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New Places for New People 
Hope amidst the grief 

I led a funeral recently. As a minister part of our remit is to help bring hope to grieving 
relatives. Of course, many of us have also attended funerals – or have been unable to 
attend and have grieved at home – and marked the passing of our own nearest and 
dearest. This funeral was different. As the immediate family gathered outside of the 
crematorium, I saw a mother carrying a young baby (nine months old) in a sling. I could 
not resist approaching them to welcome them, say hello, and underline how heart-
warming it was to see them. During the service the baby slept soundly, but during the 
prayers there was the occasional cry.  

One of the lessons that is surfacing as we welcome NPNP is how whilst life can be full 
of grief, there are moments where we are reminded that there is new life, and that there 
is therefore room for joy. Of course, this is not isolated to NPNP projects, but frequently 
we find hope from what happens amongst new people, often on the margins. One of the 
markers of grief can be a sense in which those who surround us are disconnected from 
reality. Their life carries on. We are preoccupied. It is like someone is scattering confetti 
at a wake. Thankfully NPNP is not here to scatter confetti, but we are here to highlight 
how there can be hope amidst the grief.  

Andy Longe’s pioneer project provides a space in which people can find a restoration of 
hope, purpose, and direction through a mix of photography, meditation, and coaching.  

Rev. Dr. Langley Mackrell-Hey, Co-Superintendent, Peterborough 
Circuit 

Myth-busting 
Visit the FAQs page www.methodist.org.uk/npnpfaqs for answers to 
these questions and more: 

• Why are we doing this?  
• How will we do this?  
• Who are “new people”? 

Read the new NPNP Practical Guide 
NPNP staff have produced this practical guide for NPNP projects.  
It includes comprehensive information on how to begin an NPNP project 
and access funding, for both districts and circuits.  

NPNP projects may be funded connexionally or locally. 
www.methodist.org.uk/npnp-guide. 

Annual Tranches 
Discover which annual tranche your district is in for their NPNP project 
here: 
www.methodist.org.uk/npnptranches 
NPNP staff are currently working with districts in Tranches 1 and 2.  

https://youtu.be/Te4iCFvimOQ
http://www.methodist.org.uk/npnpfaqs
http://www.methodist.org.uk/npnp-guide
http://www.methodist.org.uk/npnptranches
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Church at the Margins 
Introduction to Church at the Margins 
Webinars across the learning network regions, March to June 2022 

Poverty is rising with a devastating impact on the lives 
of individuals and communities. How should we 
respond? These webinars offer an introduction to the 
vision and values of Church at the economic margins 
with stories from local practitioners in urban and rural 
contexts. 

Booking links for all of these events can be found here 
www.methodist.org.uk/cam-resources 

Beginning a Church at the Margins 
A 3 session interactive online course, March/April 2022 
  
A space to think about connecting and becoming a community of new Christians amongst 
and led by people experiencing poverty. This course is for people who are passionate about 
their community with very little or no experience of this kind of work.  

Book your place here www.methodist.org.uk/cam-training 
 

Life on the Breadline 
A weekly online Bible study  
Starting Thursday 3 March from 7-8:30pm, 
register here.  

We’ll hear from experts by experience, and be guided by 
a member of the teams of our four partner 
organisations. Our hope is that we will dig deeper into 
causes and understanding of poverty, and be 
empowered to act for a world where everyone is able to flourish. 
 

Church, communities, and the cost-of-living crisis 
A conversation with Paul Morrison 
Wednesday 6 April 7-8pm 

Communities who have struggled for the last decade 
have been hit by the pandemic and now face rising 
costs. This session will look at how communities are 
being affected, who is likely to need support and what 
we can do to be part of positive change.  

Speaker: Paul Morrison; hosted by: Eunice Attwood, Church at the Margins Officer.  
Register here. 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/cam-resources
http://www.methodist.org.uk/cam-training
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/life-on-the-breadline-online-lent-course-registration-255093650977
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0scuqhqDsiHtGnnBd7NijLwLg2fd-8Tg2N
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Pioneering 
Is God calling you to pioneer a new Christian community?  

Church Planting Intensive Report 
It was great to be together for our first ever Church Planting Intensive (CPI) at Cliff College in 
the first weekend of February. 25 pioneers and church planters gathered from diverse 
contexts across the Connexion to be equipped as they begin their new Christian 
communities and get to know others who are a part of the growing NPNP.  
 

The cohort will meet online once a month over the next year, to explore key practices and 
thinking for healthy pioneering and to shape their projects. CPI is a fully-funded year-long 
hybrid course and mixes teaching, reflection, times of prayer and deepening our calls, a 
place to celebrate and be vulnerable, growing as individuals and in the projects we are 
passionate about.  

The CPI will be running again so register your interest at 
pioneering@methodistchurch.org.uk.   


