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News
A life online

Back in March, very few of us had ever heard of Zoom.  Yet now, many of us have
been finding all sorts of new ways of working and worshipping online.  Research
suggests that there has been a big increase in the number of people "attending"
worship during lockdown, and some churches have found that their online
congregations are far bigger than the numbers who used to come to physical
church.  

Of course, the experience of online worship is very different from worship in a
physical community, and it's much easier to be disengaged and distracted from
what happens on a screen.  So what are we learning for the future?  The Learning
Network and Singling the Faith Plus have organised a webinar (an online seminar)
called Online Worship - what have we learned?  on 22nd September - more
information is  below.

Maintaining our fellowship as local preachers and worship leaders in these times is
not easy.  There are ideas on the LP Secretaries' page on the Methodist website
(click here) including a Guidance Note on Local Preachers' Meetings during
lockdown, and a video guide about using Zoom.  We aim to keep the "Frequently
Asked Questions" (FAQs) up to date.  For all training updates, please check the
Worship: Leading & Preaching page here.

Lots of ideas and advice about how to run worship online, and links to regular
online worship are available on the Singing the Faith Plus website.

More general help and advice for individuals and churches during the Covid-19
pandemic, and guidance on returning to church buildings, are also available on the
Methodist website and are updated regularly.
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The 2019 Methodist Conference adopted a report called "The Theology and
Ecclesiology Underpinning the Diaconate and the Methodist Diaconal Order." 
Among other things, the resolution stated: The Conference affirms that preaching
is part of the ministry of deacons and directs that from 1st September 2020,
Deacons shall no longer be listed as Local Preachers on the Plan, and that all
Deacons will be members of the Local Preachers’ Meeting.

More information is now available about how this affects Local Preachers'
Meetings, and arrangments in circuits.  You can find some Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQ) here.

Events

Online Worship Webinar
As churches, individuals and circuits, we’ve been learning so much about how to
worship and make community online as a result of Covid-19 and the restrictions it
has brought in its wake. For many, Zoom, YouTube, Instagram, Facebook (and
even those old-fashioned things called phones) have opened up unexpected
horizons of creativity and mission.  

The Connexional Team and Singing the Faith Plus are planning a series of events in
early autumn that will allow us to share some of our learning and develop best
practice for the future. What patterns have you used, what lessons have you
learned, what changes have you made, and what excites you for the future?  

To find out more, see the flyer here.  You can book online here.

Speakers include Sam Wells, Anna Carter Florence, Augustine Tanner Ihm and
Joanna Collicutt. Tickets are £25, or £10 for subscribers to either the Church
Times or The Preacher.  Book online here.

Deacons and Preaching

The 2020 Virtual Festival of Preaching takes
place on Tuesday 29 September, 10am - 4.15pm.
A brand new online festival, providing a chance
for preachers to pause, take stock, and find fresh
inspiration for the weeks ahead.

Sermon of the Year
Preach magazine is delighted to announce
William Wade, Baptist Minister of Life Church,
Cuffley in Hertfordshire as the winner of Sermon
of the Year 2020. A video of the final can be
viewed here.
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Preaching in a Time of Crisis with the Rt Revd Prof Tom Wright, former
Anglican Bishop of Durham. Thursday 1st October 2020, 1pm to 3pm, via Zoom. 
To book, click here and enter the password Preach110 when prompted.

These workshops are free, but donations are welcome when you book your place.

Ideas & Resources

At a time of new and changing ways of being Church, ROOTS resources continue
to help faith communities plan worship, lead groups - and nurture adults, children
and young people in faith. 
You can use the ROOTS website FREE for the whole of September 2020.  Time
perhaps to rediscover what ROOTS has to offer for worship either as we return to
our buildings, or online.  To sign up, click here.

Dots - Action for Children's under-fives team bring advice and one-on-one chat
support. They also signpost people to local services, and the best parenting apps
and websites we can find. 

Talk - Here we offer free and confidential live chat with our parenting coaches.
They can refer parents who might be struggling to get support and advice. 

Build Sound Minds - This website brings together a vast amount of resources to
help improve young people’s emotional wellbeing, and for those caring for them to
look after themselves.

Two Online Workshops

The Value of Preaching in Ministry with the
Rt Revd John Pritchard, former Anglican
Bishop of Oxford,   Thursday 17th September,
11am to 1pm, via Zoom.  To book, click here
and enter the password Preach17 when
prompted.   

Action for Children Sunday was on 12th July
but it can be marked at any time.  There are
resources on the AFC website here, which can be
used online too.   

Also, AFC have boosted our online resources to
support children and families, recognising that
many families are finding themselves under
extreme pressure at this time.  Among these
resources are:

Many of us are involved as churches in
considering what 'mission' looks like for you in
the coming months as lockdown eases and
economic realities bite.  JPIT have resources to
help us to pray and listen to our communities, so
that we can become part of building a recovery
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You will find outlines for four times of worship which can be adapted for online use,
and Rachel Starr's two videos introducing Ruth are well worth watching.

As one prisoner said recently after doing a Taketime meditation, “Not only do I
believe in God, I have now connected with God!”

providing residential care in an active Christian environment.  More details about
LWPHomes can be found here.

"Three purposefully minded individuals are needed to join the LWPHomes Board of
trustees.  The primary requirement is that our trustees are Christian, ideally from
within the Methodist or Wesleyan Reform churches, and that we have a Board that
reflects true diversity.  We welcome applicants who will bring pastoral enthusiasm,
ideally, allied to other skills and experiences to support our work. If this is for you,
enthusiasm is the key as training will be provided - no experience of the care
industry is required.  More details can be obtained from our Head Office – contact
Simon Lee, Director of Care Services at simon.lee@lwphomes.org.uk or 01702
342059."

