
Many of the men, women and children on board the Mayflower were 
seeking a new life. Having rejected the established Church in England, they 
were meeting to worship in secret. They were eventually forced to flee and 
begin a new life in Holland. Life there was difficult and war was looming, 
so they decided to pursue a fresh start in America where they could escape 
religious persecution and worship freely. They sailed on 16 September 1620 
from Plymouth and were to become known as the Pilgrim Fathers. 

Many of the original pilgrims died during the first winter in America because 
of disease, hunger and cold. Those who survived, formed a treaty with the 
local Native Americans who taught them how to plant crops and survive 
in their new home. This resulted in a bumper harvest in autumn 1621 and 
the pilgrims celebrated with a three-day festival of prayer. They invited their 
Native Americans friends to join them for a huge feast, which later became 
known as the first Thanksgiving.

STORY 1
The Mayflower: a journey to escape persecution



The Revd Thomas Coke, a friend and colleague of John Wesley, had a passion 
to take the good news of Jesus Christ to the whole world. In 1786, he set sail 
bound for Newfoundland, but blown off course, found harbour in Antigua 
on Christmas Day. There he discovered and preached to a congregation of 
1,000 people at a society started in 1760 by Nathaniel Gilbert amongst the 
slaves on his plantation. Coke took the exciting story back to Britain and this 
marked the start of Methodist mission overseas. 

Coke had a vision of a mission to Asia and set sail for what was then 
Ceylon, but died in his cabin in 1814 and was buried at sea. Coke brought 
to Methodism a world vision and, following his death there was a huge 
expansion of mission to take the good news of Jesus across the world. 
It resulted in the official acknowledgement of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Missionary Society by the 1816 Conference.

STORY 2
The Revd Thomas Coke: a journey to preach the gospel 



Dorothy Ripley was born in Whitby in 1767 to Methodist parents. Under 
the influence of John Wesley and his group of travelling women preachers, 
she became an evangelist and felt called to travel to the USA in 1801 to 
preach against slavery. She gained an audience with the President, Thomas 
Jefferson, and received his permission to minister to slaves, to preach to their 
owners and to found a school for freed slaves. She became the first woman 
to preach inside the Capitol building and received the “approbation” of the 
President for her work. 

Dorothy ministered to many men and women in prison and particularly 
to African slaves. She faced hostility as a woman preacher but with 
perseverance often won over her opponents through her preaching. She 
travelled thousands of miles in the USA and Britain attending camp meetings 
with other travelling evangelists. She died in Virginia in 1831, aged 64.

STORY 3
Dorothy Ripley: a journey to speak out for justice



Struggling to earn enough money, Tommy and his wife Mabel moved from 
the south of Zimbabwe to Gokwe, in the centre of the country, where 
people spoke a different language and tended to spend their time with  
their own families. The couple felt lonely and described themselves as 
“strangers in the land”.

A local organisation, which works with All We Can (AWC), has helped 
Tommy and Mabel to join with their neighbours in starting a business 
rearing chickens. Now they not only have a stable income and improved 
standard of living, but also friends in the community.

Tommy says, “What excited me the most was the whole process of getting 
to meet and interact with people. Especially people who I never thought 
would interact with me. The whole concept of coming together mattered  
to me.”

All We Can helps vulnerable people in some of the world’s poorest 
communities. It helps them to connect with others and to fulfil their God-
given potential.

STORY 4
Tommy and Mabel: 
a journey to earn  

a living



It wasn’t long after becoming a Christian that Angleena felt the Lord 
was saying “I’ve called you to the nations.” The sense of God calling 
her to overseas ministry intensified. She was eventually accepted as a 
Methodist mission partner and sent to Sri Lanka to serve the large English-
speaking Methodist congregation in Colombo. Angleena had to leave her 
appointment a year early as she contracted dengue fever twice. The second 
time she was in a critical state and unable to work for six months, but she 
felt God’s peace and healing as she recovered. 

Angleena is now stationed to Israel/Palestine. She works at the Methodist 
Liaison Office and as an ecumenical pastor, as well as alongside a number of 
Palestinian organisations within the West Bank and Gaza. On regular visits 
to Gaza, she meets with the local Christians and Near Middle East Council 
of Churches, participating in ecumenical and interfaith initiatives. Angleena 
says, “It has been a great joy to organise group visits, encouraging visitors 
not only to visit the holy sites, but also the local people, both Palestinians 
and Israelis – and to hear their stories. Along with various groups we seek 
to work together for peace and justice.”

STORY 5
Angleena Keizer: a journey to bring God’s peace


