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ORDER PAPER 
Thursday 23 June 2022 

PRESBYTERAL SESSION 
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

14:15 Holy Communion including the Pastoral Address 

 

15:45 Tea Break 

 

16:15 Preliminary business and administration 

 

Membership of the Conference (Agenda pages 592-600 and Order Paper 

page 3) 

 

 Letters of greeting to presbyters with more than 70 years’ service: 

   The Revd Joseph F Collinson (1951) 

   The Revd John H S Crossley (1951) 

   The Revd Douglas A Dennis (1951) 

   The Revd Harry W Gillespie (1949) 

   The Revd Stephen J Grieves-Smith (1952) 

   The Revd Antony M Hearle (1947) 

   The Revd Peter Howard (1951) 

   The Revd Peter G Jarvis (1951) 

   The Revd George W S Knowles (1949) 

   The Revd Glanville T Magor (1951) 

   The Revd Douglas Maw (1952) 

   The Revd John L Mitchell (1952) 

   The Revd Dr Albert W Mosley (1948) 

   The Revd Colin G Rowe (1951) 

   The Revd John E Stanfield (1948) 

   The Revd W G Flaxman Vivian (1950) 

   The Revd Stanley M Weary (1952) 

   The Revd John M White (1952) 

 

 Hours of session: Thursday: 14:15-15:45; 16:15-18:30; Friday: 09:15-10:45; 

11:15-12:15; 12:30-13:00; 14:15-16:15; 16:45-18:30. 

 

 Appointment of Scrutineers 

   The Revd Philip J Jackson (Chief Scrutineer) 

   The Revd Sean C C Adair 

   The Revd Helen Croft 

   The Revd Rory J Dalgleish 

   The Revd Andrew W Fyall 

   The Revd Rosamund V Hollingsworth 

The Revd Andrew J L Hollins 

 

 Appointment of Attestors of the written portion of the Daily Record 

   The Revd R Margaret K Mwailu 
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   The Revd A James Patron Bell 

   

 Membership of the Presbyteral Session Business Committee 

 

 Agenda Item 4: Report of the Presbyteral Session Business Committee (pages 

45-47) 

 Resolution 4/1 (page 47) 

  

 Agenda Item 5: Conference Arrangements (pages 48-50) 

 Resolutions 5/3, 5/4, 5/5 (page 49) and 5/6 (page 50) 

   

 Draft of Stations 

 

 Presentation of the text of the obituaries 

  

 Memorials and Notices of Motion 

 
16:30 Closed session (Candidates, Probationers and Reinstatements business) 
 

Agenda Item 37: Ministerial Candidates’ and Probationers’ Oversight 
Committee (pages 409-415, Order Paper page 3) 
 
1.  Candidates for Presbyteral Ministry (see separate booklet) 

Resolution 37/2 (page 411) 

Voting members of the Conference are asked to return their copy of the 

booklet at the end of this session. 

 

2. Special Reports  

Resolution 37/1 (page 411) 

 

3. Preachers recommended for continuance on trial 

Resolution 37/4 (page 414, Order Paper page 3) 

 

4. Preachers on trial presented to the Conference for Reception into Full 

Connexion in 2022 

 Resolution 37/5 (page 415, Order Paper page 3) 

 

Agenda Item 39: Presbyteral Transfers and Reinstatements (pages 417-419, 

Order Paper pages 3-4) 

Resolutions 39/0 (Order Paper page 4), 39/1, 39/2 (page 419) 

 
 Agenda Item 38. Permissions to serve (page 416) 
 Resolution 38/1 (page 416) 
 
 Resignations accepted by the President (Order Paper page 4) 

 

Report of Connexional Discipline Committees and Appeal Committees (SO 

1147) 

 

18:15 Evening prayer 

 

18:30 Adjourn 
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AMENDMENTS AND CORRECTIONS TO THE CONFERENCE AGENDA 
 

CHANGES TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE PRESBYTERAL SESSION (Pages 592-599) 

 

The Chair of each Home District 

19 The Revd Dr James N Tebbutt is unable to attend the Presbyteral Session. 

 

Representatives from the Irish Conference 

43 The Revd Dr Heather Morris is unable to attend. 

 

