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Your local Easter Offering Service is 
prepared by Methodist Women in Britain 
on behalf of the World Mission Fund. 

This act of worship enables the Methodist 
Church in Britain and Ireland to give to the 
work of our global Church Partners. 

LEADER’S 
NOTES



Before the Service
• Arrange for the Easter Offering envelopes 

to be distributed (with the accompanying 
explanatory bookmarks) in each church in your 
circuit during Lent, and particularly on Easter 
Sunday.

• Ensure that church and circuit treasurers have 
a copy of the guidelines/finance instructions 
included in these notes and as a separate 
document on the websites. 

• Use the A3 posters available from Methodist 
Publishing (www.methodistpublishing.
org.uk/features/easter-offering-2022) to 
advertise the service. Remember to complete 
the section showing when and where your 
service will take place. Smaller A4 posters can 
be downloaded from the MWiB website and 
printed locally if you wish. 

• Advertise your service in your local church 
magazines. Let everyone know they are 
welcome. 

• Contact your MWiB District Forum 
Representative with details of your service, so 
that this information can be included in the list 
of all local services in your district.

These notes should give you everything you need 
to explore the theme as well as prepare for the 
service itself. You may also want to use the Lent 
reflections that are on the MWiB website: www.
mwib.org.uk. Please read through both the Order 
of Service and these resource notes to ensure 
you have everything you need in advance. Please 
photocopy any part of this document you need for 
your service, particularly the stories that appear 
later on. We have also included ideas that can be 
used in children’s or all-age settings, or as part 
of a more creative session. Please feel free to use 
these as best suits your local context.

Introduction
Welcome to this year’s Easter Offering Service, 
which a group of women from across the 
Connexion started to plan just over a year ago. 
This service follows the tradition started 135 
years ago to raise money for Methodist Women 
Missionaries. Today’s collections, along with our 
prayers, support Partner Churches around the 
world. In 2020, the Easter Offering services had 
to be cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The resources were released online but collections 
were not taken. In 2021 these resources were 
reused in churches but some restrictions were still 
in place, once again impacting the collections. The 
MWiB Executive group recorded a version of the 
2021 service which is still on YouTube.

The theme of this year’s service is ‘Tell Her Story, 
Tell Our Story’, featuring the stories of women 
who have often been forgotten or overlooked. 
They are stories of courage, compassion and 
calls for change. The theme has been inspired 
by the tenth anniversary of Methodist Women in 
Britain and the work it has done to empower and 
enable women around the world. The worship 
will encourage us to reflect on the contribution 
women make in the world and how we can tell 
their stories, as well as share our own.

This service is a gift from Methodist Women in 
Britain (MWiB) to the whole Church; an act of 
worship, but also an opportunity to hear stories 
and respond with our money, our prayers and our 
lives. Each year a different woman takes up the 
task of being the lead writer. The 2022 service has 
been written primarily by Rachel Allison, Britain’s 
current Helen Kim Memorial Scholar (awarded by 
the World Federation of Methodist and Uniting 
Church Women). 
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Music (alternative hymns)
Most of the hymns in the Order of Service are 
from Singing the Faith, but we understand you 
may wish to have different songs, particularly if 
you use different song books in your church. 

• God of justice by Tim Hughes (StF 699)

• There is a line of women by John Bell (One is 
the Body songbook 60)

• The kingdom of God is justice and joy by Bryn 
Rees (StF 255) 

• Send down the fire of your justice by Marty 
Haugen (StF 413)

• When I needed a neighbour, were you there? 
by Sydney Carter (StF 256)

• Father, I place into your hands by Jenny Hewer  
(StF 519)

Copyright
All hymns included in the PowerPoint presentation 
come with an indication of copyright status. 
If you intend to print the words to any hymns 
still in copyright, please add your own church 
Christian Copyright Licensing International (CCLI) 
and/or Calamus numbers to the final slide at the 
end of the presentation. Ensure that the digital 
display/downloading of hymns is reported in your 
church’s CCLI returns. Otherwise, you could simply 
put the name and number of the hymns on the 
PowerPoint and the congregation can use their 
own hymn books. 

