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News
Sharing hope 
 
Last week (as I write this) I gathered with 70 local preachers and worship leaders
in training, and colleagues from the Learning Network.  Don't worry, we weren't at
an illegal lockdown-busting rave, but at Explore Online, a new venture that
wouldn't have seemed possible just a year ago.  It was clear from the conversation
and fellowship we shared that despite the deep disruption to church life that we
have been through this last year, there is still a strong sense of purpose among us
all.  We may be baffled about what preaching might involve in a post-COVID world,
but God is still calling us and we are committed to follow and discover what comes
next.
 
As I prepared my annual report on worship leading and local preaching to the
Ministries Commitee, I was encouraged to realise that whilst the number of people
commencing training as worship leaders and local preachers during 2020 had
declined a little (there were 235, a reduction of 13% from the previous year) the
number of portfolios completed was virtually the same (197) and the number of
people recognised as local preachers on completion of their training increased
slightly to 108 across the connexion.  God is clearly still calling people to preach
and to lead worship, even though we may not yet know what  that might involve in
the future. 
 
Among all the helpful resources mentioned below, I commend two in particular. 
Many are already discovering the value of a Methodist Way of Life as a way of
connecting life and faith through a simple rule of life.  Bible Month seeks to help
us to explore the Bible in new ways in our personal devotions, small groups and
wpreaching, whether face-to-face or online.  This year, the focus is on Mark, which
is the lectionary gospel for the year, and a whole range of events and resources
will be available through the year.

General help and advice for individuals and churches during the Covid-19
pandemic is available on the Methodist website which is updated regularly.
Resources to use as you worship at home are on the Methodist website here. 

Events

A Local Preacher's Way of Life
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A Methodist Way of Life (MWoL) provides a framework for a life of discipleship
based on core Methodist principles.  It is already being adopted and talked about
across the Methodist connexion. New resources are being produced all the time,  
click here to go to the webpage to find the latest.  Two events are of special
interest to local preachers and worship leaders:
 
With former President of Conference Revd Dr Roger Walton, author of A
Methodist Way of Life, and Bob Bartindale, Officer for Worship and Local
Preachers, we will hear from a range of folk who are using MWoL where they are. 
Together we will look at how a MWoL can enrich your life and ministry as a
Worship Leader or Local Preacher and will explore how MWoL resources can be
used in preaching and worship leading.
 
On Tuesday 23rd March 2-4pm, repeated on Thursday 25th March 7:30-
9:30pm (click either date to book your place for that date).
 
Event organised by the Learning Network (Southern & Islands) and open to all. 

And some ideas for Local Preachers' Meetings...
Click here for two new resources for Local Preachers' (and Worship Leaders')
Meetings whether you're meeting face-to-face or online:
A Methodist Way of Life and Worship - a session plan by Revd Dr Roger
Walton with activities and discussion ideas relating a Methodist Way of Life to our
leading of worship.  
A Methodist Way of Life / Bible Month on Mark's Gospel  - some helpful
discussion-starters grouped around the four areas of Our Calling, highly
appropriate for connecting MWoL with the current lectionary gospel. 

But how can we be sure we're being faithful to scripture and not just saying what
we want to say? This webinar will look at how to craft a sermon faithful to the
message of scripture while also being relevant to life of the church and society
today.  
This is a free event, but donations (£5 suggested) are invited to support the work
of the College of Preachers.

Preaching on Mark's Gospel through Lent
17 February 2021, 10am (Zoom), led by Revd Dr Ian Paul, writer, blogger, and
theologian and Church of England priest. How can we draw on Mark's portrayal of
Jesus' temptation and passion to capture the essence of the season of Lent, share
the Good News, and encourage congregations to faithful discipleship?  We'll
explore what Mark's Gospel says about Jesus' 40 days in the wilderness at the
start of his ministry - echoed in the 40 days of Lent - and the story of his passion
and ask how we can retell this story to point people towards the hope and joy of
Easter. Ticket prices: general, £7; ministry student, £5
 
For further details and to book your place on either workshop, click here.

Two Online Workshops
How to Craft a Faithful Sermon
10 February 2021, 15.00-17.00 (Zoom). 
Presented by Revd Prof Karoline Lewis. Good
sermon writing involves bringing the text of the
Bible into conversation with the life and
experiences of our own congregation.
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Have you ever thought about entering the Sermon of the Year competition?  It’s
not too late, the closing date for entries is Sunday 21st February 2021.   
The theme is Cross the Divide.  
 
