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ORDER PAPER 
Wednesday 30 June 2021 

 

REPRESENTATIVE SESSION 
 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
09:15 Opening Prayers 
 
09:30 Administration 

 

 Second report of the Conference Financial Committee (Order Paper page 60-61) 

 Resolution F/2  

 

Agenda item 59: Marriage and Relationships: Provisional Resolutions (Agenda 

pages 798-841) 

Agenda item 60: The response of the Faith and Order Committee to the God in love 

unites us report (Agenda pages 842-889)  

Notice of Motion 2021/115 

Resolution 59/4 (pages 817-818)  

Resolution 59/5 (page 818) 

 

Resolution 60/2 (page 849) 

Resolutions 59/6 (page 821), LP/12 (Order Paper page 48), 59/7 (page 821) 

Memorial M29  

 

Resolution 60/3 (page 853) 

Memorials M32, M33, M34 

 

Resolution 59/8 (page 822) 

Memorials M30, M31, M36 

 

11:00 Coffee Break 

 
11:30 Agenda item 59: Marriage and Relationships: Provisional Resolutions (Agenda 

pages 798-841) 

Agenda item 60: The response of the Faith and Order Committee to the God in love 

unites us report (Agenda pages 842-889)  

Resolution 60/4 (page 856) 

Resolution 59/9 (page 828) 

Resolution 60/5 (page 856) 

Resolutions LP/13a, LP13b (Order Paper page 48) 

District Resolution from Northampton (page 840) 

Notice of Motion 2021/103 

Resolution LP/13c (Order Paper page 48) 

District Resolution from Scotland (pages 840-841) 

Resolution LP/14 (Order Paper page 48) 

 

Resolution 60/6 (page 857) 

Resolution 59/10 (page 833, Order Paper page 50) 

District Resolution from Scotland (pages 840-841) 
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Resolution LP/15 (1) (Order Paper page 49) 

Resolution 60/7 (Order Paper page 51) 

Resolutions LP/15 (2), LP (3) (Order Paper page 49) 

Resolution LP/16 (Order Paper page 49) 

Resolution 59/11 (page 833) 

Resolution 60/8 (page 858) 

Memorials M35, M37 

 

Resolutions 59/12, 59/13 (page 836) 

 

Resolutions 59/14A, 59/14B, 59/14C (pages 836-837), 59/14D (Order Paper 

page 49) 

 

Resolutions 60/9, 60/10, 60/11, 60/12, 60/13 (page 889) 

Memorial M43 

 

Resolution 59/15 

Memorial M40 

 

Administration 

 

13:00 Lunch 
 
14:15 Agenda item 24: Joint Covenant Advocacy and Monitoring Group (pages 229-237) 
 Resolutions 24/1, 24/2, 24/3, 24/4 (page 237) 
 
 Agenda item 15: Safeguarding Committee (pages 154-158) 
 Resolution 15/1 (page 158) 
 
 Agenda item 27: The Theology of Safeguarding (pages 324-377) 
 Resolution 27/1, 27/2, 27/3, 27/4 (page 377) 
 Notice of Motion 2021/106 
 
 Agenda item 57: Methodist Ministers’ Housing Society (pages 790-794) 
 Resolution 57/1 
 Notice of Motion 2021/110 
 
16:15 Tea Break 
 
16:45 Notice of Motion 2021/201 

 

 Notice of Motion 2021/202 

 

 Notice of Motion 2021/203 

 

 Notice of Motion 2021/204 

 

 Notice of Motion 2021/205 

 

Agenda item 26: Changing Patterns of Ministry (Agenda pages 279-323) 

 Notice of Motion 2021/114 

Resolutions 26/13, 26/14, 26/15, 26/16, 26/17 (page 323) 
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 Agenda item 25: Methodist Council, Part 2 Section L (Agenda pages 245-249, Order 

Paper page 60) Resolutions 25/2, 25/3 (page 249) 

 

 Agenda item 25: Methodist Council, Part 2 Section P (Agenda pages 269-271) 

 Resolution 25/12 (page 271) 

 

 Agenda item 29: 3Generate 2020 – Methodist Children and Youth Assembly 

(Agenda pages 384-392) 

 Resolutions 29/1, 29/2, 29/3, 29/4 (page 392) 

 
 Evening prayers 

 

18:45 Adjourn 

 

 

ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS TO THE CONFERENCE AGENDA 

 

AGENDA ITEM 25: METHODIST COUNCIL, PART 2 SECTION L (Pages 245-249)  

 

The Law and Polity Conference Sub-committee proposes the following amendments to the draft 

Standing Orders set out on pages 246-249. 