Birmingham 

92 The Revd Philip Warrey vice The Revd Christopher J Collins 
 
PRESBYTERS ATTENDING THE PRESBYTERAL SESSION UNDER THER OWN 
ARRANGEMENTS 
Delete The Revd Patricia Christopher 
Delete The Revd Dr Jane V Craske 
Delete The Revd Andrew S Farrington 
Delete The Revd Sarah Jemison 
Delete The Revd Matthew Lunn 

 

AGENDA ITEM 37: MINISTERIAL CANDIDATES’ AND PROBATIONERS’ OVERSIGHT 

COMMITTEE (Pages 409-415) 

 

Page 409, Special Reports 

1.2 For no case Read Liam James John Sheridan 

 

Page 410, Changes in expected date of Reception into Full Connexion 

1.5(b) add Naomi-Rachel Frances Sparey to 2026 

 

Page 414, Preachers recommended for continuance on trial 

For  Sparey, Naomi-Rachel, 2025 

Read  * Sparey, Naomi-Rachel Frances, 2026 

 

Page 414, Resolution 

For 45/4 read 37/4 

 

Page 415, Preachers on trial presented to the Conference for reception into Full 

Connexion in 2022 

For Smith, Katherine Jane 

Read Smith, Katharine Jane 

 

AGENDA ITEM 39: PRESBYTERAL TRANSFERS AND REINSTATEMENTS (Pages 417-419) 

 

Page 417, Recommendations of the Ministerial Candidates’ Selection Committee acting 

as a Transfer Committee  

 

1.3  Delete:   

Anselmo Francisco do Amaral (Methodist Church of Brazil) 
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Sherryanne Noreen Daley-Lee (Methodist Church of the Caribbean and the 

Americas) 

 Saul Tadzaushe (Methodist Church in Zimbabwe) 

 

1.7 Add: 

Anselmo Francisco do Amaral (Methodist Church of Brazil) 

Sherryanne Noreen Daley-Lee (Methodist Church of the Caribbean and the 

Americas) 

 Saul Tadzaushe (Methodist Church in Zimbabwe) 

 

      Delete: 

 Brain Magadzire (Methodist Church in Zimbabwe) 

Eddison Mubengo (Wesleyan Reform Union of Churches)  

 

1.8 Add: 

 Brain Magadzire (Methodist Church in Zimbabwe) [condition not yet met] 

Eddison Mubengo (Wesleyan Reform Union of Churches) [condition not yet met] 

 

1.10 Delete: 

 Nimilote Rokotoro (Methodist Church Fiji) 

 

Page 419, Recommendations for Reinstatement to Full Connexion 

***ADDITIONAL RESOLUTION (Presbyteral Session) 

39/0. The Conference receives the Report and adopts the recommendation for 

reinstatement. 

 

ADDITIONAL OBITUARIES 

 

The Conference is asked to accept these additional obituaries. If, when necessary 

checks are carried out, changes need to be made prior to publication in the Minutes of 

the Conference, the Conference gives permission for such changes to be made. 

 

Kenneth Denys Beardsley: Born in Sutton in Ashfield on 23 October 1928. His father, a 

Methodist minister, served as a missionary in Nigeria, whilst Ken was cared for by his 

grandparents. As a pupil at Middlesbrough High School during the war, Ken was 

evacuated to Barnard Castle, where lessons were held in the Bowes Museum. Ken 

studied for a BA at Manchester University, lodging at Hartley Victoria College. The 

Christian faith was always important to him and he followed his father into ministry, 

training at Headingley College, serving first in the Pickering Circuit. Following ordination, 

he served in Durham, and then Keighley Circuits. Here he particularly encouraged the 

young people, among whom five subsequently entered ministry. Ken never married. His 

mother joined him in Keighley following the death of his father, and remained with him 

until her death. Ken continued his ministry in the Otley Circuit, then Bradford 

(Woodhouse Grove), and Hexham, before becoming Superintendent of the South Craven 

Circuit. His final full-time appointment was in the Carlisle Circuit, after which he took 

responsibilities as an active Supernumerary in the Kirkoswald Circuit. In 1995 Ken 

retired to Silsden where the local churches were family for him, and where he was a 

much-loved figure in the community. He continued to pursue his lifelong love of walking, 

leading guided walks, and taking walking holidays with friends. Ken was rigorously 

influenced by Wesley’s sermon “The Use of Money”, which ensured that he lived as 

frugally as possible. He was always a meticulous organiser. He had a strong social 



5 

conscience, and often spoke out in church newsletters and the local press. He was 

involved in the local Amnesty International group and also played an active role in 

Spectrum. Ken will be remembered as an inspiring, encouraging minister and a lovely 

man, very independent, though grateful for the support of his family and his church 

family. He was well cared for in his final weeks at Glen Rosa MHA. Ken died on 11 April 

2022, in the ninety-fourth year of his age and the seventy-second year of his presbyteral 

ministry. 
 

