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RNAS Culdrose, Cornwall 

Becky Lloyd is the MFB’s Family Worker at RNAS Culdrose. She is now well 

established. Several regular events celebrated their second anniversaries this year, 

including the monthly Who Let the Dads Out? group, the weekly community café, 

story time and story walks.  

Breakfast Church continues to be a monthly event. The Chaplaincy team members 

led a service at Helston Central Methodist Church in February. There have been 

baptisms. During lockdown the small congregation have continued to meet via 

Zoom. Individuals contribute to the service by leading the prayers and readings or 

sharing their thoughts and they have been sent tasks to complete prior to the service 

such as planting ‘surprise seeds’.  

Little Lambs is a well-attended parent/carer and toddler group 

with a rolling programme of crafts and activities themed around a 

Bible story, nature or Parentalk materials. The children love it. An 

MFB funded parachute is used towards the end of the session 

before singing and prayer time.  

Every week Becky visited Helitots and Little Merlins nurseries as 

they have children connected to the base. She would tell a Bible story and do a 

simple activity. The crib service in December for the Helitots children and their 

families was well attended. The children of Little Merlins acted out the nativity story 

for their parents as Becky read it. She did her best to include all the characters who 

turned up in fancy dress. That was simple with the angel, shepherd, king; slightly 

trickier for those less associated with the story such as Rudolph and a Christmas 

pudding. However, this year the devil also made an appearance. In the story the 

devil tried to stop the wise men from finding Jesus, however God made sure that 

they found him! 

Becky visited three of the local primary schools every week to deliver assemblies 

and Open the Book. One of these schools asked her to run an afterschool group for 

their small group of pupils from Royal Navy families. The children said that they 

enjoyed the chance to talk about having a parent in the Navy because their friends 

don’t always understand.  

Once a fortnight a small group of mums and pre-schoolers join Becky for a Story 

Walk. Parents support each other and children let off steam as they walk and talk. 

As one parent has said, ‘Coming to Story Walk gives me hope that I may keep my 

sanity!’ In November the Story Walk group took stones that had been decorated by 

Breakfast Church and Little Lambs with poppies and the names from the Helston 

town war memorial, and placed them around the churchyard at St Winwaloe Church 

- at the cove nearest to RNAS Culdrose. On a subsequent visit, Becky found that the 

decorated stones had been moved into the church itself and are still on display there. 

Plans may have been adapted because of Covid-19, but Becky has worked with the 

chaplaincy team to distribute Mothering Sunday flowers, Fairtrade chocolate bars for 

Father’s Day, Easter eggs and chocolate bars wrapped in a prayer. Comments 
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included, ‘Thank you so much for the lovely flowers, what an incredibly thoughtful 

gift, was a lovely way to brighten a rubbish time’. 

Chaplaincy held an Easter bonnet parade by asking people to 

post photos on the Chaplaincy Facebook page. The winning 

design featured a wooden cross outside the tomb with spring 

flowers and eggs (see pic, left). 

MFB funds have been used to distribute busy 

bags to families (see pic, right); 90 bags have 

been given out to children. One parent 

commented, ‘I had just run out of ideas 

completely and was desperate, so thank you for rescuing me. This 

has come at just the right time!’ 

During lockdown, Becky organised for a story to be read live every evening on the 
Chaplaincy Facebook page. It proved to be popular whilst families were so confined. 
There was a guest reader from RNAS Culdrose senior staff every Wednesday, and a 
Bible story each Sunday. One father contacted chaplaincy prior to deployment to 
check that Becky would be continuing the story time as it gave his family so much joy 
& reassurance. 

The majority of the families chose to stay put during the holiday season and were 

keen to join in with activities. Becky organised a nature trail which included fifteen 

‘fairy’ doors fixed around the green in the centre of the married patch: inside each 

door was a Bible verse. By doing it in this way, families were able to take part in their 

own time, alone or in small groups. The MFB-funded camping kit was popular this 

year, being loaned for camping in the garden and at friends’ houses whilst families 

could not go away.  

The annual holiday club had good take up although it was in a different format this 

year. Becky set a daily challenge linked to the stories of Jesus’ growing ministry. 