Scripture quotations in the PowerPoint are 
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: 
Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995, 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.

Prayers 
All the prayers included in the service have 
responses. In the usual way, the leader should 
read the words in the light type and the 
congregation should respond with the text in 
the bold type. The prayers can be found on the 
PowerPoint presentation that accompanies the 
service, or alternatively they can be printed out 
and given to the congregation. 

During the prayers of intercession, please feel free 
to add people and places pertinent to your own 
community and locality. 

Reflection 
You may wish to invite a speaker to say something 
at this point in the service. Equally, you may 
want to play some quiet music and give the 
congregation time to reflect on their own. Another 
idea would be a discussion in small groups. 
Possible discussion questions are included in the 
additional resources.

An alternative would be a reflection on Luke 1:46-
55, 2 Samuel 21:8-14 (The Message), or Esther 
7:1-7 using some of the materials below.

Leadership and responsibility 
All the women in the stories are leaders in 
different ways. Most have had leadership thrust 
upon them. They use these positions for good 
to promote the values of dignity and care for all 
people. How can we have a ministry of servant 
leadership, which extols the virtues the women 
show in the stories we have read?
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Challenging the status quo 
The Magnificat is sometimes called 
Mary’s manifesto. In it, she outlines a 
new vision for the world, challenging 
the way that the rich, powerful and 
proud operate and saying that God will 
lift up the poor, hungry and merciful. It 
is a radical message that is still relevant 
today. In the other readings, we also see 
women challenging what is expected of 
them.

Seeking justice boldly 
In all the stories, doing the right thing 
sits at the centre. Rizpah wants to 
ensure that the correct level of respect is 
shown to the dead so she made a bold 
statement by sitting among them and 
showing others how to seek justice for 
those who had died. Esther hears of a 
plot to kill the Jewish people and comes 
up with a bold plan to tell the king and 
stop the genocide. Mary sings a song of 
justice and boldly outlines a new vision 
for the world. How can we seek justice 
boldly in a world that can be so unjust?

Activities 
During the service, there are three times when the 
congregation is invited to take part in an activity 
encouraging them to explore how to ‘Tell God’s Story, 
Tell Her Story and Tell Our Story’. These activities can be 
done in whichever way is easiest and most impactful in 
your church and some ideas for each of the activities are 
provided below.

Telling God’s Story
For the first activity, encourage the congregation to think 
about the gospel story and the life of Jesus. Ask them to 
pinpoint one aspect of the gospel that they would like to 
share with a friend or family member who isn’t a Christian; 
what aspect of God’s story do they want to shout about 
and tell their friends about? 

Ask each person to write their story on a post-it note and 
stick it to a board or table at the front, giving everyone the 
opportunity to read each other’s and reflect on the amazing 
messages we find in the gospel. 

Once everyone has done this, you can say the following 
prayer:

Loving God, 
We place all these amazing stories in your hands and 
we thank you for the inspiration they give us every day. 
Give us the strength to share them and your message of 
all-consuming love and never-ending hope. Amen

Telling Her Story 
For this activity please invite the congregation to reflect on 
some of the stories they have heard during the service and 
the injustices they have seen in the world. What stories of 
injustice and oppression of women do they want to tell? 

Ask them to name that story and write a protest slogan 
for it on a large banner/poster or a piece of paper which 
can be stuck onto a banner to be hung up in the church, 
sharing the stories of pain and injustice with all those who 
come into and use the church. Alternatively, each person 
could make a mini-banner to put up in their home.
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Telling Our Story
Finally, it is time for the congregation to think about 
their own stories. For this activity, ask them to reflect 
on their journey of faith, the struggles they may have 
faced, the joy they have experienced and the day-
to-day life which sits somewhere in between. When 
has Jesus walked beside them? When have they felt 
at peace? When did they accept the love of God into 
their lives? Which of these moments or stories would 
you like to share with others?