Training

prioritising justice and peace.  See the JPIT
website here. 

A reminder that this year's Bible Month resources
on Ruth are still available, and can be used at
any time.  They make a great focus for online
worship or study/fellowship groups.  The Bible
Month website has some great ideas and
resources for making this happen.  

Taketime Meditations in
Worship  
Taketime Meditations are used in all sorts of
contexts including schools and prisons, and they
work especially well in worship.  Taketime have
now produced an online training course for
people wanting to know how to use the
meditations with others (including in worship).
If you would like to know more visit the
Taketime website. 

Crossroads Retreats
Are you or someone in your church needing to
take time to reflect?  Maybe you are at a
crossroads in life considering the next part of
their vocational journey?  Crossroads retreats
might be able to help.  More info here.  

Leaders of Worship and Preachers Homes
(LWPH), successor to the Methodist Local
Preachers Mutual Aid Association (LPMA), needs
to recruit three new trustees to support its work

For some, lockdown has provided a fresh
opportunity and incentive to engage with
study.  Others have had to interrupt their study
because of the demands of parenting, caring
and work.  Be encouraged - God remains
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This was a brand new experience in online working for all of us, and whilst we
missed the fresh air and great food of Cliff, there was much learning and laughter
and many new friendships and connections were made.  We look forward to
relaunching Summer School at Cliff, hopefully in 2021, but we are also exploring
how we can offer more online learning opportunities in the future.  If you were one
of those on the waiting list for Summer School online, don't despair but keep
watching this space...

Worship: Leading & Preaching is changing... 
It has always been our aim to offer the best training we possibly can for Worship
Leaders and Local Preachers.  This includes removing obstacles to learning, so that
we can concentrate on theology rather than the mechanics of constructing a
portfolio.

Next month, we hope to launch our next upgrade, WLP 3.0.  Among other
changes, this simplifies the way portfolios are built and removes many of the
forms which cause problems to people working with different kinds of devices. The
learning content of the course remains the same.  Initially, we will only be
enrolling new students onto WLP 3.0.  We will give full information to them and
their tutors and support will be available from their regional Learning Network.

Later in the year, we will make WLP 3.0 available to existing students who wish to
transfer from WLP 2.0, starting with those who complete their Portfolio A this
autumn.  Please be assured that the existing course (WLP 2.0) will remain
available and will be fully supported for the foreseeable future.

More information on WLP 3.0 can be found here.

Autumn 2020 Moderation
Congratulations to the 95 students whose portfolios were successful in spring, and
thanks to their Tutors and Mentors for your support and encouragment to them.   

30th September 2020 is the next closing date for moderation.  If you are intending
to complete a portfolio by then, please give your tutor plenty of time to give you
feedback on all your portfolio items. 

Don't forget to visit our Facebook page.

faithful, and the course is designed to be
flexible to fit around the demands of life. 
There is guidance on the website here for
those who are wondering about their portfolios
whilst worship in church is not possible. 

Summer School Online
Sadly, we had to cancel both Spring School and
Summer School at Cliff College this year due to
COVID-19.  Instead, we offered Summer School
Online, with Explore sessions online using Zoom. 
76 places were available, and priority was given
to those who had already booked to go to Cliff.

Portfolio Success
Congratulations to the 29 students
whose portfolios were assessed in
spring. Thanks also to the Connexional
Assessors who worked hard to mark the
portfolios and ensure that we could
release the results as soon as we could.
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Thanks to all for your patience as we worked with the difficulties lockdown
presented, with no access possible to Methodist Church House for several weeks. 
We now have access once more to mail sent to Methodist Church House, so
portfolios should be sent to the usual address.

A Reminder for Students and Tutors
There are only two more opportunities for assessment of Faith & Worship
portfolios. The next deadline is 30th September 2020 - six weeks from now. 
The final date for submission of Faith & Worship portfolios is 31st March
2021.  We will not be able to accept any portfolios submitted after this date.

Footnote
As I write, today's suggested reading in the Methodist
Prayer Handbook gives us a flashback to Pentecost.  Peter
suddenly finds himself preaching to an excitable crowd in
the street, just weeks after cowering in a High Priest's
courtyard trying to avoid attention.  After quoting from
Joel the prophet, he makes this remarkable assertion:
Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by
miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you
through him, as you yourselves know. (Acts 2:22, NIV).

His listeners were in no doubt that Jesus was special -
many of them had witnessed what he's done, or knew

someone who had.  The questions for them were: Should we trust him? Is he the
real deal? Or was he just another religious fanatic offering  unrealistic promises in
exchange for unreasonable commitment?  Peter's response is clear. Jesus is God's
man, and the proof is in his resurrection. No one escapes death, except for God's
Messiah. This Jesus is the one you can trust.

Today, there is a crisis of trust. Politicians and governments across the world are
struggling for credibility. People are losing faith in science to solve our problems.
Fate and luck are assumed by many to be all there is. But here is One we can
trust, on whom we can build our lives. One who gives us hope and a future. As
preachers, let us keep our confidence in the one we trust, and take every
opportunity to communicate the hope we have in Jesus. Perhaps sometime, we'll
be able to do that back in church too...
  
Bob Bartindale, Officer for Worship & Local Preachers
bartindaleb@methodistchurch.org.uk
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