
EASTER SUNDAY Bible reflection 

As you read the passage, think about these questions: 

- What does this Bible passage tell you about Jesus or God? 
- What might God be trying to say to you through this Bible passage?  
- What questions do you have about this Bible passage? How might you find some answers? 

 

John 20:11-18  
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 

tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the 

head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to 

them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ 14 When she 

had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 

Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing 

him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 

laid him, and I will take him away.’ 16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in 

Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I 

have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my 

Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”’ 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 

disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 

Reflection by Matt, Youth Rep 

Hooray!  Jesus is alive!  However, when Mary Magdalene first spots him, she thinks he’s the 

gardener.  It’s only when Jesus says her name that she recognises him.  That can be a similar 

experience for us: we don’t realise it’s Jesus until he stands right in front of us.  It’s a bit like when I 

try to recall different people.  If I hear their name, I’ll still struggle to think who they are, but if 

somebody holds up their picture, I usually go “Ah, of course!  That’s who it is.”  Mary is later told by 

Jesus to go to ‘my brothers’, telling them that he is heading back to ‘my Father and your Father…my 

God and your God’.  What does this mean?  Jesus wanted Mary to spread the message of his 

resurrection so everyone could celebrate it.  Not only that, but he lets everyone know they can have 

a loving relationship with God forever.  We are all God’s children.    

     

To think about: How do you think Mary felt when she realised Jesus was 

alive? 
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