
Conference 2020 Workshop  

We talked around a whole range of points that we felt the church needs to consider as 
the limitations and restrictions ease – not enough time to hone them into 12 rules, but 
these are the broad themes – in no particular order:  

• Whilst looking forward in faith and  hope to the post-Covid 19 era, we must 
recognise that we are likely to be continue to be in the “in Covid 19” era for quite 
some time to come and to live faithfully as the church engaged with the now – 
especially mindful of those for whom relaxation of restrictions will not have much 
impact – elderly, otherwise vulnerable, isolated, anxious about exposure to 
company. We will be the prophetic voice into the current situation at whatever 
stage of emergence/recovery we find ourselves in. 

• We will be aware and harness the benefits of electronic communication in all its 
forms, whilst maintaining our awareness of those of our people, and others, for 
whom technology is not, or cannot be, the single solution. 

• We will watch over ourselves, each other and our communities in love  – 
remembering that our own wellbeing is vital to our being equipped to be God’s 
people. 

• In watching over each other, we will have particular attention to those who have 
continued to serve us and the community (Ministers and Lay, in the church and 
key workers n the community) to ensure that they have appropriate  time for 
recovery, refreshment and reorientation. We will also be careful of those who 
have laid aside ministries or employment – both within the church and beyond. 

• We will recognise, affirm and continue to support foodbanks, hygiene banks and 
other societal support structures, recognising that the Good News of the Gospel is 
never separate from the flourishing of God’s people and his creation. 

• We will continue to support our world neighbours in their recovery and release 
from the impacts of Covid 19. We will pay attention to those in our communities 
who are separated from their families and who have not been able to fulfil the 
cultural expectations upon them due to physical separation and travel restriction, 
and similarly we will support those who now find themselves isolated among us as 
family elsewhere in the world have been lost. 

• We will offers God’s love and grace into bereavement, job loss, relationship 
breakdown and all situations of loss – offering our services and spaces as 
permissible for appropriate memorial and thanksgiving, and using our resources 
to support programmes of wellbeing, self-worth, skills training and employment 
where possible. 

• We will recognise that our story of the impact of Covid 19 may be very different 
from that of our neighbour, so we will make time and space to share dissonant 
stories in order to be a part of “the healing of the nations.” 

• We will use the renewed respect for churches carefully, being willing to speak 
truth to power and be a prophetic voice into the public space – working to ensure 
that the injustices (health, wealth, discrimination in all its forms) widened during 
the pandemic are narrowed and closed. 



• We will value, treasure and build upon what we have found that, even in the  time 
of Covid, we have been able to do, and we will use that inform our progression in 
terms of our use of resources and our impact on the planet. 

• We will continue to treasure that worship has been enabled to  become truly 
global, that through online facilities families across the world have been enabled 
to worship and fellowship together – and we will continue to develop our (new) 
online communities. 

• We will encourage the taking of time and space to reflect on the purpose of our 
buildings and their contribution to our worship and mission, and resist the 
temptation to create the future in the image of the past 

 

 


