
 

NOTICES OF MOTION 
 

 
AMENDED Notice of Motion 2022/201: Healing Ministry and Neurodiverse 
Conditions 
Building on the success of the Justice, Dignity, and Solidarity strategies, the God for All 

initiative, and the Church’s significant work on inclusivity, the Conference calls attention to 

the nature of healing ministry in relation to specific experiences of neurodiverse conditions.  

Throughout all Christian denominations there are instances where individuals are offered 

(or churches are requested by family and friends of the individual) to conduct prayers aimed 

at curing them of many conditions including Autism or Attention Deficit [Hyperactive] 

Disorder (ADHD/ADD). It is acknowledged that this practice can be harmful to the individual 

and does not recognise the reality of the condition they live with. The last significant report 

on the nature of healing ministry is dated 1977 and the Conference acknowledges that fresh 

guidance on healing ministry would be welcome.  

This request is informed by experiences of neurodiverse conditions, which commonly 

increase the individual's chances of social and mental ill health, and these can often affect 

the individuals' opportunities. By contrast, many individuals with neurodiverse conditions 

have positive skillsets such as creative thinking, problem solving and, mathematical skills. 

Prayers that a person be “healed” of their neurodiversity denies the value of these gifts and 

graces.   

Therefore, the Conference asks for further work that can explore the nature of healing 

ministry in the life of the church. Particularly: 

1: The Conference directs the Faith and Order Committee (in consultation with the Justice, 

Dignity, and Solidarity Committee) to consider new guidance on healing ministry, ensuring 

that the experiences of those who may joyfully embrace the gifts that their condition brings 

to their lives are heard.  

2:  The Conference directs the Faith and Order Committee (in consultation with the Justice, 

Dignity, and Solidarity Committee) specifically to consider whether prayers for healing for 

certain conditions should be prohibited.  

3: The Conference calls on the Methodist people to continue to offer prayers for 
those living with any condition that impacts on their wellbeing, and to be aware that 
such prayers may be particularly relevant for those living with any diagnosable 
lifelong neurodiversity, or those exploring diagnosis, or their families, noting 
especially that the process of referral, diagnosis and treatment is often measured in 
years, and requires considerable resilience. 
 
4: Within the continuing JDS work, the Conference asks Church Councils, Circuit Meetings, 

and District Synods to reflect collectively on a) how they can create supportive and 

accommodating environments for individuals with neurodiverse conditions and b) how their 

local situation can be improved with the particular gifts which individuals with neurodiverse 

conditions bring. 

Proposed: Mr James T Carver 

Seconded: Mr James D Blackhall 
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(Signed by 8 other members of the Conference)  
1. Ms Martha Rand 
2. Mr Luke Mellor 
3. The Revd Andrew W Fyall 
4. Mr Marc Williamson 

5. The Revd Christopher P Briggs 
6. The Revd Nathan S Falla 
7. Mrs Rosie Farrow 
8. Mr Balachandren Gnanapragasam 

 
Budgetary implications  
Proposers’ comments: 
Is it believed that points 2-4 would not have any budgetary implications. 
 
The only budgetary implication relates to point 1.  After consultation with the Faith and 
Order Committee it has indicated that the committee’s resources should be able to 
complete this task within their budget. I have however tried to estimate a number, these 
figures are based on the understanding that Faith and Order workers are volunteers, the 
Methodist Church has continued access to video conferencing software, the faith and 
Order committee has access to technology, and Faith and Order with Justice, Dignity, and 
Solidarity have access to Theological and Medical academic articles. On this basis, the 
cost to the Connexion is extremely limited. 

 
The only budget the proposers believe would be Stationery and Printing totalling between 
£1000 to £2,500; this cost includes the of creation of recruitment materials seeking 
volunteers who have Neurodiverse Conditions for consultation purposes, forms, and 
publishing the guidance. 
  
However, these resources and cost might also be covered by pre-existing budget. 
 
The Conference Finance Committee’s comments: 
Faith and Order Committee have a fixed budget and therefore this may impact on other 
significant areas of work.  There could be significant financial and resource implications in 
Districts, Circuits, and churches.   
 
Notice of Motion 2022/204: Churches of Sanctuary  
 
The Conference notes some positive elements of the Government’s programmes to assist 
refugees, such as the Vulnerable Persons Resettlement Scheme, the Afghan Citizens 
Resettlement Scheme and Homes for Ukraine, albeit with their limitations and bureaucratic 
difficulties but also notes what many perceive to be a hostile response to many refugees 
who come into the UK by other means, still under international law, to seek asylum. In 
particular, the Conference is concerned about: 

o the criminalisation of some asylum seekers, holding them in detention centres, or 

electronically tagging them, while their cases are considered 

o the lack of a right to work 

o the threat to deport such legal entrants to Rwanda. 

Churches, church leaders, Christians and people of all faiths have been at the forefront of 
the outcry against such practices and policies. A justice-seeking church which is 
considering what it means to be ‘Walking with Micah’ and following a ‘Methodist Way of 
Life’, has basic Christian principles and practices of welcome, hospitality and kindness at 
the heart of what it is and how it exercises ministry.  
 