Daily stories were acted out and posted online. 37 families received a holiday club 

pack as chaplaincy did not want this to be an entirely ‘virtual’ experience. Becky 

comments that the packs were well received and that many of the activities and 

challenges were completed by the children. 

Becky reports, ‘Many babies have been born this year and the community also 

continues to grow in the way that they care for each other. The community has 

coped well with the unforeseen circumstances.’ She has been encouraged to see the 

community pull together and to make the most of the extended family time. Of 

course, for some families this has meant that issues have escalated and there 

continued to be individuals who received one-to-one support. The unique nature of 

Becky’s post has allowed her to be able to give support as needed, having built up 

the relationships so that families feel comfortable reaching out for support. 
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RAF Benson, Oxfordshire 

It has been a challenging but exciting year for Beki Stevens, the 

MFB’s Community Pastoral Officer at RAF Benson. Schools 

work took place in three different schools until lockdown, working 

to support children from RAF families through difficult transitions 

and life events.  

Beki ran an encouraging ‘Prayer Space’ in the school on Station in November. 

Themed around Remembrance, it gave children and staff some time to reflect on 

their lives and beliefs. In June, she was able to help organise an online ‘Prayer 

Space’ for another school, which parents were able to access with their children at 

home during isolation. These were both well received by the school communities. 

One child in Year 5 said, ‘I loved ‘Prayer Space’ because it made me feel sad and 

happy at the same time, and gave me time to think about the people I love, even the 

ones that aren’t here now.’ 

‘Little Frogs’ toddler group went through some considerable 

changes during the year, as it transitioned from a physical 

meeting place to an online one. From mid-March it became a 

weekly live-stream, with story, craft and songs. This was 

watched by between 25 and 70 people every week, reaching 

significantly more families than when it was in the church 

building. Beki reports that a large community has grown up 

around the Chaplaincy Facebook page, with people sharing 

ideas, asking for advice and showing photos of crafts their children have made. 

Dandelions Deployment Club also underwent changes during the year. When it 

began in January 2019, three families attended it. By the time of lockdown, it was 

regularly attended by an average of 30 children. After lockdown, Beki initiated a 

weekly care and craft package to be delivered to each family on base with a parent 

deployed overseas. This was funded by the HIVE (information service), who soon 

took on producing and delivering the packs. This initiative has 

been gratefully received by deployed families, for whom it has 

been a positive light in the middle of an otherwise challenging 

time. Beki received a card from one of the mums saying, 

‘Thank you so much for all your amazing support during this 

deployment. I don’t know how I would have got through it 

without you!’ 

In the Christmas holiday, Chaplaincy gave out children’s Bibles as a gift to each 

family. These were enthusiastically received. One parent explained that she was 

brought up in a Christian home and that God is important to her, but she no longer 

goes to church and struggles to find a way to articulate her faith to her children. 

These books helped her to bridge that gap, and have brought up conversations in 

many homes about the gospel message and the nature of faith. 
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Pastoral work continued throughout the year, with a number of families accessing 

support, albeit online or over the phone rather than face-to-face. Many families found 

this time incredibly difficult, but many have also taken time to re-assess their 

priorities, develop their resilience and find the ability within themselves to tackle 

challenges. Beki notes that, ‘It has been a real privilege to be a part of this process 

as the families have found new ways to work together, discovering the power of 

gratitude and being reminded of how important human connections are to our lives.’  

Beki noticed that families who were new to camp were struggling to get to know 

people and finding it hard to settle in. So once lockdown restrictions eased, she has 

been running a popular weekly outdoor toddler group. Numbers are limited so this 

is repeated at various times throughout the week. ‘Little Frogs Explorers’ gives 

parents and children time to get together and socialise in small groups. Toddler 

groups are an important place to build community and relationships; without them 

many parents have been struggling.  

Explorers is a gentle walk around a wooded part of 

the camp, where the children spend time collecting 

conkers, building dens, doing bark rubbings, etc, 

whilst the parents get to know each other and start 

to build those important support networks. 

