyan Conference met in Liverpool and in the light of a fall in the 
number of members, the Conference started a process of critical self-examination and 
renewed attention to Wesley’s Twelve Rules of a Helper (1753). From which they 
recommitted themselves afresh to God, and rededicated themselves to their pastoral 
responsibilities.  
 
The fathers of 1820 could not have imagined the circumstances in which the successor 
Conference would be meeting today. The Church, society and their future have changed 
by the Coronavirus pandemic.  
 
There are many questions and challenges posed by this pandemic for the church, and 
there is a need for reflection, to consider what is being learnt through this season, and 
how we can embrace new patterns and priorities in the future. This needs to embrace 
not only church-centred concerns but also how we can speak and act prophetically to the 
world about, for instance, climate change and economic policy.    
 
This workshop is a time to reflect, think and discuss the question of what are the things 
that a local church or a circuit should set as its priorities as we continue to seek to fulfil 
Our Calling that will serve Christ throughout the Connexion and the world.   
 
The task of the Conference workshop is to design ‘Twelve Rules for a post Covid-19 
Church’. Each workshop will be invited to submit its 12 Rules to be posted on the 
Conference webpages.  
 
Among the matters on which the workshop will want to reflect are  

• how can ministers and members be attentive to their own self-care, physically, 
emotionally and spiritually, as we move from lockdown to a new situation? 

• how can priorities be set (not to do too much too quickly)? 
• how can the temporary letting go of things allow us to leave behind things we 

have outgrown? 
• what unexpected riches have been discovered in lockdown? 

 
Finally, how might the conclusions of this conversation be communicated to the 
Connexion in a way that is pastoral and encouraging? 
  



Twelve Rules of a Post Covid Church 
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