Edward Arthur Bishop: Born in Blackheath, South-East London, on 21 July 1929, along 

with his twin brother Peter. Both of them were thrown out of the Church of England 

Sunday School at St John’s, Welling, but, apparently, Welling Methodist Church was 

prepared to put up with them. Ted was at school in Welling and then Dartford, beginning 

working life with the Ordnance Survey, firstly as a draughtsman, and then, following 

National Service, carrying out surveying work, mainly across South London. During his 

time in the Welling Methodist Church Youth Fellowship, he met Barbara. Love was to 

blossom, and Barbara was a loyal and devoted companion for Ted, supportive in all his 

ministry. Ted also found that his faith was developing, becoming a leader in the Youth 

Fellowship, and then he responded to God’s call, firstly as a local preacher, and then to 

ordained ministry.  He was accepted for training at Handsworth College in Birmingham. 

He and Barbara did not marry until after ministerial training, as was the norm. He served 

in the following Circuits: Burma (Myanmar) in the Naga Hills District of the Burma 

Methodist Church, Stevenage, Rome (as Minister of the English-speaking church), and 

finally Ashford. Whilst in Burma, Barbara gave birth to their sons Martin and Philip. 

During his time in Rome, Ted rejoiced in the play on his name: the idea of being the new 

Bishop in Rome. Throughout his ministry Ted was a committed ecumenist, and a keen 

practitioner of ministry rooted in the community. After sitting down, Ted and Barbara 

moved to Canterbury, where Ted shared in ministry in the Anglican-Methodist local 

ecumenical partnership in Sturry. He did publicity work for Churches in Canterbury, 

Churches Together in Kent, and for the Methodist District. He also kept up his lifelong 

love of gardening. Following time in hospital, he and Barbara moved to a care home in 

South Canterbury where Ted died peacefully on 21 April 2022 in the ninety-third year of 

his age and the sixty-sixth year of his presbyteral ministry.  
 

Ruth Hilary Davis: Born 13 May 1930, the daughter of Kenneth and Helen Davis. Ruth 

was educated at Cheadle Hulme School and Manchester and Liverpool Universities, 

training as a clinical psychologist ,and was awarded a BA and MA in psychology. Ruth 

then taught for three years in a Home Office approved school, as a Teacher in Charge at 

a local authority assessment centre for children in care, and a Youth Employment Officer, 

before taking a role as Clinical Psychologist in the child psychiatric unit at Clatterbridge 

Hospital on the Wirral from 1960 to 1973. When the Methodist presbyteral ministry was 

first opened to women, Ruth became one of the first women to offer for this ministry, and 

trained at Wesley House, Cambridge.  She then served in the following Circuits: Lowestoft 

and East Suffolk; Redcar, Saltburn and Guisborough; and Barnard Castle and Teesdale. 

In 1985 she took a year out to write a thesis entitled ‘Breaking the Mould’, describing the 

impact of the ordination of women on the ministry in the Methodist Church and on the 

life of the Church as a whole. Ruth retired to Guisborough and lived there until shortly 

before her death, when she moved to a care home in Redcar, where she was lovingly 

looked after. Ruth unobtrusively brought her professional skills to the ordained ministry; 

her listening skills and psychological understanding were of great use in her pastoral 

work, and of great help to colleagues who realised that here was a source of valuable 

advice, made generously available. Ruth was a sensitive leader of worship, helping her 
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congregations not to be afraid of silence, and her preaching was thoughtful, and 

appreciated. Being one of the first women ministers was a distinction, though it was 

endured rather than welcomed; negativity, however, was rarely expressed, and often not 

felt, especially as time went on and numbers of women ministers increased.  

