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News
Methodist Way of Life rediscovered 
 
We will all remember 2020!  But despite the fact that the COVID-19 pandemic has
affected us all, our experiences have varied widely.  For some, the suffering and
loss have been profound, others have experienced hardship in the form of
unemployment, poverty, loneliness and mental distress.  For some, there is a
profound sense of loss and dismay - what does it mean to be called as a preacher
when you can't preach?  For others, a sense of survivors' guilt - "Why am I OK
when so many others have so much pain?"   

Amongst all of this, wonderful examples of hope and compassion have emerged:
it's no surprise that churches are often at the front line tackling food poverty and
homelessness, and finding imaginative ways to care for those who are isolated and
alone. Many worship leaders and local preachers have discovered new ways of
communicating the gospel, often finding a ready audience online amongst people
who have no strong connection to church. Others have found time to pursue their
study, catch up on reading and prepare for a new phase of their ministry.  

For some of us, the loss of regular preaching opportunities was a shock, as we
realised how much our devotional life was built around our preparation for
worship.  The launch of Methodist Way of Life (MWoL) has come at just the right
moment.  It provides a framework for a life of discipleship based on core Methodist
principles and is already being adopted and talked about throughout Methodism.

Small cards outlining MWoL will be given to all members with their membership
ticket. People are forming small groups to encourage each other with following the
suggested rule of life.  As local preachers and worship leaders, we can have a key
role in promoting and explaining the Methodist Way of Life.  I am delighted that
Revd Dr Roger Walton, author of the MWoL books, has contributed to this
newsletter.  You can read his thoughts below on "The Way".

General help and advice for individuals and churches during the Covid-19
pandemic, and guidance on returning to church buildings, is available on the
Methodist website which is updated regularly.

As we return to lockdown, you will find resources to use as you worship at home
on the Methodist website here. 

Events

Two Online Workshops 

https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-73C71-A493D6F14FA10A1E1D730J87081EEE8296E731/cr.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-73C71-1D730J-48FCGC-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-73C71-1D730J-48FCGB-1/c.aspx


12/11/2020 LPWL E-News - November 2020

https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-73C71-A493D6F14FA10A1E1D730J87081EEE8296E731/cr.aspx 2/6

Preaching in a Scientific Age
13 January 2021, 10.30-13.00 (Zoom).  Presented by Revd Jennifer Brown,
Director of Training for the College of Preachers and former Science Missioner in
the Diocese of Oxford. There are many who believe that science and religious faith
are incompatible and that we must choose which to believe. This workshop will
explore how we can use our preaching to dispel this myth, help people to discover
the truth of scripture in an age of science, and equip our congregations to bring
Christian values to discussions about how science & technology are used in society.
Tickets £7. 

For further details and to book your place on either workshop, click here.

Frontline - the event for young communicators in
the Methodist Church  
This is for you if you are a preacher or evangelist, a worship leader or small group
leader:

An evening of inspiration and training
An opportunity to share with others
An opportunity to be equipped  

Wednesday 3rd February 2021, 7 - 8.30pm online. 

Click here for more info.

Online Worship Webinar 
This year, the church has changed more than at any other time in any of our
lifetimes. Amongst all the anxiety, suffering and loss the pandemic has brought,
we have seen churches reaching out in new ways, and embracing the opportunities
technology provides to connect people together.

On 22nd September, the Learning Network ran a webinar to allow us to share
some of what we've our learn from some of the inspirational examples around the
connexion.  The focus was not on the experts, but on those exploring online
worship and mission for the first time.  If you want to be inspired about what's
possible, and how technology can help us to reach out with the love of Christ, you
can watch a recording of the event by clicking here.  

Ideas & Resources

Preaching Mark's Gospel  
25 November 2020, 11.00-15.00 (Zoom).
Methodist minister and former President of the
Conference Revd Dr Neil Richardson will
examine how Mark presents the Good News of
Jesus and how we as preachers can interpret that
message, and its challenges, for our
congregations today. Tickets £10. 

