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ORDER PAPER 
Tuesday 29 June 2021 

 

REPRESENTATIVE SESSION 
 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
09:15 Opening Prayers 
 
09:30 Administration 

 

 Report from the Conference Business Committee (Order Paper page) 

 Resolution B/3  

 

Agenda item 13: Unified Statement of Connexional Finances (Agenda pages 138-

149) 

 Resolution 13/1 (page 146) 

  

 Agenda item 14: Methodist Ministers’ Pension Scheme (Agenda pages 150-153, 

Order Paper pages 24-25) 

 Resolutions 14/1, 14/2, 14/3, 14/4, 14/5, 14/6 (page 153) 

 Resolution 14/7 (Order Paper page 24) 

 Resolutions 14/8, 14/9 (Order Paper page 25) 

 

 Agenda item 41: Pensions Scheme Actuarial Valuations (Agenda pages 655-660) 

 Resolutions 41/1, 41/2, 41/3 (page 660) 

 

Presentation of the Budget (Agenda pages 190-203, Order Paper pages 25-29) 

 

 Memorials M1, M2, M3 

 

Agenda item 3: Methodist Council part 1, Section F (Agenda pages 45-46) 
Resolutions 3/10, 3/11 (page 46) 
 
Agenda item 3: Methodist Council part 1, Section G (Agenda pages 46-48) 
Resolutions 3/12, 3/13, 3/14 (pages 46-48) 
 

 Agenda item 40: Reflective Supervision Report (Agenda pages 577-654) 
 Resolutions 40/1, 40/2, 40/3, 40/4 (page 630)  
 
11:00 Coffee Break 

 
11:30 Agenda item 8: Ministry in the Methodist Church (Agenda pages 85-127, Order 

Paper pages 24, 46) 

 Resolutions 8/1, 8/2 

 

 Agenda item 26: Changing Patterns of Ministry (Agenda pages 279-323) 

 Resolutions 26/1, 26/2, 26/3, 26/4, 26/5, 26/6, 26/7, 26/8, 26/9 (page 322), 

26/10, 26/11, 26/12, 26/13, 26/14, 26/15, 26/16, 26/17 (page 323) 

 Notice of Motion 2021/114 

 

 Agenda item 42: Stationing Committee (Agenda pages 661-668) 
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 Resolution 42/1 (page 668) 

 Notice of Motion 2021/111 

 

13:00 Lunch 
 
14:15 Agenda item 30: Oversight and Trusteeship (Agenda pages 393-460, Order Paper 

page) 
 Resolutions 30/1, 30/2, 30/3, 30/4, 30/5, 30/6 (page 442), 30/7, 30/8, 30/9, 

30/10, 30/11, 30/12, 30/12A, 30/13 (page 443), 30/14 (page 444) 
 Notice of Motion 2021/102 
 Memorials M18, M19 
 

Agenda item 31: Faith and Order Committee: Oversight and Trusteeship (Agenda 

pages 461-467) 

Resolution 31/1 

 
16:15 Tea Break 
 
16:45 Agenda item 32: Climate change and fossil fuels: response to Memorial 32 (2017) 

and Conference reply (agenda pages 468-475) 

 Resolution 32/1 (page 473) 

 

 Agenda item 39: Holy Communion and Online Worship (Agenda pages 548-576) 

 Resolutions 39/1, 39/2, 39/3, 39/4 (page 576) 

Memorial M17 

 
 Evening prayers 

 

18:45 Adjourn 

  

 
REPORT FROM THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE 
 
Under the terms of SO 136(2)(ii), the Business Committee recommends to the Conference 
that, should any member of the Conference wish to oppose any of the notices of motion in the 
200 series, they notify the President (by email to conferenceoffice@methodistchurch.org.uk) by 
16.30 on Tuesday afternoon.  If there are no requests received, the motion will be moved by 
the proposer, who will have a speech limit of two minutes, before the Conference proceeds to a 
vote. 
 
The Business Committee has considered the significant amount of remaining business related 
to God in love unites us and has agreed to move Wednesday morning’s service to Thursday.  
The conversation about marriage and relationships will therefore begin at 9:30 on Wednesday 
morning. 
 
Please note that all the notices of motion have now been circulated, with the exception of 
those relating to the Strategy for Justice, Dignity and Solidarity, as this business will be taken 
later in the Conference.   
 