During these uncertain times Beki is seeing a 

number of children and adults who feel very worried 

and are struggling to know how to deal with the 

sense of uncertainty. Beki has done training this 

year as a mindfulness instructor. This has had a 

significant impact on her work. Mindfulness 

techniques encourage children to slow down and 

concentrate on the present, building resilience and promoting positive social skills. 

Parents have noticed that when their children are practicing mindfulness they are 

able to be less emotionally reactive and more thoughtful about communicating their 

feelings and needs. One parent said, “I’ve noticed he’s much calmer after we’ve 

used your mindfulness ideas. Then he can tell me what’s worrying him rather than 

just shouting and getting cross!” 

Padre Rebekah Cannon comments on behalf of chaplaincy at RAF Benson, ‘Very 

little has been typical about this year. Beki’s ability to respond to the limitations 

placed on her by the Covid-19 outbreak and adapt her pastoral work accordingly has 

set an example for others to follow. Beki’s response was immediate; recognising 

both a gap and an opportunity to connect with families in new and innovative ways. 

She provided a much-needed source of continuity and familiarity which has brought 

a great deal of comfort to the children and parents with whom she works. 

Beki continues to be a diligent, creative and much-respected member of the 

chaplaincy team, whose work brings spiritual depth and breadth to a community 

much in need.’   
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Northwood Tri-Service HQ, London 

Linda Gillen and Karen Johnstone were the MFB’s Pastoral Worker at Northwood 

HQ. In January 2020, Karen Johnstone moved on to new pastures. Northwood HQ 

greatly benefited from the dedicated and skilful pastoral support she offered as part 

of the chaplaincy team. The MFB places on record its thanks to her for her work at 

Northwood HQ.  

Linda notes, ‘The plans made in the Autumn of 2019 to continue God’s work at 

Northwood HQ could so easily have been thwarted in late March of this year. Groups 

such as ‘Messy Church’ and ‘Who Let the Dads Out?’ came to an abrupt halt and the 

opportunity to engage in face-to-face support for military personnel and their families 

was curtailed as Covid-19 gripped the nation. Nevertheless, God was present and 

very much at work. An opportunity to pray for those connected to the base became 

more important than ever. With God’s inspiration, new ways of working emerged. 

The whole experience has afforded the opportunity for the chaplaincy team to take 

stock and evaluate how we move forward.’ 

It has been another year of opportunity to reach out to military 

families at Northwood, Bushey, Stanmore and Uxbridge. It appears 

to have been a bumper year for new babies and Linda has 

adapted Messy Church activities to reflect the younger age group. 

After the Christmas session the children took home their own 

illustrated copy of the Christmas story (see pic). During lockdown 

Messy Church activities were distributed online. A particular favourite was the Jonah 

story which was on the theme of the Olympics.  

Who Let the Dads Out? has continued to be popular. One Saturday 

every month the church was a hive of activity and chaos. Dads and 

grandads were found making Mother’s Day cards with their kids, or 

sat on the floor chatting to other dads they met for the first time. It also 

served as a popular spot for dads who needed a location to meet up 

with separated children. Although the last session was in February, 

craft activities to do at home were distributed during lockdown. 

Junior Ranks – Tea and Toast provided the perfect venue to introduce new arrivals 

to their peers and a place where friendships could be forged. It also provided an 

opportunity for people to gather information about their new placement – a place to 

ask questions and get answers. 

Op Kipling coffee & cake morning continued to provide an opportunity for staff – 

both military and civilian – to take a break from their desks. The foyer and the church 

were a hub of chatter every Wednesday morning. The Commanding Officer 

commented, “It provides a perfect opportunity to relax as a team in a very welcoming 

environment.” More recently, a take-away version of Op Kipling has been provided.  

Lionheart afterschool club based in a local primary school continued to provide an 

opportunity for children of military families to learn about the Christian faith through 
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Bible stories, videos and craft activities. The children had the opportunity to take part 

in online activities throughout lockdown, including a holiday club in July. 

Fresh opportunities have arisen this year for Linda to support military children in local 

schools. These opportunities have included working alongside class teachers to 

develop literacy skills, as well as supporting children’s emotional wellbeing.  

With the financial support of the MFB, twenty story sacks 

have been created and loaned out to military families. 