Methodist Way of Life
Finding the Way: Getting started with a
Methodist Way of Life is a study guide,
written by Roger Walton, to help you to engage
with a Methodist Way of Life. Copies are of this
40-page booklet are being provided for all Local
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Once published, more copies of Finding the Way will be available from Methodist
Publishing and a pdf version will be available for download.  Also, worship and
preaching notes for the 12 practices of a Methodist Way of Life will be available
from December.  For up to date information see the MWoL webpage. 

You can find all the resources you need here.

Preachers and Worship Leaders free of charge. 
You should receive your copy from your Local
Preachers' Secretary in due course.   
The guide explores the four aspects of Our
Calling and the practices linked to each.  The
short chapters are accompanied by activities
and questions for reflection, and can be used by
individuals, small groups or in your Local
Preachers' & Worship Leaders' meeting, either in
person or online. There is also some material
useful for preaching. 

For their presidential year 2020/2021, the
President, Revd Richard Teal and Vice-President
Carolyn Lawrence are inspired by the last words
of John Wesley, “the best of all is, God is with us”.
They invite you to join with the global Church in
rejoicing that God is with us!  
There is no set date for Global Relationships
Sunday so use this worship material any time
during the Connexional Year 2020/2021.  Worship
resources include service outlines (including a
local arrangement service), sermon ideas,
stories, testimonies and PowerPoint slides.

A whole year of prayers
Retired minister David Clowes writes honest,
perceptive prayers in contemporary language for
use in worship.  His third volume, just published
by David Cook, contains prayers based on the
Bible readings for each Sunday of the lectionary
plus the major festivals, and provides a source of
ideas for preachers and worship leaders, as well
as resources for private prayer.  
Also available are booklets with 40 prayers for
Advent, Christmas and All-age Worship drawn
from his previous books.  

Available from the Methodist Book Centre at
£11.99 (or ring 01782 212146).

The Methodist Church Christmas campaign for
2020 #GodIsWithUs seeks to share this good
news through twenty-four stories of individuals
and their experiences of this unbelievable year.
Each day of Advent we will share a testimony
from somebody connected to the Methodist
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For more information, and to download and order your free resources click here.  

Many people have been asking for recordings of Singing the Faith hymns to use
during online worship. Matt Beckingham has recorded many hymns and songs,
which are available via the Beyond Singing the Faith page.  Matt has given his
permission for these to be used in worship online.  

STF+ are hoping to collect other excellent recordings, with a particular emphasis
on material for Christmas.  We’re looking for good quality recordings, perhaps
from a soloist, or maybe a group of individuals cleverly edited together to make
lovely music together.  If you have recordings made, with all the necessary
permissions in place, please email and we will work to create a balanced and
quality “one-stop shop” on Singing the Faith Plus.

providing residential care in an active Christian environment.  More details about
LWPHomes can be found here.

"Three purposefully minded individuals are needed to join the LWPHomes Board of
trustees.  The primary requirement is that our trustees are Christian, ideally from
within the Methodist or Wesleyan Reform churches, and that we have a Board that
reflects true diversity.  We welcome applicants who will bring pastoral enthusiasm,
ideally, allied to other skills and experiences to support our work. If this is for you,
enthusiasm is the key as training will be provided - no experience of the care
industry is required.  More details can be obtained from our Head Office – contact
Simon Lee, Director of Care Services at simon.lee@lwphomes.org.uk or 01702
342059." 

It’s written by those who preach, for those who preach: Local Preachers, Worship
Leaders, Ministers and those in training.  Each issue focuses on a relevant theme
and print and electronic formats are available.  
Students on the Worship: Leading & Preaching and Faith & Worship courses are
entitled to a 50% discount on the standard subscription of £30 for three years. 
See the website here. 

church reflecting on what hope has looked like
for them this year and how they have
experienced God with them.

