PRAY FOR MISSION - GIVE TO MISSION - SUPPORT GOD’S MISSION

mission
matters
T

his new issue of Mission Matters
comes packed with news from
mission partners serving

overseas, book reviews, and news
updates, to mention but a few. We
hope you enjoy reading it as much as
we’ve enjoyed putting it together.
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Mission is… showing
God’s love in action

T

he Methodist Church has been supporting a national
in mission appointment (NMA) at Pellegrino della

The Methodist Conference is
almost upon us and with it, thoughts of
impending changes to the Connexional
Team. Whilst we value your prayers, we
would encourage you not to forget two of the primary missions of
the Church as encapsulated in the Priorities of the British Methodist
Church: ‘To proclaim and affirm its conviction of God’s love in
Christ, for us and for all the world; and renew confidence in God’s
presence and action in the world and in the Church.’ It is this focus
that has enabled us to carry on with God’s work, knowing that we are
supporting community development and action for justice, especially
among the most deprived and poor - in Britain and worldwide (from
the Priorities). None of this would be possible without your support
for the Methodist Church Funds.
With every generation comes a unique, although not entirely
different, opportunity to show God’s love to the world. Just as John
Wesley used his pamphlet, Thoughts Upon Slavery (available from
Methodist Publishing House
(mph), www.mph.org.uk priced
£3.50, product code SA104)
to fight the evils of the slave
trade during his day, so it falls
to us to use the mechanisms
at our disposal to campaign
against modern day slavery. The
methods used by the traffickers
today might be different but the
overall impact on the victim is
still the same; devastating and
disempowering.

Terra, Italy for several years. NMAs encourage and

support local people in key mission projects in their own
countries. Pellegrino della Terra helps African women who
have been trafficked to Italy for prostitution purposes to be
rehabilitated using an holistic approach. The organisation has
also been supported by an empowerment grant from the
Women’s Network enabling them to purchase some sewing
machines to help start a tailoring workshop. Your giving
to the Fund for World Mission (FWM) enables us to show
God’s love in practical action in the lives of these African
women.
You can find out more about
Trafficking, the Women’s
Network 2005-2008 Social
Action Project by ordering
Trafficking, their information
pack (£10 plus £3.20 p&p).
Order yours from Women’s
Network on 020 7467 5175.
Copies of the free leaflet,
Not for Sale are available to
download on the Women’s
Network webpages of
www.methodist.org.uk

Books

Point Me to the Skies:
the Amazing Story of Joan Wales
Author: Ronald Clements
Publisher: Monarch Books and OMF International
ISBN: 978-0-8254-6157-6

J

oan Wales spent little more than four years as a
missionary in China with the China Inland Mission

(CIM) before being forced to leave by the advancing
Communist army. For forty years she was unable to

More Ready than You Realize:
Evangelism as Dance in
the Post-Modern Matrix
Author: Brian McLaren
Publisher: Zondervan Publishing House
ISBN: 978-0310239642

T

his book has been available for a little while, but
I’ve only just discovered it. Brian McLaren is an

emerging church leader and author from the United

return to a people she knew she had been called to

States. In his books he combines a deep questioning of

serve. Joan, as part of a small team, worked with the

contemporary church forms with what seems to me to

Nosu in Zhaujoue, a remote village in the “Great Cold

be an engaging spirituality.

Mountains”.
Chapter one begins with the team’s dramatic escape

This book is about the process of evangelism
in the 21st century. It is based around an e-mail

from Zhaujoue in January 1951, setting the tone of a

correspondence which Brian had with an unchurched

book that describes a life that is far from predictable.

lady over a period of around two years whilst she was

The book is based on her diaries and memories and is

searching for faith.

therefore not just a biography. It is a valuable insight

He reproduces her questioning e-mails, gives

into the history of the CIM and also a good introduction

a commentary on them which helps the reader to

to the complex subject of Christianity in China. The

understand the spirituality of people outside the church

book makes no claims to explain the events across

and then explains the sorts of answers he gives.

China during this period, but does put into context the
challenges faced by the team in Zhaoujoue.
This was a gripping read from start to finish and I felt

The questions that April, the lady, asks are absolutely
fascinating. For instance, she was extremely concerned
that accepting Christian ‘truth’ would make her less

moved to tears on a number of occasions. Although at

‘good’ as a person, i.e. more narrow-minded and

times I felt the writing style rather old fashioned, it did

judgemental.

not hinder the telling of the story. I was left with a sense

Not all American books make the journey across

that Joan did not believe her story to be amazing because

the Atlantic well. I believe this one does – I found it a

she was one of many – most others serving longer

fascinating read and commend it highly.

than her in the field. However, it can still be inspiring
to Christians today because it shows how a sense of
vocation can be fulfilled throughout a whole lifetime.
Liz Clutterbuck

Mission Education’s Funds Adviser
Read Liz’s word on supporting mission at home
and abroad on page 3.