Families have gained enormous pleasure from these sacks 

as they have helped to support children through key 

experiences such as starting school, moving house, and 

going to the dentist.  

Linda has supported the Carers, Additional Needs, Disabilities, Information 

(CANDI) group in providing key information and signposting people to local support 

networks. It has been important for people to share experiences over a cup of coffee. 

Support has covered children with SEN / disabilities, and caring for the elderly. All 

who attended valued this self-help group.  

This year has seen the reinstatement of Sunday services at St. Christopher’s 

Church on the base at Northwood. Linda has supported the padre to get this off the 

ground. Several families have started to attend. The hope is that the monthly 

services can continue once lockdown restrictions have eased. 

The chaplaincy team played a significant role in the annual Remembrance Day 

Service by distributing ‘A Prayer for Remembrance’ to the 200 gathered at the open-

air service. Christmas services including Christmas Carols, Christingle and 

Christmas Eve Midnight Communion were also held on site. 

On many occasions this year a ‘listening ear’ has been essential during a time of 

personal crisis, particularly as people were keen to share their lockdown 

experiences. A ‘Prayer Tree’ in the church foyer has enabled people to express their 

thoughts through written messages. A service of remembrance specifically to mark 

the impact of the pandemic is scheduled for later in the year. 

One serving person noted, “I look forward to popping in for a visit/informal chat [with 

the MFB Pastoral Worker]. Their warm and welcoming demeanour is something we 

as a family always look forward to. Their contribution within the walls of Northwood 

HQ and beyond is something that should be recognised by everyone, as everyone 

has in some way been touched by their work.” 

Wayne Fielding, Second in Command at Northwood HQ, reflected, ‘The provision of 

the Methodist Forces Board Pastoral Worker continues to bear fruit at Northwood in 

the consistent and professional provision of a safe and welcoming environment to all 

personnel. They are an important part of the team in the care for our community. The 

welcoming and friendly atmosphere in the Church and welfare area is down in a 

large part to the Pastoral Workers. I rate them highly both in the day-to-day support 

they offer but also the non-military light touch which is essential with our Tri-Service, 

multi-national and civilian workforce.’  
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Aldershot Garrison, Hampshire 

‘It has been good to have the opportunity to look back over the year through the 
annual report’, notes David Betts, MFB Families Worker. ‘Who would have thought 
that a year ago I would be looking back over 7 months of ‘strangeness’? In mid-
March a lot of my regular activity here in Aldershot Garrison came to an unexpected 
halt, with no time to prepare for all that lay ahead. Before reflecting on this I briefly 
want to look back to the last quarter of 2019.’ 
 
North Camp Methodist Church (NCMC) has had very 
close links with the garrison in Aldershot since a 
church was built on the current site in 1878. Many 
military and veteran organisations see this church as 
their spiritual home and use NCMC for their acts of 
commemoration and remembrance.  
 
Working alongside NCMC, David was able to share in the national act of 

commemoration for the ‘Canal Zoners’ association, 
the Borough of Rushmoor’s civic Battle of Britain 
commemoration and the civic ceremony for 
Remembrance. Over the years, the act of 
remembrance has grown to the point where every 
room on the site is now utilised (500+ people). David 
has helped to forge strong links between the church, 
the garrison, the local council, uniformed cadet 
organisations and the local civilian population. 

 
On Remembrance Sunday 2019, over 800 WWI graves in Aldershot military 
cemetery had tea-lights placed upon them. At 4.20pm, at the going down of the sun, 
David led a short act of remembrance. Over 1,000 people attended this event 
including representatives from the Garrison, council and residents of Aldershot. 
 

For a few months during lockdown, David supported local folks 
from the church and wider community to turn their attention from 
knitting Christmas angels to knitting ‘keyworker angels’. These 
little knitted angels found their way to various NHS settings 
including the military wing of Frimley Park hospital and Aldershot 
Centre for Health. One angel even flew to New Zealand! 
 

Due to the restrictions placed on visiting schools, David explored using Zoom to 
deliver live-stream stories and assemblies. By using a Youtube channel these 
stories remain available to a much wider audience, and to be viewed again. This is 
helpful if a child talks to their parent/carer about what they’ve heard from ‘Mr Betts’. 
Even when restrictions are fully lifted, having an online option for schools and other 
settings will be an advantage for David. 
 