For some people the answers to these questions are 
deeply personal and they may not want to share 
them; for others they may feel compelled to tell their 
testimony in this time. Therefore we suggest three 
options for this activity. You can choose to do just one 
or give the option of all three:

1) Letter to myself – invite the congregation to write a 
short letter to themselves, including the story they 
would like to share. Give them an envelope and 
ask them to keep it safe until they feel they would 
like to share that story/letter with someone else. 

2) Tell your neighbour – ask the congregation to 
tell their neighbour something about their faith 
journey, give them a couple of minutes each and 
ask them to pray for one another after the sharing.

3) Sharing testimony – you can also encourage 
people to share their testimony with the whole 
congregation, inviting them to come to the front. 

After this time of testimony and story-sharing you can 
say the following prayer: 

Lord God, 
Bless all those who have shared their stories today; 
stories of love and of heartbreak, stories of loss and 
of gain, stories of faith and hardship and stories of 
pain and of hope. Help us to go out and share our 
faith stories with all those who need to hear them. 
Amen

During these activities you may want to play 
some music. Worship songs that may be 
suitable are: 

• Oceans (Hillsong)

• The Heart of Worship (Matt Redman)

If you would like to make the service work 
for all ages, most of the above activities can 
be done by children with a few tweaks and 
changes in language.

Activity 1 
Ask the children to write or draw what makes 
God great and what they want to tell their 
friends and family about God’s love.

Activity 2 
Ask the children to talk about something 
they think is unfair and invite them to add 
something to the banner - maybe some pre-
printed pictures or drawings.

Activity 3 
Invite any children who feel comfortable to 
say a sentence or word to the congregation or 
their friend/neighbour about when they met 
Jesus or where they think Jesus/God is in their 
lives.
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Stories
Please photocopy these from the leaders’ notes for your readers or find each individual story on the 
MWiB website. These are not included in full in the service sheets but are available on the MWiB 
website for anyone to download to read at leisure after the service. Pictures to accompany the 
stories are in the PowerPoint presentation and can also be downloaded from the MWiB website.

Story 1: Magnify You 
Magnify You is a project started in South Africa by 
a Methodist Mission Partner, Jane Day.

The aim of the project is to empower women to 
be strong, powerful people and fulfil their full 
potential, by being more them. Magnify blends 
different professional techniques to cut through 
old hurts, current barriers and future stumbling 
blocks. 

The project focuses on encouraging three things 
in its participants: finding the courage that every 
person has within them; finding creative solutions 
for being unable to move forward in life, and 
finding new habits and new thinking which 
change life for the better. 

To do this Magnify You provides coaching, 
retreats and courses to women from a variety 
of backgrounds. To date, over 200 women have 
attended the Magnify leadership programme. 
The coaching and courses help participants to use 
their experience and their journey to celebrate 
who they have become and to inspire and lead 
others in their communities and churches. The 
retreats offer space for women to recharge, reset 
and re-engage with their spiritual life.

This beautiful quote from the American author, 
political activist and spiritual leader Marianna 
Williamson gets to the heart of what Magnify You 
aims to instil in each woman who takes part: 
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“We were born to make manifest the glory of God 
that is within us. It is not just in some of us; it’s in 
everyone. And as we let our own light shine, we 
unconsciously give other people permission to do 
the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, 
our presence automatically liberates others.” 

Magnify You aims to unlock the potential of 
every woman they work with and not just accept 
who they are, but celebrate the journey that has 
formed them. 

Additional resources
Magnify You empowers women. It is a story of 
showing extraordinary women how wonderful 
and loved they are by God and giving them the 
tools to go out and share their story and the story 
of Jesus. How can we give more women space 
in our churches to share the gospel message and 
inspire future generations? 

Some organisations that can help you explore this:

• World Federation of Methodist and Uniting 
Church Women https://wfmucw.org/ 

• MWiB https://mwib.org.uk/ 

• Evangelism and Growth team  
www.methodist.org.uk/evangelism 

• Two hundred women who will change the way 
you see the world  
www.twohundredwomen.com/

https://wfmucw.org/
https://mwib.org.uk/
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Amplifying the voices of survivors has never been 
more important. The Network has been growing for 
the last five years but in the last year, due in part to the 
pressures of lockdown, that growth has exploded. In 
2020, the Network grew by 89% in just twelve months. 
Lockdown has exacerbated abuse, but for some women 
it has felt like lockdown for a very long time.