Nevertheless, it was a welcome relief to Ruth and other women student colleagues, to 

spend time out with the Sisters of the Assumption at Hengrave Hall. Ruth is survived by 

two nephews, Christopher and Michael, and their children.  She will be missed by many 

friends, and there will be many, too, who will be grateful for a ministry faithfully fulfilled. 

She died on 4 March 2022, in the ninety-second year of her age and the fiftieth year of 

her presbyteral ministry. 

 

Brian William Goss: Born in Reading on 15 October, 1931, the son of Ernest and Phyllis, 

and half-brother of Royston.  With a deep faith in the goodness of God, Brian believed in 

the goodness of humanity and the power of collective action.  As a minister he was 

known for a natural engagement with his neighbours in community, and kindness.  Brian 

noticed people.  He broke the family tradition for the Merchant Navy to read theology at 

University before study for the ministry at Wesley House, Cambridge.  Some years after 

their first meeting, Brian followed Zena to the Edinburgh Fringe where she was 

performing, proposing in the summer of 1961.  They were married in August 1962 and 

had a long and fruitful union.  Ever dapper in silk tie and hat, Brian moved with ease in 

the settings in which he served.  He was stationed at Poole before moving to Bury, 

Ipswich, London (Harrow), Romford, London Mission (East Ham), and finally London (New 

River), before sitting down in 1996.  As an active supernumerary living in Hackney, Brian 

built a pastoral collaboration over two decades at Wesley’s Chapel and Leysian Mission 

where Zena continued as a pastoral leader.   They grieved deeply the death of their older 

son Simon in the prime of his life.  Despite this, Brian showed his most conspicuous joy 

in the presence of their extended family including younger son Christopher, numerous 

grandchildren and partners, and latterly, great grandson Ezra.  In recent years Brian had 

some confusion about how things fit together in a day, yet he maintained his delight in 

God, his participation in the world, his sense of justice, his curiosity about the future, and 

his capacity for friendship.  Not keen on YouTube or the internet, he and Zena were 

among the first to return to Wesley’s Chapel after lockdown.  Over five hundred attended 

and viewed his memorial at the Chapel.  Brian died on 13 April 2022 in the ninety first 

year of his age and the sixty-eighth year of his presbyteral ministry.   

 

John Harris: Born in Hesket Newmarket, Cumbria on 14 May 1930 to devout Methodist 

parents, John was the third generation of his family to become a Methodist preacher. 

Both his grandfather and father each completed more than fifty years as Local Preachers 

and John was to complete over seventy as a preacher. John was educated at Nelson 

Grammar School for Boys in Wigton, and, after completing his National Service in the 

RAF, he candidated for the ministry. He was placed on the President’s List and served a 

pre-collegiate year in the Manchester (Pendleton) Circuit. There then followed three years 

at Hartley Victoria College and two years as a Probationer in the Sale Circuit before 

ordination and being received into Full Connexion in 1957.  John married Ann in 1957 

and their son, David, was born in 1959. John was always a firm believer in both a 

preaching and a personal evangelical ministry, caring for people both inside and outside 

the Church.  He was a great visitor and had a passion for communicating the Gospel in 

relevant ways.  He was a regular contributor to local and national publications, and this 

continued into his retirement. A keen pianist, music was a key feature of his Ministry. 

John served in the following Circuits: Connah’s Quay and Hawarden, Blackpool (North), 

Altrincham, Southport (as Superintendent), Morecambe and Heysham, again as 



7 

Superintendent, and Fleetwood. John also completed five exchanges with ministers in 

the United States and oversaw the opening of the new church in Poulton-le-Fylde in 

1965. John and Ann retired back to Poulton-le-Fylde in 1994, where they were much-

loved members of the church there. John firmly believed that he lived to such advanced 

years to fulfil God’s purpose and endeavoured to keep helping people to grow in their 

Christian faith.  To this end, he continued to write a series of religious pamphlets, right up 

until he passed away.  John died on 13 April 2022 in the ninety-second year of his age 

and the sixty-eighth year of his presbyteral ministry. 

 

Keith James Ledson: Born in Liverpool on 20 March 1934. After training at Hartley 

Victoria College, Manchester, Keith served in the following Circuits: St Vincent 

(Kingstown), Grenada, (in the Barbados and Trinidad District of the British Methodist 

Church), Duncans, (in the Jamaica District of the British Methodist Church), St Helens 

and Prescot, Barbados, Trinidad, and Grenada (in the Methodist Church of the Caribbean 

and the Americas), Hinckley, Hunstanton, and Liverpool (South). Keith died on 22 May 

2022, in the eighty-ninth year of his age and the sixty-fifth year of his presbyteral 

ministry. At his own request there is no further obituary.  