Click here for details about what the judges will be looking for in your sermon and
how to submit your entry online.  
If you have any further questions, please contact Louisa Lockwood
editor@lwpt.org.uk   
The Methodist Church is proud to be an associate sponsor for the Sermon of the
Year in 2021.

Darkness and Light are Both Alike to Thee
The Conference postponed from 2020 is now planned for:

Monday 17th May - Wednesday 19th May at  
King's Park Conference Centre, Northampton NN11 6LL.

Note the new venue due to closure of Willesley Castle.
 

Speakers Revd Inderjit Bhogal and Revd Catherine Bird  
 

Cost £210 full board (Spectrum members), £220 for  non-members.
More details from Pat Anning (01788 570616 or patricia.anning@hotmail.co.uk). 

Ideas & Resources

Bible Month 
A great team of writers came together to
produce Bible Month for 2021.  Here's what  
Michael Parsons, who wrote the resources for
small groups, had to say: "It's been such a
pleasure to work on 30 Days with the Gospel
of Mark. With Kent Brower's clear commentary
and application to today's disciples of Jesus, this
resource is a terrific toolkit for the church."
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Kent Brower has also produced a longer video introduction to Mark, ideal for use in
a Local Preachers' Meeting.  You can find it on YouTube here. 

#LoveThisCalling...
...celebrates the many ways in which God is calling us as a church.   
#LoveThisCalling is to build our confidence as we explore our own sense of calling
in the time and place we find ourselves.   
 
Sunday 2nd May is Vocations Sunday – let’s use that day to explore what we are
called to be and do now, after all we have all been through.  
Watch for new vocational resources here and on social media.   
 
In the meantime, here’s a pause for thought:  
What is it you love about your calling as a preacher or worship leader?   
Why not share that story with someone this week?  
 
If you want more information about #LoveThisCalling, please contact Alison
Ransome the Connexional Vocations Advisor  

Count Your Blessings at Lent  
Please join us next for 40 days of making life better for children across the UK.
We’ve created an inspiring calendar of activities with something meaningful to do
each day. It might be giving money to those ineed, saying a prayer for a child, or
spreading the word about our work. Download your copy from our website here.

Video and Audio resources for you to use...
Now, in one convenient place, you can find a selection of topical Methodist video
and audio content that can be shared and downloaded.  It is ideal for use in online
worship, e-newsletters or social media.
 
The aim is to update the page twice-weekly with audio reflections and prayers
from the President and Vice President and interviews from our weekly podcast.  

The booklet is available from the LWPT Preach
website here, where you can also watch a great
introductory video by Kent Brower.   
The Learning network are planning a wide range
of events and activities, and you can find all the
details on the Methodist Church's Bible Month
webpage.   

Thank you!
Heartfelt thanks go to everyone who
supported us over Christmas. Our Secret
Santas will also be thrilled to know that our
2020 appeal raised over £1 million! We were
delighted that so many Methodists tuned in to
Starry Night, our first-ever virtual carol
service; it raised £31,453. To read more
about what you’ve helped us achieve in 2020,
visit our blog on our website.  
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Click here, and bookmark the page so you can check it regularly for new items to
use in your worship and online events. 

Do you have a passion for worship in all its forms?
The Singing the Faith Plus Reference Group are looking for a new Chair and new
volunteer members.  The Reference Group plays an important role in the
worshipping life of the Methodist people, integral to Our Calling as a Methodist
Church.  It seeks to support existing patterns of worship, promote new ideas for
worship, and collaborate with other significant partners in the Church to ensure
worship is embedded in all aspects of our life as Methodist people.  
 
If you are interested, click here for more information The closing date for
applications is 22 March 2021 at noon. 

It’s written by those who preach, for those who preach: Local Preachers, Worship
Leaders, Ministers and those in training.  Each issue focuses on a relevant theme
and print and electronic formats are available.  
Students on the Worship: Leading & Preaching and Faith & Worship courses are
entitled to a 50% discount on the standard subscription of £30 for three years. 
See the website here. 

Training

Transferring to WLP 3.0 
If you wish to transfer to WLP 3.0, please discuss and agree this with your tutor
and mentor.  The portfolio requirements for WLP 2.0 and 3.0 are different and if
you switch mid-portfolio, you may not be able to re-use your work.   
 
More information on WLP 3.0 can be found here.  If you wish to take a look at
WLP 3.0 before deciding, you can view the course contents (except the module
reader) by using guest access: click here and set the username to guestwlp3,
and password to Guest-wlp3.  Note that you may need to override your existing
username in your browser.  
 