Graham Horsley

Connexional Team Evangelism/Church
Planting Secretary

A word from
Liz Clutterbuck, Funds Adviser

I

Rocio Barcenas on a pastoral visit

n June, the World Church Office (WCO) will be launching
a DVD that highlights the work of the Methodist Church
in Colombia. The DVD is a 25-minute documentary about
the social action work of the Colombian Church and has been
produced in association with the United Church of Canada.
The Methodist Church of Colombia was founded in 2004
and grounds its work in the basic principles of John Wesley i.e.
responding to the needs of the community. The majority of
the Church members are displaced people who live in poverty.
Its mission is to contribute to the expansion of God’s kingdom
expressed in the creation of inclusive communities for the
promotion of a just and integral life in Colombian society.
The Fund for World Mission supports the Church in Colombia in a variety of ways. It funds
three national mission appointments (NMAs), whose work reflects the community focus of the
Church. For example, William Llano Zuniga and Rocio Barcenas have been starting new pieces
of work in the city of Medellin, including Bible study groups and social work with children.
Watching this DVD should both inspire and inform people about the work being done by
Methodists around the world to which the Fund for World Mission contributes. But it is not just
about world mission – it has an important message for churches about home mission. The work
being done by the Colombian Church also exists in various forms within Britain and the Fund
for Home Mission is funding many projects. Perhaps it might inspire your church to look at its
role within your local community?

YES – to Partnership with NCH

S

ince 2003, the WCO on behalf of

YES has been established since 1989 and is

the British Methodist Church (BMC),

supported by NCH. It has three main programmes:

has been working in partnership

- The Services Training Centre: caters for

with NCH, the children’s charity, and the

young women who have fallen out of school,

Methodist Churches of Southern Africa and

gives them opportunities to gain employable

Zimbabwe. This co-operation has led to

skills and, hopefully, enables them to have

the dissemination of good practice in the

the skills to make wise choices in the future.

care of young people throughout Southern
Africa, and has been highly valued.
In 2006, NCH and BMC looked at
extending this successful collaboration, in

Karen Cain and Florence Dillitt

- The Centre for Teenage Mothers: offers support and educational
sessions to teenage and first time mothers.
- Outreach and Advocacy: the only group in Belize that campaigns
against the sexual abuse and exploitation of young women.

conjunction with the Methodist Church of
the Caribbean and Americas (MCCA). Over

Maggie Patchett brings a wealth of organisational and practical experience

the last few months, BMC have worked

to YES as she works alongside dedicated local staff. She embodies the

with MCCA Belize/Honduras District to

meaningful way that BMC and NCH are demonstrating God’s love

second Maggie Patchett, a mission partner,

in action for vulnerable young people by working together with local

to an organisation in Belize City called

expertise from MCCA and YES. Please pray for Maggie and all the staff at

Youth Enhancement Services (YES), a non-

YES as they engage in this important work.

governmental organization that serves ‘at
risk’ young women and girls.

Michael King, Team Leader, World Church Relationships

A letter from Mark and Beth Leeming, mission partners in the
Solomon Islands, written in the light of the recent earthquake and tsunami

The Views from Abroad

P

lease don’t worry, we are all fine. I

children. Yes, the house did shake a lot, mainly

mean this with absolute sincerity.

because it is a wooden house on stilts. We got

Munda has just caught the edge of the

out very quickly. Mark ran home, then we,

earthquake. If you look at a decent map, you

along with the rest of those in the hospital

will be able to find Simba, Gizo and Choisel

compound, plus patients, headed for the hills

– these are the areas which have had extensive

close by. We stayed out in the bush that day,

damage. I am not aware of any houses that

eating rice boiled over an open fire, prepared

have been damaged in Munda. We just had

by our friends. By the evening we came down

three broken plates. As for the tsunami, the

and camped out in the church, which is at

wave here was about one metre high and was

the foot of a steep rocky hill, which we would

nothing worse than you would get at Milford-

have been able to ascend quickly. On day

on-Sea on a stormy day. The Roviana lagoon,

two a few aftershocks continued, but nothing

where we are situated, is very protected by

much. Mark worked and I looked after the

the island of Rendova and also the coral reefs,

children. We stayed in the church again that

which would have slowed down any wave

night, accompanied by a few other hospital

heading this way. The sea here is normally as

people. On day three, I worked. There was

calm as a millpond.

a big tidy up at the hospital and preparation

Hearing the international news, I knew you

for forty patients who will be transferred

would be really worried. The fact that people

from Gizo hospital. The patients have not yet

are still missing will be because some islands

arrived; they are waiting for us to get a proper

are so small that the occupants would not have

water supply reconnected.

had a chance if they were near the epicentre.