 

Janet Kay Pillinger (nee Ball): Born in Bolton on 10 May 1956, Jan served in the following 

Circuits: Rossendale, West London Mission, West Pennine Moors, and Wigan. She was 

brought up in the Bolton Circuit. As a Methodist Girl Guide she achieved the Queen’s 

Guide award. She drifted away in her late teens, returning to an active faith in her 30s in 

the URC at Chorley. Following the end of her first marriage, she spent some time at Cliff 

College as both a student and staff member, balancing being a mother of small children 

with the rigours of the course at Cliff. Jan was well-liked by other students and used by 

some of them as a mature female ear. Jan achieved her MA there.  She was accepted for 

presbyteral training in 2000 and was sent for training at the Urban Theology Unit in 

Sheffield. She found this difficult and withdrew from training. She became the first 

Evangelism Enabler for Birmingham District, travelling the District, encouraging everyone 

through a course which Jan, herself, wrote – “Help, it’s the E word!”. Jan was an active 

and creative member of the District staff team, helping the District to move forward in 

mission and ministry, and from where, ten years after acceptance for pre-ordination 

training, she finished it and moved to Rossendale Circuit for her probation. It was there 

she was diagnosed with stage 4 breast cancer in 2012, and expected to die within two 

years. She married her husband, the Revd Pete Pillinger, in 2014, during a year off for 

health reasons. She was granted not two years from diagnosis but eight, and continued 

to exercise her ministry as health allowed throughout this time.  After ceasing active 

medical intervention, and following COVID in January 2021, she declined quickly. She 

was returned home in April 2021 with a warning she might not make it, but spent the 

last month of her life with her grandchildren and children, her sister and her husband, 

and rejoicing in God’s presence. Jan died on 26 May 2021 in the sixty-sixth year of her 

age and the thirteenth year of her presbyteral ministry. 

 

Paul Rees: Born 22 August 1970 in Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, one of three 

brothers.  Paul left school at sixteen and attended college in Cardiff where he took a 

course in bakery.  He obtained employment with Asda in their bakery, working up from 

Bakery Manager, through various promotions to be a Project Manager at their 

headquarters in Barnsley.  During these years, although he had been brought up in the 

Church, he had little or no expression of Christian faith or contact with the Church.  It 

came as a complete surprise to him when one day while in the shower he heard the call 

of God to tell others of his love. After a time at Cliff College, where he made lasting 
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friendships, he successfully candidated and trained for the ministry through the Durham 

course where he obtained his BA Degree. He served in the Plymouth and Devonport and 

Salisbury Circuits.  To say that Paul’s ministry was different and distinctive is something 

of an under-statement, but he was passionate about sharing the scriptures and anyone 

he came across who was in genuine need, for whatever reason, was offered substantial 

help.  He had three daughters in previous relationships before finding new happiness 

with Emma with their shared love of dogs and horses.  Paul knew the huge personal cost 

of ministry at first hand, but never lost his conviction that God had called him and was 

always committed to that call.  Following a period of illness, he was admitted to Salisbury 

Hospital for tests but had a major heart attack whilst there. He died on 6 March 2022 in 

the fifty-second year of his age and the thirteenth year of his presbyteral ministry.  

 
 

RESIGNATIONS ACCEPTED BY THE PRESIDENT DURING THE YEAR 

 

Steven Carpenter    No status 

Alexandra C Dunstan   No status 

Paul N Dunstan   No status 

Paul A Edwards   No status 

Hilary Ewing    No status 

Vivien Firth    No status 

James H Grayson   No status 

Phillip R Greetham   No status 

Malcolm Guest   No status 

Richard Jackson   No status 

H Frieder Kreschnak   No status 

J Scott Manning   No status 

John M Peters    No status 

Laurence R Potter   No status 

Colin A Reasbeck   Member 

Keith Rowbottom   No status 

Malcolm J Sharrock   No status 

Martyn J Skinner   No status 

F Robert Stevens   No status 

Richard J Stott   No status 

Carol A Vessey   No status 

Selby White    No status 