A local Deputy Headteacher wrote, ‘Throughout lockdown and while the school was 
open to the vulnerable and keyworker children we were very grateful to David who 
delivered a number of live-stream stories. We treated this as assembly time for them 
and were very lucky to be able to provide this for them.’  
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Little Saints toddler group has had thousands of little people 
pass through the group over the 24 years it has been running. 
Covid-19 disrupted the community meeting together in one 
location. As soon as lockdown happened, David began live-
streaming ‘Little Saints Story Time’. By the end of the school 
summer term David had delivered almost 50 live story times. 
The ‘Little Saints Story Time’ Facebook group quickly grew to 
170 members and it has been good to be able to link up with 
families who once attended Little Saints but over the years have 
been posted away from Aldershot Garrison. 

One family wrote, ‘We didn’t think that we would ever be able to be part of Little 
Saints again ………thank you for putting these story times online’.  
 

Just before the end of the summer term David had the opportunity 
to take along a ‘teabag blessing’ to partner schools - a simple gift 
of a teabag, biscuit, mint and a short prayer reminding each 
member of staff at that particular school how precious they are. 
David received a number of appreciative messages from staff who 
received these gifts. 

 
In previous years, Holiday Club would consist of 100+ 
children in a hall. However, 2020 saw David deliver a 
different kind of holiday club with the Families Worker 
from North Camp Methodist Church. They were able to 
deliver ‘Kingdom Explorers’, a five day online holiday 
club. Each session lasted 20 minutes and included a 
daily challenge, a story, a craft and a memory verse. 
Each day craft and activity sheets were shared. Once 
children had completed the activities, they would upload 
their sheets to the ‘Holiday Club’ Facebook page. The 
sessions were shared across a number of social media 
platforms, even being used by a Garrison Church in 
Naples, Italy. 
 
A group was meeting to discuss the MFB’s ‘Soul Man?’ in one of the military 
quarters, but lockdown impacted this. The discussions are now happening online 
and called ‘Faithtalk’, which more accurately represents those attending. David is 
thrilled to report that numbers are growing. One person commented, ‘I really enjoyed 
unpacking the stories and I would be happy to share my testimony at church one 
Sunday. I will also start coming to church again this week.’ 
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Hamworthy Barracks, Dorset 

Joanne Triffitt works as a Families Worker in the Hamworthy Barracks Chaplaincy 
Team. The bulk of her work is outreach and pastoral support with naval families who 
are living in the quarters of other camps; mainly West Moors, but Joanne also has a 
watching brief over Hamworthy Barracks families at Bovington & Lulworth camps.  
 
The Community Centre in Poole is busy with courses, a nursery and café, which 
support families serving at Hamworthy Barracks.  However, whilst families living in 
other camps are actively encouraged to use the Poole Community Centre facilities, 
they are not always accessible for the majority. Despite the best efforts of the 
Community & Welfare Team to involve families living outside of Hamworthy, families 
can still feel socially, spiritually and physically isolated. This has been even more the 
case during the Covid-19 pandemic. With the cessation of many community activities 
families have been even more isolated in their homes. Joanne’s role is unique and 
varied; embracing outreach, connection and incarnational ministry.  
 
As she looks back, Joanne recalls that, ‘there was life before lockdown and then a 
new normal emerged.’ During the autumn term, Joanne started two new groups: 
Walking Well and Women’s Breakfast.  
 

Walking Well encouraged people of all ages to come together 
on a Monday Morning and simply walk. Part way round the 
walk Joanne offered a short reflection and encouraged people 
to have an intentional conversation 
around questions exploring values 
and faith. The Women’s Breakfasts 
were aimed at reaching some of the 
partners of serving personnel for a 
quieter, more reflective start to the 

weekend. Feedback from both groups was positive and 
these groups will be reinstated when guidelines allow.   
 
Just before lockdown, Joanne was invited into three local schools to run some 

sessions especially for children of service families. She 
used a book called ‘The Invisible String’, which illustrates 
very simply and creatively how children can remember that 
they are connected and loved by the special people in their 
lives.  
 
