Preaching
and
PANDEMIC
A series of on-line workshops from the
College of Preachers
We are living in extraordinary times. In these times, the Church continues to preach a
message of hope and the loving presence of God. How do we share that message in
a way that speaks to people in the midst of COVID-19 and all that has arisen from it ¯
illness, bereavement, fear, economic crisis and uncertainty? In this series of workshops,
we will explore different aspects of preaching as they relate to a COVID-19 world.

WORKSHOPS

Preaching to a
Re-formed
Congregation

Preaching in a
Time of Crisis

1 October 2020,
13.00-15.00
Led by the Rt Revd
Tom Wright
Free, but donations invited

21 September 2020,
14.00-16.00
Led by the Revd Dr
Michael Beck, £5
As we emerge from
lockdown, churches
are again gathering for
public worship, but in
circumstances that can
feel very different from
what was familiar before
the pandemic. This
workshop will explore
how our preaching can
facilitate the rebuilding
of our congregations as
communities, providing
hope and encouragement
as we learn to worship
together in new ways.

The COVID-19 pandemic
is just one issue facing
humanity today. We are
all aware of the economic
toll the virus and efforts
to mitigate are taking
across the world. There
are concerns about global
politics and rivalries
between powerful nations,
and we are in the midst
of a global environmental
crisis. How can our
preaching both challenge
and reassure people by
helping them to see God at
work even in dark times?
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Preaching During
COVID

3 October 2020,
15.00-17.00
Led by Paul Johns, £5
COVID-19 has made its
home among us. For how
long? We don’t know.
With what consequences?
We’re still discovering.
What and how do we
preach in these times?
The word to be preached
is the gospel of Jesus, but
it needs to be preached
in context. COVID-19 is a
big context. This seminar
is an opportunity to look
at some biblical texts and
themes in the context of
COVID-19,to exchange
insights and so enrich
each other’s preaching.

Preaching on
Healing in a Time
of Pandemic
13th October,
14.30-16.30
Led by the Revd Prof
Helen Leatherard, £7

What do we mean when
we talk about ‘healing’
and a theology of healing?
What place is there for
preaching about healing in
the midst of a pandemic?
This workshop will look
at ways we can speak
confidently of healing and
wellness offered in Christ,
providing hope without
giving false hope.

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS
MICHAEL BECK is a retired Anglican Priest and a tutor with the Lindisfarne
College of Theology, where he teaches preaching. He holds a doctoral degree in
preaching and has over 30 years’ experience of parish and chaplaincy ministry.
TOM WRIGHT is a theologian, New Testament scholar, author and former Bishop
of Durham. Since retiring as Bishop of Durham, he has been Research Professor of New
Testament and Early Christianity at St Andrew’s University. In October 2019, he took up
the post of Senior Research Fellow at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. His most recent book is God
and the Pandemic, published by SPCK.
PAUL JOHNS is a Methodist local/lay preacher. He has Masters’ Degrees in history and theology, and a particular
interest in preaching which addresses contemporary issues. Formerly Director of the College of Preachers, and a
contributor to Radio 4’s ‘Thought for the Day’, he has a background in management consultancy, political campaigning
and charity work.
HELEN LEATHERARD is a Church of England Priest, retired academic pharmacologist, and a trustee of the Guild of
Health & St Raphael. She has conducted and published research on Christian healing and has served as a member of
the Bishop’s Healing Ministry Advisory Team in Blackburn Diocese and is a former editor of the journal Chrism.

For information and links to book a place on the above workshops, please visit

www.collegeofpreachers.co.uk/events