“Reading things on the Survivors’ Network has been 
like going outside and feeling the fresh breeze after 
years of being stuck inside. It has given me strength 
when I didn’t know how to go on. And the courage to 
continue making a new life for my children and I. Free 
and safe.”

A survivor

We’re working not only to support survivors but to 
stop this abuse from happening in the first place. We’ll 
continue to be there, supporting women on the journey 
to freedom and helping churches to journey alongside 
them, for as long as it takes.

Additional resources
Restored educates churches and supports survivors of 
domestic abuse, exposing gender-based violence and 
discrimination.

Some organisations that can help you explore this:

• Restored www.restored-uk.org 

• Thursdays in black www.oikoumene.org/what-we-
do/thursdays-in-black 

• The Commission on the Status of Women  
www.unwomen.org/en/csw 

• Everyday sexism http://everydaysexism.com 

• Women’s Aid www.womensaid.org.uk

• Girlguiding www.girlguiding.org.uk 

• SAT-7 UK https://www.sat7uk.org/programmes/ 

Story 2: Restored 
Restored is changing the story for women 
caught in the cycle of abuse by supporting 
survivors, advocating on their behalf and 
engaging men in the conversation.

Since 2010, Restored has been dreaming of 
a world in which churches do not tolerate 
abuse, but instead provide a safe refuge 
for survivors, nurture them back to health 
and demonstrate God’s deep love for them. 
Abuse robs men, women and children of their 
identity, security and value. Those working 
for Restored want to give it back.

The Survivors’ Network sits at the heart of 
all they do. It provides a crucial safe space 
in which women who have been subjected 
to abuse can support each other within a 
community that understands, and that will 
cheer them on as they enter a new season 
of hope. Those at Restored say that it’s a 
privilege to journey with some amazing, 
brave ladies who are on a journey to 
recovery. It’s their hope that every survivor 
of domestic abuse will know their inherent 
value, that they are loved by God. 

“Restored not only changed my story but it 
also changed my life. I have felt God’s love 
through every email and every post I have 
read on Facebook. When I thought I had no 
one who could understand my story, I found 
[Restored] and I began to feel hope and could 
dream of a better future. Thank you so much 
for all the work you do and for all the love 
you give each day.”

A survivor
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Story 3: All We Can 
Teenage mothers in Uganda are rewriting their 
stories. 

Rural Uganda is not an easy place in which to be 
a young mother – something Jackline has learned 
first-hand. She was just 17 years old when she 
gave birth to her daughter. Abandoned by her 
child’s father and rejected by her own family, 
Jackline and her infant daughter faced incredible 
difficulty, and struggled to make ends meet.

Young mothers like Jackline can face alienation, 
discrimination and stigma in their local 
communities. After giving birth, Jackline was 
unable to find work – leaving her unable to 
provide the basic necessities for her daughter. 
Where many mothers might bask in the joy of 
their newborn baby, Jackline was left destitute. “I 
had nothing to put on my baby’s body… I could 
not afford anything,” she said. “I realised my 
future had come to an end.”

Young mothers like Jackline in rural Uganda are 
amongst some of the country’s most marginalised 
women. They often lack the knowledge and 
support they need to be able to make informed 
choices about their reproductive health, and their 
futures. This can lead to a vicious cycle of early 
pregnancy, and limited opportunities – leaving 
young women and their children trapped in a 
relentless cycle of poverty. 

All We Can’s local partner works with mothers 
like Jackline – often, young women who have 
been raped, cast aside, and alienated from their 
family and wider society – helping them re-write 
the narrative of their life story, and take control 
of their own future. Through livelihoods training, 
small business start-up kits, and lessons in life 
skills, All We Can’s local partners in the region 
tackle these challenges head-on.

“We find these girls when they are hopeless… 
they share their stories with tears running down 
their cheeks. Now, today, we share with them 
and they can afford a smile,” said Sarah, the 
director of All We Can’s local partner in Uganda, 
responsible for this transformative program. “They 
feel confident that at the end of their course, they 
feel able to make small businesses which support 
them and their children.”