The Head of Pastoral Care at one of the schools 
commented, “Very engaging & well planned.  The session 
was a great way to embed the bringing together of our 
forces children.”  

 
When lockdown came, Joanne continued to support families online through pastoral 
conversations, story-telling, designing ‘community-building-whilst-at-home’ 
activities and creating resources for frustrated parents of small children. She 
comments, ‘People were very open in talking to me about how they were feeling and 
the struggles they were facing, as well as the special moments they shared.  I learnt 
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more about the community I was serving than I anticipated as I journeyed alongside 
them during this period of uncertainty.’  
 
One person said of the support she received: “It’s having someone to talk to that will 
sit and listen, check on you, as sometimes you feel people say call them anytime 
and don’t necessarily mean it. So having you phone meant that I didn’t have to worry 
about bothering you and you were willing to chat. It’s really knowing you have that 
person to call whenever you need to, that in itself is reassurance and support that 
gives you strength to not feel alone and get through the day.” 
 
As the community emerged from strict lockdown, the chaplaincy team reached out to 
the Hamworthy Barracks community by delivering chocolate bars wrapped with a 
prayer. The aim was to remind people that chaplaincy cared for them deeply and 
would continue to hold them in prayer. The response was encouraging, and opened 
the doorway of conversation for a wider group of people.  
 

 
 
‘Thank you Chaplaincy Team for the chocolate. God be with you all the time! Thank 
you for reminding us how great is our God through you! Xx’ 
 
Joanne concludes, ‘I feel I have learnt so much from the families I serve, and have 
been privileged to be invited to journey alongside them through this year.’     
 
 
 

   

Gathering outdoors for Saturday 

Women’s Breakfast at West Moors 

(picture taken prior to Covid-19) 
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RAF Marham, Norfolk 

Despite lockdown, Charlie Houlder-Moat, Families Worker, has 

managed to have a very fulfilling year supporting families in 

creative ways. In November, Marham Mardle community 

group celebrated its first birthday. Charlie invited various 

organisations in the local community and further afield to talk 

about their offer through the Mardle. It was well received by 

Station personnel, community members and support providers.  

Charlie led some key events throughout the year in addition to the usual ‘Who Let 

the Dads Out?’ group. A light party consisted of craft activities, an informal service 

and of course, food! Carols at the inn was another 

success. Over 100 personnel & partners and more than 

60 children attended. The Military Wives Choir and local 

Infant/Junior Academy were pleased to be working in 

partnership with the chaplaincy. The Station 

Commander read from Luke’s gospel, and commented 

afterwards how positively he viewed chaplaincy for putting the event on.  

 

The MFB provided funding to create story sacks. Charlie led a story 

sacks activity morning offering various craft activities and prayer 

spaces that linked with the story sack themes, to which 31 children 

and 25 adults came. The bags were decorated by both adults and 

children to be placed in the station library for future loan. One family 

said, “Thanks for a lovely morning. We really appreciated all the hard 

work and planning.” 

 

A focus for Charlie this year has been on parenting and child support. Through 

Tadpoles, the chaplaincy baby group, Charlie has linked up with Homestart, a 

charity who were able to provide specialists to offer support in areas such as 

paediatric first aid, sleeping, emotions and baby sign language. Charlie also linked 

up with the local authority and SSAFA to offer the Solihull parenting programme. 

Ten families attended this 10-week course. One commented, “We have been 

attending a parenting course to help us blend our family and support all the children 

in the best way we can. It has been really insightful and we have met lots of 

wonderful people because of it.” 

 

Some of the families have given Charlie feedback about the support they have 

received: “I never knew of half the stuff going on until you came here! My best 

memory of you doing what you do is when you helped us in the sensory room. But 

there are plenty! Making me a bacon sandwich for a catch up and a sort out was one 

of them too. Utterly fantastic!” 

“So welcoming to me and [my child] when we arrived absolutely clueless at the first 
baby group. Being new in a group is daunting; let alone new to the whole area. As 
well as checking up on us all during lockdown. All round a friendly face to see!” 
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Charlie continues to work with the local schools to offer assemblies. She also 
arranged a school visit to RAF Marham so the children could meet ‘people who help 
us’, including the police, doctor and a chaplain.  