If you decide to transfer, ask your Local Preachers' Secretary to advise us using
the LP Return form, so that we can re-enrol you all with new usernames and
passwords.  We will need the details for student, mentor and tutor to process the
transfer.  Tutors can only be enrolled once a student is enrolled.  Note that
enrolments are done on a weekly basis, so you may not receive your new

Preach magazine is for anyone interested in
developing their gift of preaching. It’s topical,
Bible-based and speaks into current UK context.

WLP 3.0
WLP 3.0 now fully available online.  So far,
over 120 students have enrolled on the new
version.   
Note that WLP 2.0 will remain available and
fully supported until at least March 2022.  The
Welsh language version of the course will
remain available. 
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username immediately. 
 
All those who enrol on WLP 3.0,  together with their mentors and tutors, are
invited to a 90 minute Online Induction session.  Sessions are available
approximately every two weeks either on Wednesday evenings or Friday
afternoons.  

All modules are offered, enabling you to study modules 1 & 2, 3 & 4, 5 & 6 or 7 &
8 as you choose.  Just like Summer School, the sessions assume that you have
completed the Prepare (WLP 2.0) or Learn (WLP 3.0) material for your chosen
modules.  Explore Online is interactive and conversational, and is not recorded.  To
experience it, you need to be there!
 
To book for Explore Online in July 2021, click on one of these links:
Modules 1 & 2
Modules 3 & 4
Modules 5 & 6
Modules 7 & 8 

Summer School at Cliff College
We have reluctantly decided to cancel Summer School once more this year.  The
restrictions that are likely to be still necessary in August mean that many of the
most valued aspects of Summer School won't be possible.  We are planning for a
full relaunch of the event in 2022. 

Worship: Leading & Preaching in a Year 
This programme offers an opportunity to complete Worship: Leading & Preaching
course in a Year.   It requires a high level of commitment from you as a student,
and from your circuit but this may be just right if you have a strong sense of God's
call and the opportunity and inclination to commit to intensive study.  Note that
your circuit will still need to provide a Tutor and a Mentor for you, but all Explore
sessions will be provided through the "in a Year" programme. 
The programme starts in September 2021, and more information is available
here.  Please contact Deacon David Hunt for more information.  

Please send portfolios to Methodist Church House as usual - they will be collected
from there after 31st March for assessment.  We may not be able to provide
acknowledgement at the time of of receipt due to COVID-19 restrictions.

Footnote: Looking for Hope 

Explore Online 
Fancy doing the Explore sessions from two whole
modules of WLP in one intensive week on Zoom? 
The next opportunity is 19 - 23 July 2021. 
Advance booking is essential as places are
limited.  More information can be found by
clicking here.  

Last Call  
There is only one remaining opportunity
for assessment of Faith & Worship
portfolios.  
The final deadline is 31st March
2021.  No assessment of portfolios will
be possible after this date as the
Assessment Team will be disbanded. 

Where do we look for hope?  In these locked-
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But our hope as people of the Living God goes deeper still: it's central to who we
are as Christians.  Our hope recognises that all is not well with the world, but
reaches out to the compassionate God who remains with us whatever we're going
through. For God alone my soul waits in silence for my hope is from him. The
psalmist who wrote that (Ps 62:4-6) knows that words fail us and prayers fall
silent, but when all else falls away, ...the eternal God is your refuge, and
underneath are the everlasting arms. (Deut 33:27). 
 
Our role as preachers of the Word is to acknowledge the world as we find it, but to
share the glimmers of hope that we see.  This is hope that refreshes, renews, and
restores lives.  It's the hope that allows us to discover the fullness of life in Christ,
even to live as Christ in bringing hope to those around us.  Let our new year be
filled with the hope that comes from God: Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer. (Rom 12:12, NRSV)
 
Bob Bartindale, Officer for Worship & Local Preachers 

 unsubscribe Subscribe to other newsletters from the Methodist Church  
 
Change your email details 
 

 

Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London, NW1 5JR 020 7486 5502  

www.methodist.org.uk  

Registered charity no. 1132208 

 

down times, we have learned to seek out hope,
and to appreciate it the glimpses of it when we
find them.  Today I felt the warming sun on my
face for the first time this year.  Last week, the
arrival of two mistle thrushes, so long absent
from our garden, brought joy out of all
proportion.  So much so, that I had to include a
picture.  And, the daylight hours are getting
longer once more.  We hope of course for an
end to COVID-19, and for health and well-being
for friends and family, for safety for those
working at the front line in care and health
services.  
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