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Your local Easter Offering Service 
is prepared by Methodist Women 
in Britain on behalf of the World 
Mission Fund. 

This act of worship enables the 
Methodist Church in Britain and 
Ireland to give to the work of our 
Partner Churches overseas.



Call to Worship

Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come.  
She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on  
her tongue.

Proverbs 31:25-26 (NRSV)

Hymn: Jesus Christ is waiting (StF 251)

Welcome

Welcome to this Easter Offering service. 

This year’s theme, ‘Tell Her Story, Tell Our Story’ is about stories of women 
who have often been forgotten or overlooked. They are stories of courage, 
compassion and calls for change. The theme has been inspired by the tenth 
anniversary of Methodist Women in Britain and the work it has done to 
empower and enable women around the world.

During this act of worship we shall dedicate the Easter Offering, all of which 
goes to the World Mission Fund of the Methodist Church in Britain. As we 
listen to and reflect on the stories of women from around the world and 
through time we will consider how we can share our story, our sisters’ stories 
and God’s story with the world.

Hymn: Make me a channel of your peace (StF 707)

Prayers of Adoration and Thanksgiving

Almighty God, how amazing you are. 
Your transforming love inspires us to be more welcoming. 
Your creative touch invites us to be more inquisitive.
Your passion for justice engages us in the fight for a better world.
Your unending grace strengthens us in our walk through life.

Amen
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Lord God, today we approach you with grateful hearts as we pray for the 
women of the world. 

We are thankful for the amazing women in our lives; mothers, sisters, aunts, 
grandmothers and friends, and all who have touched and enriched us. Thank 
you for their gifts and talents and their nurturing and supporting presence.

We are thankful for those throughout history who have fought for the rights 
of women and those marginalised by society. While the battle for equality 
and justice is not over, we thank you for the difference they have made to our 
lives, our communities and our world. 

We are thankful for the women who are working for change today; the 
campaigners, politicians, survivors and trailblazers who work tirelessly and 
speak out courageously on behalf of women all over the world. Thank you for 
their energy, their passion and their belief in change. 

We are thankful for organisations who champion the voices of women. Today 
we thank you especially for Methodist Women in Britain, Magnify, Restored, 
and All We Can. As we celebrate the tenth anniversary of Methodist Women 
in Britain, we thank you for all those who have been part of the women’s 
movement in the Church.

Finally, Lord, we are thankful for your radical message of justice and peace for 
all. For showing us that your kingdom is built by all, for all. We are grateful for 
your example and pray for strength and courage to follow your way of radical 
inclusion and welcome. 

Amen

Story 1: Magnify You

The first reading is the Magnificat. This is the song of praise and manifesto for 
change that Mary sings when she visits Elizabeth, after hearing from the angel 
that she is to give birth to the son of God. 

Reading: Magnificat – Luke 1:46-55
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Activity 1: Telling God’s Story 

Hymn: Sacred the body God has created (StF 618)

Prayer of Confession

Gracious God, while we celebrate these amazing women, we are aware that 
we have not always treated all your children with the respect and love they 
deserve.

Forgiving God, we are sorry for our neglect. 

We confess that we have not always believed women, being quick to judge 
and slow to care. We have questioned their stories, motives and fears without 
taking time to listen and show compassion and in doing so have alienated 
those who need us most. 

Forgiving God, we are sorry for our disbelief. 

We confess that we have not told the stories of women, leaving them out of 
history and undermining their achievements and their pain. We have turned 
away from the complex stories and given in to patriarchal narratives, even 
when reading the Bible. 

Forgiving God, we are sorry for our selective storytelling. 

We confess that we have not built a society that is safe for women. We have 
allowed the sins of sexism, misogyny and racism to prevail, leaving all women 
vulnerable to attack, abuse and harassment. We have put the onus on them to 
protect themselves rather than challenging the sins of society. 

Forgiving God, we are sorry for not challenging society’s sins. 

We confess that we have not reflected your gospel message in the way we 
have treated women in the Church. We have made them feel small, ignored 
their gifts and silenced their stories. We have not followed the example of 
your son, who empowered women to share your message.

Forgiving God, we are sorry for not living out your gospel.
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God, we have sinned against you and against those you love, in thought, 
word and deed. We seek your forgiveness and help, to challenge the sins 
of society and build a world that is fair and safe for all. Wash away our 
wrongdoing and renew us, through Jesus Christ your Son.

Amen

The Lord’s Prayer 

Story 2: Restored 

Hymn: Beauty for brokenness (StF 693) 

The next reading is the story of Rizpah, who was one of Saul’s concubines. It 
is a story that is rarely read. When David killed Saul and his heirs, she made a 
courageous stand, showing that in both life and death, all should be treated with 
dignity and respect. 

Reading: 2 Samuel 21:8-14 (The Message) 

Activity 2: Telling Her Story 

Story 3: All We Can 

The final reading is one of the final chapters in the book of Esther. Esther is the 
Queen, having been chosen to marry the King after the exile of his previous wife 
- who disobeyed him. In this reading she confronts Haman, who is planning to kill 
the Jews, in front of the King. 

Reading: Esther 7:1-7
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Reflection (optional) 

Activity 3: Telling Our Story 

Prayers of Intercession

Compassionate God, we pray for the victims of gender-based violence and 
abuse all over the world. Hold all women who feel trapped, unsafe, and who 
live in fear, in your loving arms. 

We pray for a world where every person can feel safe, secure, loved and 
cherished. 

Caring God, we pray for those who have escaped violence and abuse. Be with 
them as they rebuild their lives and make your love and presence known. 

Lord, give them the courage and strength to take the next steps. 

Creator God, we pray for projects that are changing women’s lives. While the 
work is hard we pray that these project leaders feel your encouragement and 
empowerment in everything they do. 

We pray for their success, expansion, and creativity in meeting the needs 
of women where they are. 

Passionate God, we pray for female leaders around the world, for the 
trailblazers, and freedom fighters – fearless women who are paving the way 
for the next generation. 

We pray that you sustain their passion for change and give them the 
energy to keep going, no matter what gets in their way. 

Encouraging God, we pray for those coming alongside women, supporting 
them, encouraging them, speaking out for them and giving them space. 

Lord, give more people the strength to stand up for what is right and 
speak truth to power. 

Enabling God, we pray for Methodist Women in Britain as it celebrates its ten-
year anniversary. 
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We pray for its leaders and members as they continue to engage in 
creative spirituality, fundraising, challenging injustice and supporting 
women around the world. 

Gracious God, in this time of quiet we bring before you all the women we 
have spoken about today, all those who have touched our lives and all those 
who have made a change in the world. 

(Silence)

Lord, remind them that they are loved and admired in all that they do.

Loving God, who knows all our prayers, hold all those who inspire and care 
for us now and always. 

Amen 

Hymn: I will speak out (StF 702) 

and Offering and Dedication of Easter Offering

We stand and say together:

Creator God, we ask you to bless this money and those who have given 
it. May these gifts for the World Mission Fund be used wisely to enable 
the love of Jesus to be made known throughout the world. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen 

Hymn: Let love be real (StF 615)

Blessing

God bless the trailblazers, the changemakers, the leaders, the allies and all of 
us with courage, compassion and the vision of a fairer world for all. 

Amen
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