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New Places for New People 
Our vision is to start and nurture new Christian communities in new places for people who 
are not yet part of an existing church. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Why are we doing this? 
We know that starting new communities is an extremely 
fruitful way of connecting and journeying with new people 
to become disciples of Jesus Christ.   

How will we do this? 
By getting out of our buildings, listening to God and each 
other, experimenting, taking risks, learning together, 
becoming deeply rooted in our communities and creating 
spaces for people to meet together.  

Who are “new people”? 
People who are not connected to religious traditions or communities. They can be very 
diverse and may self-identify as secular, not religious, spiritual-but-not-religious, 
agnostic, atheist, “nothing in particular”, or many other ways. 

Where will these new communities emerge?  
In every Methodist district and every circuit in different kinds of places – rural, urban, and 
coastal – as we respond to God’s love. A “place” can be anywhere – in a school, a park, a 
pub, someone’s dining room, or even in a church building. 

What changes are we hoping to see? 
Starting new communities will become a normal and natural part of what we do as a 
Church. Every district and circuit will include NPNPs as part of their mission action 
plans. These new communities, alongside existing churches, will offer a rich variety of 
places for people to become and grow as disciples of Jesus Christ.   

Have we done this before? 
Yes, pioneering and church planting is a rich part of the Methodist story and the DNA of 
how we began. Think about the church you are part of – what is its birth story? Why and 
how did it begin?  

Funding 
An opportunity for every district and circuit 
Each district has been allocated money to begin a district NPNP project supported by the 
Evangelism and Growth team with a year’s journey of accompaniment through prayer, 
conversation, and shared discernment. At the end of the year, when the district has 
submitted their NPNP project, the district-led process to support circuits imagining their 
NPNPs projects will begin.  
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Hubs 
To learn more about NPNPs why not join an NPNP Hub? 
Open to everyone, an explorational gathering in which you will hear 
from pioneer projects and learn how you can become part of the 
NPNP movement.  

Next event: 8 February 2022, 19.00 to 20.30  https://cutt.ly/fWgsRRr  

Read more here: www.methodist.org.uk/npnphub  

Emerging District NPNP Projects 
Take a look at these exciting examples: 

Birmingham 
Street Ecclesial Community (food and homelessness) 

Darlington 
six8nine (replanting a new Christian community within an established community hub) 

Manchester & Stockport 
Caleb project (developing new faith communities in circuits) 

Shetland 
Fresh Start (moving on from addiction) 

Yorkshire NE 
Kairos Movement (alternative models of new church communities) 

Sheffield 
Left Behind Places 

Summaries of the projects can be found on this page www.methodist.org.uk/
npnpdistrictprojects 

Read the new NPNP Practical Guide 
NPNP staff have produced this practical guide for NPNP projects.  
It includes comprehensive information on how to begin an NPNP project 
and access funding, for both districts and circuits.  

NPNP projects may be funded connexionally or locally. 
www.methodist.org.uk/npnp-guide. 

Annual Tranches 
Discover which annual tranche your district is in for their NPNP project 
here: 
www.methodist.org.uk/npnptranches 
NPNP staff are currently working with districts in Tranches 1 and 2.  

https://cutt.ly/fWgsRRr
http://www.methodist.org.uk/npnphub
http://www.methodist.org.uk/npnpdistrictprojects
http://www.methodist.org.uk/npnpdistrictprojects
http://www.methodist.org.uk/npnp-guide
http://www.methodist.org.uk/npnptranches
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Church at the Margins 
Find out more about the NPNP Church at the Margins programme. 

Introduction to Church at the Margins 
Webinars across the learning network regions, February to June 2022 

Poverty across the UK is rising with a devastating 
impact on the lives of individuals and communities. 
How should we respond? What is God’s invitation to 
us? Why is it important for social justice and 
evangelism to be deeply connected? 

These webinars offer an introduction to the vision 
and values of Church at the economic margins with 
stories from local practitioners in urban and rural 
contexts.  

Booking links for all of these events can be found here www.methodist.org.uk/cam-
resources 

Beginning a Church at the Margins 
A 3 session interactive online course, March/April 2022 
  
A space to think about connecting and becoming a community of new Christians amongst 
and led by people experiencing poverty. This course is for people who are passionate about 
their community with very little or no experience of this kind of work.  

Book your place here www.methodist.org.uk/cam-training 

Pioneering 
Is God calling you to pioneer a new Christian community?  

Church Planting Intensive 
Join the Church Planting Intensive in February 2022, a fully-funded year-long hybrid course. It 
begins with a residential at Cliff College 4-6th February 2022 and then online each month on 
the 1st Thursday from 7-9pm. 
  
The course will be a mix of teaching and reflection, times of prayer and deepening our calls, 
a place to celebrate and be vulnerable, growth as individuals and of the projects we are 
passionate about. It is going to be a wonderful journey together! If you would like to join this 
year’s cohort please fill in the form via the link below to register your interest. Places are 
limited to 40, so get in quick if you are interested. 
  
https://r1.dotdigital-pages.com/p/BVI-RW4/church-planting-intensive     
  
If you have any queries please email pioneering@methodistchurch.org.uk

http://www.methodist.org.uk/cam-resources
http://www.methodist.org.uk/cam-resources
http://www.methodist.org.uk/cam-training
https://r1.dotdigital-pages.com/p/BVI-RW4/church-planting-intensive
mailto:pioneering@methodistchurch.org.uk