All We Can supports women who find themselves 
alone and unsupported. Through training, care 
and love they find hope again and are once again 
able to fulfil their potential. Are there people in 
your life or your church who could be given more 
opportunities to fulfil their full potential? 

To find out more visit www.allwecan.org.uk
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Exploring the Bible Stories 
Read through the passages used in the Easter 
Offering service: Luke 1:46-55, 2 Samuel 21:8-14 
(The Message), Esther 7:1-7. 

In a small group setting, you may wish to think 
about the following questions together: 

During our lives we have heard and shared so 
many stories.

• What do you find compelling or inspiring about 
the stories you have read? 

• How comfortable are you about sharing God’s 
story? Have you spoken to friends and family 
who aren’t Christians about your faith?

• What would your version of the Magnificat 
say?

• Why do you think we don’t talk about the 
stories of women in the Bible more?

• Is there a story of an inspiring woman you 
would like to tell?

• How will you encourage women to follow 
the example of the inspiring women in these 
stories?

All-Age Services 
If young children are present at the service, we 
hope they will be able to join in with the activities 
in the main service using this child-friendly 
language. 

To support this further, here are a few resources 
with more all-age versions of the Bible stories and 
some crafts and activities to do:

https://missionbibleclass.org/old-testament/
part2/kingdom-ends-captivity-return-prophets/
queen-esther/ 

https://rfour.org/childrensmessage_b_03.html 

Praying
Buy copies of the Methodist Prayer Handbook to 
encourage people to remember our sisters and 
brothers in prayer day by day.

Set up a place in your church where people can 
write down the name or bring a picture of a 
woman who has inspired them or who needs their 
prayers. Leave candles and print off some of the 
prayers featured in the service to prompt prayer 
and reflection. 

Keep your banner from activity two up in the 
church and allow people to add to it over a couple 
of weeks. 

Research a topic that affects women such as child 
marriage, female genital mutilation (FGM), or 
gender-based violence, and add it to the prayers 
of intercession or the prayer book at the back of 
church.
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Finance/Gift Aid

Please read through and ensure these 
instructions are passed to your church treasurer, 
Gift Aid secretary and, importantly, the circuit 
MWiB treasurer. 

Instructions for collecting Gift Aid and sending 
in donations using the Easter Offering collection 
envelopes can be downloaded as a separate sheet 
from the Methodist Church website:  
www.methodist.org.uk/giftaid 

These instructions apply to individual church 
collections. However, we recognise that most Easter 
Offering services are held as circuit-wide dedication 
services, in which case local churches may take a 
separate collection, with donations being received 
by circuit officers.

In keeping with the HMRC guidance with respect to 
best practices on handling and banking donations, 
we recommend the following options for collecting 
and sending in donations using the Easter Offering 
collection envelopes.

Local Methodist churches are able to claim Gift Aid 
on their Easter Offering, either by using our Gift 
Aid Bureau Service, directly from HMRC or through 
another third party churches may use to claim Gift 
Aid, if the following conditions are met: 

Local churches have used their discretion to set up a 
fund to support Connexional funds – as is the case 
with Easter Offering donations that local churches 
receive from their members on behalf of the World 
Mission Fund. 

1. Local churches bank these donations into their 
accounts.

2. Local churches forward the Gift Aid money to the 
World Mission Fund. 

This advice to Methodist churches for claiming Gift 
Aid on their Easter Offering is therefore based on the 

understanding that local churches have exercised their 
discretion to set up a fund to support the World Mission 
Fund. 

HMRC guidelines on church collections and Gift Aid are 
available on the GOV.UK website via  
www.bit.ly/churchcollections 

OPTION 1

A. Collecting donations AND Gift Aid

1. In the same way that other special collections are 
received (eg All We Can, MHA or Christian Aid) 
please ask your church officers (Gift Aid secretaries 
or equivalent) to collect the sealed and completed 
Easter Offering collection envelopes (with cash/
cheque donations enclosed) received from their 
congregation. The envelopes should then be opened 
and the total sum handed to the church treasurer 
(or equivalent) to pay the donations into the church 
bank account.