 

However, in the light of the current hostile climate the Conference urges churches to take 
up the challenge to be officially recognised as intentional places of ‘Sanctuary’.  
 
The ‘Churches of Sanctuary’ movement – which is endorsed and supported by Churches 
Together in Britain and Ireland - follows in the tradition of the ‘Cities of Sanctuary’ 
movement begun in 2005, as described in ‘Hospitality and Sanctuary for All’ by the Revd 
Dr Inderjit Bhogal (CTBI 2021). Many Methodist Churches have been involved in their local 
City of Sanctuary movement. There are many Biblical references affirming the importance 
of offering hospitality to the stranger (most notably Joshua chapter 20), and churches have 
historically been known as places of sanctuary, as seen, for example, in the Durham 
Cathedral knocker and Stratford-Upon-Avon parish sanctuary door parish sanctuary door 
knockers, and the sanctuaries offered to families facing deportation from the UK in the 
1980s and 1990s.  
 
A Church of Sanctuary will be accredited through the City of Sanctuary movement and will 
proudly and openly:  

o commit to learning facts, listening to people seeking sanctuary, and honouring their 
stories; 

o evidence an embedded culture of welcome, protective hospitality and safety in 
every aspect of church worship and witness especially for people seeking 
sanctuary; 

o encouraging other churches to engage in this way.   

In the light of the above, the Conference: 
o urges all churches to consider what it would mean to become a Church of 

Sanctuary and to take deliberate steps to become recognised as such.  

o directs that information about becoming a Church of Sanctuary be made available 

through the Methodist website. 

o Directs that a letter be sent from the President and Vice-President to the Prime 

Minister and Home Secretary to draw their attention to the movement for Churches 

of Sanctuary and to urge Her Majesty’s Government to respect more fully the 

Christian tradition of sanctuary and hospitality towards strangers arriving on our 

shores. 

Proposed: The Revd Catherine H Bird 
Seconded: The Revd Rachel E Parkinson 
(Signed by 8 other members of the Conference)  
1. The Revd Faith M Nyota 
2. The Revd Samuel M McBratney 
3. The Revd Charity Nzegwu 
4. The Revd Ian S Rutherford 

5. The Revd Rory J Dalgliesh 
6. The Revd Mmasape Zihle 
7. The Revd Nigel Cowgill 
8. Ms Kira Davies 

 
Budgetary implications  
There are no significant connexional budgetary implications.  There may be significant 
local implications.   
 
Notice of Motion 2022/205: Support for disposal of property 
As a result of the Covid-19 pandemic along with other factors, the volume of properties for 
Circuits to dispose of is increasing. This is already creating a significant burden on 
ministers and lay officers. Relieving the circuits of the need to action this would enable 
missional activity to continue uninterrupted and would significantly improve well-being for 



 

many. Not taking significant action quickly will lead to further stress on ministers and lay 
officers and at some point may make circuit activity and development unviable. 
 
Consequently the Conference ask the Methodist Council to explore the feasibility of 
establishing a small team of suitably qualified and experienced people to take on the role 
of disposing of closed churches, manses and other church property, the costs of the team 
being recouped from the proceeds of sale. Circuits would not be required to use this 
service, but demand for such a service would expected to be significant.  
 
Proposed: The Revd Dr Sheryl M Anderson 

Seconded: The Revd Philip J Gough 
(Signed by 8 other members of the Conference)  
1. The Revd Jacqueline Bellfield 
2. Mr Craig P Price 
3. Mr Graham Pegg 
4. Miss Jennifer M Jackson 

5. Mrs Caroline Stead 
6. Mr Dudley Coates 
7. Mrs Heather V Lovelady 
8. The Revd Helen R Kirk 

 
Budgetary implications  
There would be costs involved in exploring and developing the project which can be 
absorbed within time currently allocated by the Connexional Team to Property 
Development Committee activities.  Working out how the longer term solution could be 
funded would be part of the review process.   
 
Notice of Motion 2022/206: Fossil Fuel 
The Conference thanks the Methodist Council for the excellent work done on Action for 
Hope and looks forward to seeing the implementation of this plan of action. 
Recognising that new fossil fuel developments are incompatible with efforts to limit global 
heating to 1.5C according to the UN and International Energy Agency, Conference: 

• Supports the call for a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty to phase out fossil fuels 
and support a just transition, which has already been endorsed by Christian Aid, 
former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, and 2,900+ scientists, 
academics and researchers (https://fossilfueltreaty.org/endorsements) 

• Directs that the President and Vice President write to the Prime Minister and 
Chancellor expressing opposition to the tax breaks which have been given for new 
fossil fuel exploration and extraction in the windfall tax legislation. 

 
Proposed: The Revd Ian S Rutherford 

Seconded: The Revd Joanna R Rand 
(Signed by 8 other members of the Conference)  
1. The Revd John D Howard 
2. Mr Michael C Pryke 
3. Ms Martha Rand 
4. The Revd Dr Sheryl M Anderson 

5. Miss Katharine Crew 
6. The Revd Andrew W Fyall 
7. Mr Matthew C Collins 
8. Mrs Karen L Attaway 

 
Budgetary implications  
There are no significant connexional budgetary implications.   
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