Leaders of Worship and Preachers Homes
(LWPH), successor to the Methodist Local
Preachers Mutual Aid Association (LPMA), needs
to recruit three new trustees to support its work

Preach magazine is for anyone interested in
developing their gift of preaching. It’s topical,
Bible-based and speaks into current UK context.
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Training

Explore Online will be offered on 18 - 22 January and 19 - 23 July 2021.  Advance
booking is essential as places are limited.  All modules will be offered, enabling
you to study modules 1 & 2, 3 & 4, 5 & 6 or 7 & 8 as you choose.  Just like
Summer School, the sessions will assume that you have completed the Prepare (or
Learn in WLP 3.0) material for the modules.  
   
To book for Explore Online in January, click on one of these links:
Modules 1 & 2
Modules 3 & 4
Modules 5 & 6
Modules 7 & 8 

From December, WLP 3.0 will be available to any student who wish to transfer
from WLP 2.0, including those who complete their Portfolio A this autumn. Please
be assured that the existing course (WLP 2.0) will remain available and will be
fully supported for the foreseeable future.   

More information on WLP 3.0 can be found here.  All those who enrol on WLP 3.0, 
together with their mentors and tutors, are invited to a 90 minute Online Induction
session.  Sessions are available approximately every two weeks. 

Summer School at Cliff College
We are hoping to be able to relaunch Summer School in 2021 - provisional dates
are 2nd - 6th August.  The event will be on a smaller scale than previously and no
details will be available until early 2021.  Up-to-date information will be posted
here.  

Well done to those students who completed
their portfolios this autumn, despite all the
difficulties brought by COVID-19. Moderation is
in progress, and we will be confirming the
results to students by the end of November    
There is guidance on the website here for
those who are wondering about their portfolios
whilst worship in church is not possible.  

Explore Online 
In August, with Summer School cancelled
because of COVID-19, we went online.  80
students gathered on Zoom for online explore
sessions.  The response was so positive that
we're now offering Explore Online, providing an
opportunity to attend six Explore sessions (two
modules), in one week on Zoom. 

WLP 3.0 progress 
The new version of Worship: Leading & Preaching
was launched in September for new students and
contains modules 1 to 4.  The main change is
that portfolios are built and assessed online.  The
learning content of the course remains the
same.   

A Reminder  
There are only one remaining
opportunity for assessment of Faith &
Worship portfolios.   

https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-73C71-1D730J-48Y0Y1-1/c.aspx
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Footnote: Thoughts on the Way 
The early church was named people ‘of the
Way’ (Acts 9.2) before its members were called
Christians (Acts 11.26), at least in the sequence
that Luke gives us. Indeed, ‘the Way’ appears
to be the more regular term for followers of
Jesus in Acts, post Pentecost.  Paul was
conscious of it before the Damascus road
experience, in his days as a persecutor of the
church (Acts 9.2 and 22.4). Why this name?
There are several possibilities and resonances. 
   

Firstly, it echoes the Hebrew scriptures as the way of speaking of God’s pattern for
human beings. (Psalm 25.9 says the humble can learn God’s way).
Secondly, it has a strong connection to Isaiah 35.8, which speaks of a highway to
be called the Holy Way for God’s people. Perhaps this is why the term is used at
Qumran, where a Jewish sect separated itself to live a holy life.
Thirdly, in the New Testament, John the Baptist is to ‘prepare the way’, Jesus
speaks of the way to life being steep (Matt 7.14); and tells us that he, himself, is
the Way (John 14.6).
Perhaps the main reason the early Christians took the name was because they
wanted to walk in the way of God, as seen in Jesus. They wanted to follow in
Christ’s footsteps, to anticipate and live in the reality of the kingdom he
proclaimed. Thus it was, and is, about the way we live. As the epistle of James
puts it: Do you want to be counted wise, to build a reputation for wisdom? Here’s
what you do: live well, live wisely, live humbly. It’s the way you live, not the way
you talk that counts (James 3.13, The Message).  All of us who share a call to
preach or lead worship have a prior calling to follow Jesus, to live out the good
news, to practise the ways of the kingdom, to be people of the Way. 
               
Revd Dr Roger Walton
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The final deadline is 31st March 2021. 
No assessment of portfolios will be
possible after this date and the
Assessment Team will be disbanded.    
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