MWOL Intergenerational Worship

A Methodist Way of Life

Introducing
intergenerational worship
A Methodist Way of Life reminds us of the importance of
shared relationships. When people of all ages gather in
worship it is a precious experience that enables everyone
to learn and grow together in their Christian faith. In an
individualistic and exclusive society there is something
immensely valuable and healthy about faith lived out
across all generations. The Methodist Church has
long emphasised the corporate nature of mission and
ministry, understanding that gifts are given to individuals
for the benefit of the whole community. Faith deepens
through shared discipleship as generations nurture
and support each other in all aspects of life. Many
people experience how intergenerational worship builds
relationship and community for all ages.
These outlines for intergenerational worship encourage
congregations to both explore and introduce A
Methodist Way of Life together. They are grounded
in the understanding that authentic intergenerational
worship enables everyone to meet with God in a
personal and significant way, regardless, yet mindful of,
protected characteristics.
It is always important to recognise and respect the
different ways in which people learn, develop, use
their whole person and worship. This is perhaps
especially important to remember when preparing
intergenerational worship. It is essential that all those
gathered recognise the need to respect the way in
which others choose to participate.

Intergenerational worship is about:
●

building relationships – offering a key time for
people to get to know each other better and build a
sense of connection
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●

●

●

●

●

a time of worship and learning that is offered in
a simplified and participatory way – simple does
not mean shallow; rather it enables everyone
to contribute and receive in a meaningful and
appropriate way
providing an inclusive experience and a sense of
belonging – helping everyone of all abilities to feel
part of the body of Christ, whatever their experience
being a bridge – not only between ages but also for
those who are exploring what being part of a church
means. This relaxed service style can provide a
comfortable place for some to discover more about
Christianity
encouragement, nurture and inclusiveness – it is a
means by which faith can grow and, in turn, inform
life-making or life-changing decisions
exploring vocation – an opportunity to discover and
develop gifts and calling.

Intergenerational worship is not about:
●
●

●
●

●

●

limiting the richness of resources used
oversimplifying the message or adding a children’s
talk into the ‘usual’ service
unstructured and chaotic worship
children having token responsibilities for roles and
participation
limiting potential to explore faith and discipleship
together
nuclear families exclusively worshipping together.

Noting the positive contribution that intergenerational
worship offers, what better way is there to explore A
Methodist Way of Life?

