
 

NOTICES OF MOTION 
 

 
 
 
 
Notice of Motion 2022/101: Amendment to Resolution 18/4 
In paragraph 27 (page 233) of Volume 2 of the Conference Agenda 2022, whilst 
discussing possible options for the future of the MMPS, the scheme currently used by 
council employees is mentioned as one such option. However, contrary to previous 
decisions of the Conference, we note that this scheme is not an ethical scheme and 
includes investment in firms involved in nuclear weapons and fossil fuel extraction. 
 
As the Methodist Church has a very clear stance on investment in these industries it is 
incongruous that the Pension Scheme for our council employees allows investment in 
these two industries. The current Banks Pension and Nuclear Weapons Campaign 
supported by many Methodists has recently targeted Royal London to challenge their 
pension scheme portfolios. 
 
The following amendment to resolution 18/4 seeks to ensure that whatever the MMPS task 
group proposes to next year’s conference, it is in line with the ethical standards of the 
Methodist Church. 
 
***RESOLUTION 
18/4.  The Conference affirms the work of the MMPS task group established by the 

Methodist Council and requests that proposals for the future of the MMPS are 
brought to the Conference of 2023 ensuring that any such proposals consider 
fully the ethical stance of the Methodist Church. 

 
Proposed: The Revd Dr Andrew J Lunn 
Seconded: The Revd Rory J Dalgliesh 
 
Budgetary implications  
It is anticipated that the work of the MMPS Task Group would fully consider the ethical 
stance of the Methodist Church in any case.  It should be noted, however, that any 
conclusions of the group with regards to ethical investments may have very significant 
financial implications on members of pension funds.    
 
 
Notice of Motion 2022/102: Marriage and Relationships Report  
The Conference notes the continuing significant work the Faith and Order Committee carry 
out throughout the year on behalf of the Methodist Connexion. 
 
The Marriage and Relationships Report (p.333-342 Agenda Vol.2), highlights some of the 
further themes of human relationships that did not form a substantive part of the Marriage 
and Relationships Report: God in Love Unites Us (2019). These include the family, 
singleness, childlessness, gender identity, polygamy and polyamory and healthy sexual 
expression. The report notes that these matters could be explored further by the Faith and 
Order Committee. In Resolution 27/3 the Conference is asked to direct the Faith and Order 
Committee to keep marriage and relationships on its agenda and bring a report to the 
Conference of 2025 regarding any further work required. 
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Throughout the debates on the proposals of the God in Love Unites Us Report, there were 
moving speeches on the floor of Conference, calling for more reflective work on 
singleness. The last substantive theological reflection on singleness is contained within the 
1992 Conference Statement on A Christian Understanding of Family Life, the Single 
Person and Marriage. A statement which the Conference of 2022 is asked to remove from 
its current status as a Conference Statement (Resolution 27/2). This work is now thirty 
years old, unhelpful in its assumptions, and inadequate for the task. 
 
There is much still to do in welcoming, affirming, and celebrating the presence and 
contribution of single people in the churches life together. A further delay of the possibility 
of work on singleness until 2025, may contribute to further marginalisation of those who 
are single, divorced, separated or widowed. 
 
The Conference therefore directs the Faith and Order Committee to bring a report on 
singleness to the Conference of 2024. 
 
Proposed: The Revd Miriam S Moul 
Seconded: Deacon Alison McMillan 
(Signed by 4 other members of the Conference)  
1. The Revd Helen D Cameron 
2. The Revd Ruth G S Fry 
3. The Revd Dr Karl A Rutlidge 
4. The Revd Nigel Cowgill 
 
Budgetary implications  
The Conference Financial Committee understands that Faith and Order have already 
anticipated theologically reflective work on some aspects of the Marriage and 
Relationships report therefore, if requested by the Conference, this particular aspect will 
be prioritised and there are no significant connexional budgetary implications.   
 
Notice of Motion 2022/103: Marriage Guidance (Report 28) 
 
In adopting resolution 28/2, the Conference amends the guidance to be printed as follows: 
 
Insert the following after paragraph 13: 
When nominating an authorised officiant to be registered the managing trustees should 
ensure those nominated are, or are willing to be, appropriately trained for the role. This 
training should include the leading of public worship, pastoral care and safeguarding.  
 
In the second sentence of paragraph 16: 
Change ‘will’ for ‘may’ so that the sentence reads: 
 
The process of marriage preparation and the subsequent confirmation of the request for a 
Christian marriage service will may otherwise be improperly constrained by arrangements 
for the provision of other aspects of the celebration.  
 
Proposed: The Revd David M Goodall 
Seconded: The Revd Philip J Jackson 
 
Budgetary implications  
There are no significant connexional budgetary implications. 