2. If the church has received and banked the donations 
into the church bank account, the church officers 
are to keep the empty Easter Offering collection 
envelopes for audit purposes and include banked 
donations on their church’s Gift Aid claim form 
that is submitted to the Gift Aid Bureau Service*. 
These envelopes should NOT be sent to the Finance 
Department at Methodist Church House unless 
your church is unable to claim Gift Aid (see Option 
2). Each church should keep these envelopes for 
six years, in line with Gift Aid record-keeping 
requirements.

We would encourage all churches to adopt this option 
where possible in order to claim Gift Aid on donations.

*The Gift Aid Bureau Service of The Methodist Church 
processes Gift Aid claims for about 4,000 churches 
every year, reclaiming about £10m from HRMC on 
behalf of those churches. Once processed, the Bureau 
Service will transfer the relevant Gift Aid rebate to each 
church. 
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B.  Sending in donations to the World Mission 
Fund

Once a church has collected and banked their 
donations into the church bank account, they can then 
do one of the following:

• The church treasurer can write a cheque, made 
payable to ‘Methodist Church World Mission Fund’ 
for the total amount donated (a further cheque 
will need to be sent when the Gift Aid amount is 
refunded). The cheque for donations made can 
then be brought (or sent) to the MWiB Treasurer at 
the circuit-wide Easter Offering dedication service. 
All cheques should then be collected by circuit 
MWiB treasurers and banked using the ‘O2’ 
paying-in books.

• If churches cannot get in touch with their circuit 
MWiB treasurer, cheques may be sent to the 
Finance Department at Methodist Church House 
with a covering letter indicating the circuit’s name 
and ID number, so that those donations can be 
properly attributed.

• Alternatively, the total donation can be paid by 
BACS transfer directly into the World Mission Fund 
account using the following information:

Sort code: 40-02-06
Account number: 70951706

If making a payment using this method, be sure to 
include your circuit reference followed by 02. For 
example circuit number 18/9 would use the reference 
180902. If there is space, please also include your 
circuit name. This information ensures that your 
donation is attributed to the correct circuit. 
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OPTION 2

If the church is unable to claim Gift Aid through the 
Gift Aid Bureau Service, or if cheques have already 
been made payable to the World Mission Fund, then 
follow the instructions below:

• Collecting donations
Church officers (Gift Aid secretaries or equivalent) 
collect the sealed and completed Easter Offering 
collection envelopes (with cash/cheque donations 
enclosed) received from their congregation. 

• Sending in donations
1. The donations (cheques/cash) and Gift Aid 

envelopes should be sent to the circuit MWiB 
treasurer, who will then bank the donations using 
the ‘O2’ paying-in book and send envelopes to 
the Finance Department at Methodist Church 
House, with a covering letter stating the donations 
banked, circuit name, circuit ID number and the 
date they were banked. 

2. If churches cannot get in touch with their circuit 
MWiB treasurer, they can send donations and 
envelopes directly to the Finance Department at 
Methodist Church House. 

Note: If you choose to follow this option, churches 
cannot claim Gift Aid as they have not banked 
donations into their own accounts.

In both cases, any cheques should be made payable 
to ‘Methodist Church World Mission Fund’ and not 
‘MWiB’ and should not be sent to Methodist Women 
in Britain. 

For more information about claiming Gift Aid, Gift 
Aid rules, and frequently asked questions on Gift Aid, 
please contact your church Gift Aid secretary.

Please do not send the Finance Office cash donations 
by post. Deposit cash into your church account and 
send in a cheque or transfer by BACS for the same 
amount payable to the ‘World Mission Fund’.
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You can find each individual story available for download  

on the MWiB website: www.mwib.org.uk

Registered charity no. 1132208

To find out more about the Church’s world mission 

visit: www.methodist.org.uk/global-relationships  

email: gr.admin@methodistchurch.org.uk 

tel: 020 7486 5502  

25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR
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