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Introduction 

 
 There are 135 prisons in the UK housing about 88,000 prisoners. 

 The largest UK Prisons house approximately 2000 people, and the smallest a few 

hundred 

 Faith and Pastoral care is required in UK Prisons under a Specific Prison Service 

Instruction, requiring a multi-faith team to both reflect and serve the religious 

make-up of the prison population 

 The 1952 Prisons Act enshrines the necessity for a Chaplain in the Prison in law  

 There are currently approx 230 Prison Chaplains from Free Churches backgrounds 

 
 

Exploring Further 
 

Prison Chaplains are both Lay and Ordained ministers, recognised as such by their 
own denomination and endorsed by a Faith Advisor to give them permission to 

minister. A day in the life of a Prison Chaplain 
 

0800 arrive at prison, meet with multi-faith team. Pick up any messages from 

through the night. These could include information about self-harm, death of 
relatives of prisoners, or messages from worried family members. At this point 

the team will also work out how many prisoners were admitted the previous day 
and agree who will go to see them. The plan for the day is shaping up. 
 

0830 meet prisoners on their way to work; managing chaplain will often go to 
attend Governor's daily briefing  
 

0845 embark on priority work - this will include visiting all prisoners who have 

arrived in the last 24hrs, visiting healthcare, visiting the special care and 
segregation unit and seeing prisoners vulnerable to self harm.  
 

1200 ... breathe, remember to breathe ... then paperwork for volunteers' 
coming into the prison, religious registration, Chaplains log, etc.... 
 

1230 lunch; maybe a staff prayer meeting / pastoral work with staff 
 

1300 begin preparations for afternoon; catch up with rest of team on how 
things are going, prepare for up-coming events eg. Sunday worship 
 

1345 meet prisoners on way to work in afternoon. Often afternoons are used for 
more structured work, eg. One to one support, resettlement work, pastoral 
visits, victim awareness and other structured courses, etc....  
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1700 evening activities. Bible studies, 
meditation classes, fellowship groups, music 

practice, informal support groups etc.... often 
involving management and supervision of chaplaincy volunteers. 
 

1830 time of prayer? Ensure that any issues raised during the evening are 
followed through eg. Prisoners feeling vulnerable, security issues, family 
concerns. Complete chaplains log.  
 

1900 Check chapel is Secure and go home! 

 

 
Getting Involved 
 

First steps to become involved in this chaplaincy work: 

 
 obtain necessary accreditation to minister as a lay or ordained worker 
 contact Free Churches Faith Advisor for further information 

 call your local Prison, speak to the Chaplaincy team and see if you can 
arrange a visit 

 Prison Chaplaincy specific training is available via the Prison Service for all 
new Chaplains 

 

 

Prison Chaplaincy Resources 
 

For further Information please see:   
http://www.freechurches.org.uk/Groups/230152/Free_Churches/Activities/Prison_Chaplaincy/Pri
son_Chaplaincy.aspx 

 

Ministry of Justice: A Guide to Religious Practice in Prison   
http://www.freechurches.org.uk/publisher/file.aspx?id=124157 

 
 
 

Contacts: 
 

 

Free Churches Faith Advisor to NOMS 
Secretary for Prison Chaplaincy 

Free Churches Group 
 
The Revd Bob Wilson 

27 Tavistock Square 
London WC1H 9HH 

 
Tel: 020 3651 8336  
Email:  bob.wilson@freechurches.org.uk 

Web:http://www.freechurches.org.uk/Groups/230152/Free_Churches/Activities/Prison_Cha
plaincy/Prison_Chaplaincy.aspx 

 
 

 

http://www.freechurches.org.uk/Groups/230152/Free_Churches/Activities/Prison_Chaplaincy/Prison_Chaplaincy.aspx
http://www.freechurches.org.uk/Groups/230152/Free_Churches/Activities/Prison_Chaplaincy/Prison_Chaplaincy.aspx
http://www.freechurches.org.uk/publisher/file.aspx?id=124157
mailto:bob.wilson@freechurches.org.uk
http://www.freechurches.org.uk/Groups/230152/Free_Churches/Activities/Prison_Chaplaincy/Prison_Chaplaincy.aspx
http://www.freechurches.org.uk/Groups/230152/Free_Churches/Activities/Prison_Chaplaincy/Prison_Chaplaincy.aspx

