
HOLINESS 
AND JUSTICE



Making a difference 
Many people want to make a difference in the world – to 
change things, to make them better, to build something new 
and good. Some want to transform themselves in order to be 
better people, good neighbours, or loyal friends.

This booklet is an invitation through words and art to consider 
how you might make a difference both in yourself and in the 
world. It explores what is meant by Holy Justice and how it 
changes how you see the world and act in it. Holy Justice 
flows from God’s generous gift of love to us.

“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with  
your God?” 

(Micah 6:8, NRSV)

“In our age, the road to holiness necessarily passes 
through the world of action.” 

(Dag Hammerskjold)

What difference would you like to make?

Holiness and Justice 1: Called to make a difference



Wonder and amazement
When did you last feel a moment of deep wonder? 
Standing on top of a mountain? Holding a tiny baby? 
Looking out into the infinite night sky? Watching a child 
do something you cannot do?

Sometimes it is a special place which puts us in touch 
with that which is beyond words and beyond us – 
somewhere we go to be still. No words are needed, but 
in them you feel something special. These have been 
called “thin places” where we can catch glimpses of the 
eternal.

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

(Isaiah 6:3, NSRV)

“I didn’t feel like a giant. I felt very, very small.”
(Neil Armstrong on looking back at  

the Earth from the Moon, July 1969)

When have you experienced deep wonder  
or amazement?

Holiness and Justice 2: The beyond brought close, the mundane made strange



A sense of holiness
One way to talk about these profound experiences and 
places is that they have a sense of the Holy, a sense of 
that which holds all things together, a sense of God.

God’s holiness is the wholeness that we humans lack. 
Holy people, holy times, holy places are only holy in that 
we recognise that we are drawing close to God.

“Then [God] said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the 
sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are 
standing is holy ground.’” 

(Exodus 3:5, NRSV)

“Earth’s crammed with heaven
and every common bush aflame with fire,
but only he who sees takes off his shoes,
the rest sit around and eat blackberries.”

(from ‘Aurora Leigh’, Elizabeth Barratt Browning)

When have you felt close to God?

Holiness and Justice 3: Holy Ground?



A gift of holiness
According to the Bible, holiness is God’s primary 
characteristic, but human beings can experience it and 
are invited to share it. Holiness is made known in Jesus 
in his life and teaching, his death and resurrection. 

Holiness is an extraordinary quality as it enables loving 
our enemies, forgiving and being forgiven and facing the 
truth about ourselves and the world.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth.” 

(John 1:14, NRSV)

“Holiness consists simply in doing God’s will,  
and being just what God wants us to be.”

(Thérèse de Lisieux)

“Love recognizes no barriers. It jumps hurdles, leaps 
fences, penetrates walls to arrive at its destination full 
of hope.” 

(Maya Angelou)

What difference does faith make to you?

Holiness and Justice 4: The gift transformed in the giving



Holiness and justice
   In the UK more than 1 in 4 children live in poverty.
   1 in every 122 people in the world is a refugee or is 
internally displaced.

   Water scarcity affects 4 in 10 people, and climate 
change is making rainfall more variable.

An awareness of holiness, of a God who longs for 
a world where the hungry are fed, the homeless are 
sheltered, and the lonely are welcomed, can prompt us 
to reflect the God of justice in our lives.

Holiness and justice are intimately related. Responding 
to love of God in Jesus means seeking to live in a 
different way – a way that respects and seeks justice for 
all people.

“Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you 
should also love one another.” (John 13:34, NSRV)

“We are not to simply bandage the wounds of victims 
beneath the wheels of injustice, we are to drive a spoke 
into the wheel itself.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer)

What groups of people are treated badly  
and why?

Holiness and Justice 5: Mechanisms of injustice



Walking the path together
John Wesley, a founder of Methodism, believed that 
people needed to make the journey of faith together, 
helping each other both to live differently and fight 
injustice. He said: 

“‘Holy solitaries’ is a phrase no more consistent 
with the gospel than holy adulterers. The gospel 
of Christ knows of no religion but social; no 
holiness but social holiness.” 

In other words, we must travel together and help each 
other to be truthful and compassionate. We can’t do it 
on our own. We need both God’s grace and the support 
of honest companions on the road to a better world. 
Together we can make a difference. Together we can 
face truth and seek justice.

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I 
am there among them.”  (Matthew 18:20, NRSV)

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing 
that ever has.”  (Margaret Mead)

What or who helps and challenges you?
Holiness and Justice 6: Walking together



Holy living
Many people, moved by moments of awe and wonder, 
attracted by the person of Jesus, want to live differently. 
Together with others they form a rule of life – a way of 
living out their new life trusting in God. 

It is not what we do that makes us holy people, but what 
we allow God to do with us.

Methodists commit to making a difference by 
   worshipping God
   learning and caring together
   being good neighbours and challenging injustice
   inviting others to follow Jesus.

What patterns or habits of life can you embrace in these 
areas?

“Let justice roll down like waters,
  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” 

(Amos 5:24, NRSV)

“The more we receive in silent prayer, the more we can 
give in active life.” (Mother Teresa)

How are you going to make a difference  
with your life?

Holiness and Justice 7: The deeper paths
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Holiness and justice flow from God’s generous gift of love for us. 
This booklet explores what holiness and justice mean and how 
they affect the way we view the world and act in it.

Holiness and Justice is the theme Roger Walton and Rachel 
Lampard have taken as the President and Vice-President of the 
Methodist Conference in 2016/2017.

The Revd Dr Roger Walton is the Chair of the West Yorkshire 
Methodist District and Rachel Lampard is the Team Leader of the 
Joint Public Issues Team of the Methodist Church, the Baptist 
Union of Great Britain, the Church of Scotland and the United 
Reformed Church.