Due to the national lockdown, Charlie has had to work from home for a large part of 
2020. She says, ‘Although challenging not being able to offer the usual face-to-face 
support and activities, I have tried to focus on what can be done.’ Charlie moved 
both baby and toddler groups online to offer craft, story and song time. She also 
hosted a weekly coffee morning online and posted daily ‘mind, body and soul’ on 
social media to keep people active and connected. Charlie has also worked with the 
chaplaincy team to record prayers and Bible readings to offer daily morning prayer.  
 

Another successful lockdown initiative has been the 

chaplaincy prayer lawn. Community members from 

Marham and further afield crocheted and knitted 

flowers which people were invited to come and plant 

as a prayerful act of reflection. It has brightened up 

the front of chaplaincy, and has been noticed by many service personnel on their 

way into work.  

Charlie has worked closely with the Community Support Team 

and written for the community newspaper, ‘Mini Marham 

Matters’. Charlie joined in with the Community Support initiative 

– deployed families ‘tea in a box’ - and produced a ‘make 

and pray’ sheet to be included in the box for the families to use.  

Worship in the Woods became Wild Church in lockdown. Charlie moved the service 
online and offered weekly video reflections to encourage people to get outside. 
Unable to gather together for holiday club, Charlie kept the outdoor theme and 
produced the chaplaincy summer challenge, ‘Go Wild!’ – encouraging families to get 
outdoors and complete various challenges during the summer. Charlie also worked 
with a local Methodist Church to produce a couple of Wild Church collaborations and 
featured on Radio Norfolk to talk about it. 
 
Charlie concludes that a significant passage this year has been Ephesians 3:19-20: 
‘Live full lives, full in the fullness of God. God can do anything, you know - far more 
than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams!’ (The 
Message). Charlie has been praying this for the families too, that they would know 
full lives. 
 
Padre Alex Hobson had this to say about the impact of Charlie’s ministry at RAF 

Marham: ‘Charlie’s contribution to the RAF Marham community over the last year 

has been invaluable. The combination of enthusiasm and imagination, combined 

with obvious care for the [families] has drawn people together in a wonderful 

way. Even the challenges of lockdown only spurred her on to find different ways of 

doing this. Through these links, she has provided more focused support to a number 

of individuals, and witnessed to God’s love for all.’ 
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Shrivenham Station, Oxfordshire 

Rosy Taylor took on the Families’ Worker role at Shrivenham Station in September 
2019. She has enjoyed her first year in post. Rosy comments, ‘This has been a very 
busy, challenging position and nothing like I’ve done before. I have had great support 
from the chaplaincy team, my family and the whole community.  
 
In her first six months, Rosy established herself within the military community, the 
church community, and within both schools in the area. She developed a good 
working relationship with the Army Welfare Service Development and Community 
Officer and the Methodist Family Worker for Shrivenham & Royal Wootton Bassett. 
 
One mum who recently moved to the area said, “Rosy has been a huge support 
since we moved to Shrivenham and attended St Albans [Church]. I can honestly say 
that thanks to her we felt included from our first visit.” 
 
Junior Church continued to be successful with numbers ranging from 10-25. Where 
possible, Rosy followed the theme of the padre’s sermon. The activities were always 
varied, from craft to making (and eating!) their own bread. A regular international 
military parent said, “I just want to say ‘thank you’ for all that you do, Rosy. My boys 
love coming to Junior Church and are always asking – will Miss Rosy be there?”  
 
Rosy was able to run five Messy Church sessions up to 
March 2020; about 30 children attended each session. The 
children and parents enjoyed these sessions and often 
wanted to stay. One grandmother said, “I love bringing my 
granddaughter to Messy Church! She is home-schooled and 
so this brings great opportunities for her to socialise and be 
with other children. The Bible stories and crafts are great!” 
 

In October 2019, Rosy helped organise a Noah’s ark party as 
an alternative to Halloween. Rosy obtained funding from MFB, 
which went towards a visit from some exotic animals and a 
face painter. With over 50 children in 
attendance, Rosy had good support from 
members of the community. The party was 
an opportunity for Christian witness - the 
crafts were all connected with Noah’s ark and 
God’s promise of salvation.  