***RESOLUTION  
B/3. The Conference receives the Report. 

 

mailto:conferenceoffice@methodistchurch.org.uk
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AGENDA ITEM 30: OVERSIGHT AND TRUSTEESHIP (Pages 393-460) 

 

Page 437, SO 605(3) 

 

Amend to read: 

(3) For the purpose of clause (1) and of Standing Order 605A(1) a person is locally resident if 

resident in such a place that the Local Church in question is a natural centre for worship or 

fellowship. 

 

Page 440, Resolution 30/13 

Amend to read: 

***RESOLUTION 

30/12A. The Conference amends Standing Orders as set out in paragraph 8.9 of this Report. 

 

Page 443 

Add: 

30/12A. The Conference amends Standing Orders as set out in paragraph 8.9 of this Report. 

 

Additional Information: 

Draft terms of reference for Task Group for Regional and District Structure Planning 

 

Aim: To reconfigure the District structure more appropriately to reflect the reduced size in 

membership and to work within budgetary constraints whilst enabling the mission of the 

Methodist Church in Britain to be more fruitful. 

 

Draft Terms of Reference for Task Group for Regional and District Structure Planning  

 To ensure that all Districts continue to engage in conversations alongside others about 

regional ways of working to reduce the number of Districts and Chairs of Districts and to 

gather the outcomes of collaborative models of leadership and oversight; 

 To consider the outcomes and offer regional groups the emerging connexional 

framework for the future structure following approval of the structure by the Council; 

 To engage with the regional groups on their proposals for the future, and to offer 

feedback from a connexional viewpoint on what has been proposed (including 

budgetary considerations); 

 To work with District Chairs and other leaders to map the emerging connexional 

framework for the future structure and the process for change through to 2023/24; 

 To ensure that what emerges from the regional reviews will inform the emerging 

Connexional framework and vice-versa, as part of an iterative process; 

 To ensure that proposed changes in district leadership are informed by other work on 

leadership (from the Faith and Order Committee, the Ministries Committee, and 

elsewhere); 

 To ensure that connexional resources (staffing time, particularly the Learning Network) 

are available and used by Districts and regions; 

 To bring together thinking about other senior posts in Districts (Deputy Chairs, Assistant 

Chairs, “District Steward”, “Senior Deacon”, and others) and to work with Faith and 

Order and Law and Polity on future development of these roles and incorporation as 

necessary in the Standing Orders; 

 To report to the Council in March 2022 and to the 2022 Conference.  
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AGENDA ITEM 45: CENTRAL FINANCE BOARD OF THE METHODIST CHURCH (Agenda pages 

684-693) 

 

Page 693, Table 3 

The header for columns 4 and 5 should be split so that column 4 is labelled ‘Abstain’ and 

column 5 is labelled ‘Against or abstain’. 

 

 

REPORT FROM THE LAW AND POLITY CONFERENCE SUB-COMMITTEE 

 

In paragraph 4.3 of report 20 (Connexional Central Services Budget for three years 

commencing with 2021/2022) it is assumed that many meetings and events will continue 

online after the ending of the current coronavirus restrictions.  Similarly, the Connexional 

Allowances Committee report (Agenda item 7) at paragraph 1.14 encourages the use of online 

meetings in the context of reducing the Church’s carbon footprint. 

 

The Conference may wish to know that the Law and Polity Conference sub-committee, noting 

that when the coronavirus restrictions come to an end there may be uncertainty about how far 

meetings and events can be held online under our current Standing Orders, intends to include 

in its final resolutions for this Conference a further resolution enabling Church business and 

events to be conducted online where appropriate, whether or not such online activity would 

otherwise be permitted by Standing Orders.  The resolution would last for the period up to the 

beginning of the Conference of 2022.  The Law and Polity Committee hopes to bring 

permanent enabling provisions to that Conference. 
 

 

 

A Methodist Way of Life 

The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to the gospel of God’s love in Christ and to 

live out its discipleship in worship and mission. 

 

As far as we are able, with God’s help:  

Worship 

• We will pray daily.  

• We will worship with others regularly.  

• We will look and listen for God in Scripture, and the world.  

Learning and Caring  

• We will care for ourselves and those around us.  

• We will learn more about our faith.  

• We will practise hospitality and generosity.  

Service  

• We will help people in our communities and beyond.  

• We will care for creation and all God’s gifts.  

• We will challenge injustice.  

Evangelism  

• We will speak of the love of God.  

• We will live in a way that draws others to Jesus.  

• We will share our faith with others.  

 

May we be a blessing within and beyond God’s Church, for the transformation of the world. 

 
 

 

 