 

New sub-clause SO 335(2A):  

(2A) The Global Relationships Committee shall oversee the World Mission Fund. 

 

New SO 432A: 

432A     Mission in Britain Fund Allocation 

The District may from time to time receive a funding allocation from the Methodist Mission in 

Britain Fund to be used by a Local Church, Circuit or the District only for purposes specified in 

the relevant strategy approved by the Conference from time to time. 

 

SO 1002A(4) and (5) to read as follows: 

(4)   The committee shall administer the allocation of grants from the Methodist World Mission 

Fund. 

(5)   The committee shall account at least annually to the Global Relationships Committee for 

its administration of grants from the fund. 

 

SECOND REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE FINANCIAL COMMITTEE 

 

The Committee has noted that its deliberations concerning the potential costs and/or delays to 

work place difficult decisions before the Conference concerning how or whether proposals 

which might appear to deliver desirable outcomes for many are prioritised.  Questions have 

arisen about how work will be prioritised, and consequently which work will be delayed or 

cancelled. 

 

The Committee is clear that, although SO 136A(3)(iv) states “if there are several such 

proposals before the committee, what priority should be given to each”, nevertheless, given 

that there is no available budget for any additional work, it is not appropriate to determine 

priorities within them. 

 

Whether or not any additional work is determined by the Conference, it will be necessary for 

the Council and the Strategy and Resources Committee to review and determine priorities for 
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the work of the Connexional Team at their autumn meetings.  It may also be that the Council 

will be required to report to the Conference in 2022 that some work has not been completed. 

 

More radical alternative options for the Conference could include proposing either:  

1. to reduce other areas of the budget and associated work in order to accommodate new 

work within the overall budget, and/or 

2. to amend the budget by addition, thereby determining that the District Assessment 

should NOT be reduced, as proposed, or may even be increased.   

 

The Conference is also reminded that it is only asked to approve the budget for 2021/22, and 

budgets for subsequent years are only indicative of an anticipated strategy.  Should the 

Conference determine that it wishes to increase the work of the Connexional Team above that 

anticipated by the 2021/22 budget, then the budget presented to the Conference in 2022 for 

2022/23 may be higher than that currently indicated. 

 

***RESOLUTION  

F/2.  The Conference receives the Report. 
 

THURSDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

 

When we planned to meet in Birmingham for the Conference, we thought it probable that the 

majority of us would be together in one place and those who were joining online would be doing 

so at their own choice. We were hoping that we would be able to sing together and share in 

communion together, sad that some could not be with us and ever mindful of their presence. 

 

There is no need to rehearse again the reason for the changes we have made. There has been 

both benefit and pain in a hybrid Conference where the majority are present online. We have 

been able to see and hear one another but none of us can shake hands, We can listen to 

music and singing but those “born in song” can only sing if they are participating online. 

 

The Presbyteral Session of the Conference included a service of Holy Communion including an 

invitation to spiritual communion for those who were present online. That there were a variety 

of responses to this was to be expected because the Methodist Church encompasses a wide 

range of spirituality. Following the service a number of people expressed their discomfort, both 

people online and those in the hall. As we have listened we have heard what some are saying 

and one reason for the discomfort is because many people have voluntarily and graciously 

agreed not to come to Solihull, making a personal sacrifice to enable others to be in the 

Conference hall. This may be part of the reason why, for some, it seems wrong on this occasion 

to share bread and wine together. Those who are in the hall grieve for those who are unable to 

receive the elements, conscious that the privilege of being able to do so is partly because of 

that which others have given up. Those who participate online may grieve because they are 

unable to share the bread and wine. 

 

Spiritual communion has been a blessing for many and has been part of our practice in the last 

year but for some this is not the right context in which to offer it. 

 

At the request of the President and Vice-President of the Conference, we will not be sharing in 

communion when we worship together on Thursday morning. For some this will be a relief, for 

others a cause of sadness, for none of us is it a reason to rejoice. The reason to rejoice is that 

we will worship together as the people of God and in the presence of the risen Christ who 

nourishes and sustains us. 

 