 

During February half term, Rosy ran a holiday club for three mornings and was able 
to secure support from a Christian company, iSingPop, to teach the children lively 
songs with Christian values. The children learnt about ‘the fruit of the Spirit’ and were 
encouraged to show love to God and their neighbour. With the help of the 
Chaplaincy Co-ordinator, a CD of the songs was produced for all the families of the 
children who had attended the club. The children also put on a mini concert for the 
parents on the final morning. Many parents commented how much their children 
enjoyed the week and asked when the next one was!  
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One mum emailed, ‘I just wanted to say 
thank you so much for organising the 
iSingPop week. My son had a really great 
time… and he is still singing the songs. It 
was a lovely opportunity for him to meet 
new friends and he brought home some 
wonderfully creative pictures. He has his 
little candle by his bed now in the evenings when he goes to sleep!’ 
 
Rosy developed good links with one of the schools in the area. She ran ‘Dandelion’ 
afterschool club for children with military parents and has set up a Bible story time 
with the local Methodist Family Worker. Once a fortnight they went into the school 
and worked with up to eight children to act out a Bible story. Similar to Open the 
Book, it has proved to be very popular with the children - both those acting and those 
watching.  
 
Between March and August 2020, all groups and activities had to stop due to 
Coronavirus. Everything changed. Rosy was able to reach the community by other 
means. She produced 15 Junior Church videos which comprised a Bible story, 
prayer, craft activity and a Christian song. The videos were posted on the church 
Facebook page and were shared with Shrivenham Military Families Facebook group.   
 
One mum said, “During lockdown Rosy's videos gave us a Sunday focus, a point of 
discussion. They led to my daughters wanting to read the Bible before bed and ideas 
for craft. A great idea and a wonderful way to reach out to the community when 
everyone was at home.”  
 
Rosy was also able to produce a ‘Community Quilt’ during lockdown. 54 members 
of the community each decorated a fabric square and Rosy then sewed them 
together to display in the church hall. The quilt was a way of bringing the community 
together and remembering different experiences of lockdown. One member of the 
community commented, “What a story it tells of our times!” 
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View from the centre 

This has been a year unlike any other. The challenges facing the world as it 

struggled to deal with Covid-19 have been significant and wide-ranging. The Armed 

Forces have had to maintain operational output whilst they and their families have 

had the additional pandemic-related restrictions to contend with. The Project 

Workers’ accounts above demonstrate the value of good, proactive pastoral care. 

They also highlight that ingenuity and adaptation is vital in the midst of so much that 

is unfamiliar.  

The MFB responded positively when approached by a Royal 

Navy Chaplain who was concerned that restrictions brought in 

to curb the spread of Covid-19 had the potential to negatively 

impact on individuals’ mental health. He requested that the MFB 

develop a Personal Wellbeing Journal for Chaplains to distribute 

to serving personnel. A simple 31-day journal with questions to 

prompt reflections, the journal has plenty of space for serving 

personnel to record their thoughts. The hope is that by 

encouraging personnel to reflect on their experiences and 

feelings, they are better able to articulate what is going on for 

them when talking to the Chaplain or another member of the welfare team.   

In November 2019, the MFB launched the Watkins Collection – a series of images 

depicting the British Army Core Values. The images were provided to Army 

Chaplains to use in their teaching of the Core Values to soldiers. After Covid-19 

curtailed the tour of the original paintings, they were put on display at the new home 

of the Armed Forces Chaplaincy Centre: Beckett House at the Defence Academy. 

 

 

 

Thank you for your interest in the 

Methodist Forces Board’s projects. 

We are here to support Chaplains 

as they minister in and to the UK 

Armed Forces. If you have any 

questions or comments please do 

get in touch with Phil Maltby, the 

MFB’s Projects Officer: 

maltbyp@methodistchurch.org.uk  

Chaplains at Pirbright Army Training 

Centre hosted the Watkins Collection 

in the chapel, providing plenty of food 

for thought for young soldiers. 

mailto:maltbyp@methodistchurch.org.uk

