
 

 

 
 

 

Voting Matters! 
This session plan is designed to help children and young people to understand and engage 
with: 

 what it means to be a representative  

 the roles of the Methodist Youth Reps 

 the role of Methodist Youth President 

 why it is important that they should vote and prepare appropriately 
 

(*timings are for guidance – you may prefer to adapt the time spent to suit your group) 
Time* Activity Resources 

10-20 mins 
 
(longer may 
be required 
if the youth 
rep videos 
are shown) 

Activity 1: What is a representative? 
 
This activity enables the children and young people to explore what it 
means to represent someone else, and to find out about the 3Generate 
Youth Reps. 
 
Ask the group to ‘elect’ one of the members to represent them (this 
could be done by a show of hands or some other voting mechanism). 
 
Choose a topic that the group wants to discuss, for example: 

- A conversation about same sex marriage 
- What is the best programme on Netflix? 
- The rights and wrongs of having a school uniform. 

 

At this point one of the leaders should leave the room, or at least 
distance themselves from the rest of the group so they are not part of 
the wider conversation. (If you are meeting online, then one of the 
leaders, or young person if preferred, could temporarily leave the video 
call). The person who was elected as the representative listens to the 
conversation and takes notes. Allow the conversation to run for three to 
four minutes. Then ask the representative to ‘report back’ to the leader 
who left the room, to share the views and opinions of the group. 
 
Then discuss: 

- What did it feel like to be the representative? 
- Does the group feel the individual did a good job of representing 

the different views? 
- What skills are needed to be a good representative? 

 

 
 

Access to the 
internet and 
the means to 
show the 
videos. 



 

 

 
Make the group aware that: 

 there is a volunteer team of Youth Representatives, chosen by 
children and young people, whose job it is to represent them in 
various different places and meetings. 

 there is also a Youth President to represent children and young 
people – but this is a fulltime paid role (the activity below 
explores the role of Youth President more fully). 

 You can interact with the Youth Reps to share your views and 
opinions with them (e.g. you could invite a Youth Rep to 
‘virtually’ visit your youth group, or they may be present at 
District events). 

 don’t forget the Youth Reps can be contacted at any time 
throughout the year via email: 3GenReps@methodist.org.uk   
Twitter: @3GenReps 

Instagram: 3genreps 

 

You may find it helpful to watch some or all of the videos, available 
online, about the Youth Rep roles www.methodist.org.uk/youthreps 
Or there is a Youth Rep playlist on the 3GenTV YouTube channel. 
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqTT6q-dMtkH3sqOi83jbSkM-
mV4BmxlJ  
 
It may be appropriate at this point to discuss with your group, or with 
individuals, whether any of them, either now or in the future, may be 
interested in standing as a Rep. For those interested, signpost them to 
the website for more information and perhaps consider putting some 
mentoring in place locally to support them through the process when the 
time comes. 
 
Candidates who are standing to be elected as Youth Reps will have a 
short video about them available to watch on the 3Gen App from late 
October/Early November. Encourage your young people to watch these 
videos before they vote. 
 

15 mins Activity 2: Voting 
 
This activity explores voting for the Youth President at 3Generate. 
 
Briefly brainstorm with your group the different ways that people can get 
their voice heard. Draw out that one way of being heard is through voting 
for those who represent you. Have a brief conversation with your group 
about voting for the Youth President of the Methodist Church and why 
this might be important, not only for them as individuals, but also for the 
wider 3Generate and Church community. You may find it useful to create 
a list of reasons together. 
 

Pens/paper 
 
Access to 
YouTube and  
the means to 
show the 
Youth 
President 
candidate 
videos. 
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Candidates who stand for the role of Youth President each produce a 
campaign video that sums up who they are and what they want to 
achieve during the Youth President year. These are published online in 
October. 
 
Take some time with your group to watch the candidate’s campaign 
videos together. These can be found from October onwards on 
www.youtube.com/3generatetv. Before watching give each member of 
your group a sheet of paper and ask them to score the candidates as they 
view the videos. You may find it helpful before you watch the videos, to 
decide together how you will the score the candidates, for example 
based on: 

- personality of candidate 
- skills on display in each video 
- the relevance or importance of the candidate’s plans for the 

Youth President year 
 

After watching the videos, discuss the scores together. This conversation 
could lead on to further learning about the importance of choosing the 
right person for the role and how we best do that. 
 
As facilitator make sure you draw out the learning below: 

- voting for people to represent you is an important way of having 
your voice heard 

- you need to be well-informed about the role and candidates in 
order to use your vote well. 

 

5 mins Prayer 
You may like to finish by encouraging those in the group to pray for those 
who are standing as candidates, as well as for wisdom when they choose 
who to vote for. This may be an opportunity to try a time of listening to 
what God may be saying to them. 
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