Please thank God for safety and health.

No one was killed or injured in the Munda

It could have been so much worse. Please

area – remember we work at a hospital, so we

pray for continued good morale as we await

should know!

patients evacuated from the hospital at Gizo,

We have got plenty of food, electricity

which was substantially damaged.

and tank water (rain water). Concerning the
‘shanty towns’ you may have seen on your

Richard and Kathryn Jackson, also mission

TVs, many people have left their houses

partners in the Solomon Islands were actually

because they are scared, because nothing

visiting Sasamunga on the island of Choisseul

like this has ever happened in the west of the

at the time the tsunami struck.

Solomon Islands in living memory. We are

Says Kathryn, “To be told that we were

keeping the radio tuned to Solomon Islands

‘struggling’ with the people there, when

Broadcasting Corporation, and the National

we had lost so little, and to be given such

Disaster Council urged people to go home

hospitality, was an immensely humbling

yesterday. During the time that we were

experience. It is the powerful forces of

warned to stay on high ground, we did.

solidarity, generosity and hospitality of people

The earthquake occurred at 8am; Mark
was in the chapel and I was at home with the

that will stay in our minds, just as much as the
destructive force of the waves.”

The World Church Office is co-ordinating the Methodist Church’s appeal for the Solomon Islands. Any contribution should be made
to ‘Fund for World Mission’ and labelled – ‘Solomon Tsunami’. Cheques should be posted to Chris Elliott, World Church Office,
Methoidst Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London, NW1 5JR

NEWS&EVENTS
Fresh Expressions
Consultation

Overseas
opportunities

In 2008, the Evangelism and

Partner churches around

Church Planting department are

the world are always

planning a Fresh Expressions consultation.

looking for people

It would help them if practitioners would

with professional skills

contact James Church (e-mail

- both lay and ordained

churchj@methodistchurch.org.uk) to let him know if

- to serve with them in their mission. Current

you would prefer a one-day or residential, midweek

requests include:

or weekend event? What sort of content would you

Theological tutors: Cameroon and the Pacific

prefer? Should it be biased towards sharing with one
another or having input from “expert” speakers? What
are the key issues for you at the moment?

Medical workers: Kenya
Teachers: Kenya, Equatorial Guinea, and Nepal
You can find out more about these opportunities and
many others by calling 020 7467 5154 or
e-mailing wco.personnel@methodistchurch.org.uk

News from Selly Oak Centre for
Mission Studies, Queens Foundation
The first appointed Scholar in Residence of the Selly
Oak Centre for Mission Studies in Birmingham, Dr Daryl
Balia, has just taken on a new responsibility; being the
project manager for the ‘Towards 2010’ process, an
ecumenical initiative to reflect on a century of missions,
celebrate past achievements and plan for a new mission
paradigm in the 21st century. Based in Edinburgh,
Dr Balia will work with a number of theological and
mission-related institutions around the world in

European Methodist Festival,
1-5 August 2007, Bratislava, Slovak Republic
You can find out more about the festival on the website
www.methodist.eu Publicity materials (flyers and
posters) are available from the Europe desk
020 7467 5164/5101 or
e-mail wco.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk

preparing a series of study materials examining issues
such as mission and power, reconciliation, and other
such related themes.
For more information visit www.towards2010.org.uk

Walk for HIV/AIDS
If you would like to help re-ignite people’s awareness of
HIV, raise valuable funds for the National Aids Trust and

Shared Lives

Crusaid, and have a fun day out in London
this summer, then join Crusaid’s Walk for Life,

Shared Lives, the DVD showing

a 10km sponsored

the work of the Fund for World

walk for HIV in

Mission in action is out now. The

Europe. Register

DVD (product code PA 408) is available free of charge

your interest at

and can be obtained from Methodist Publishing House

events@nat.org.uk

(www.mph.org.uk) or by calling 01733 325002.

MethodistChildren’s ground breaking partnership with
the Church of North India and Henry Martyn Institute,

The project is a great

Hyderabad, has given birth to an exciting project,

way for children’s

Peacebuilders – Children for Peace.

groups to explore
what peace is and what
promotes it, then take
the step of deciding on
some actions for peace, including
making and using a Peace Box
that holds all the ideas for peace
(big and small) that the group had. The
Peacebuilders DVD is also available.
Find out more at www.peacebuilders.info

Further Information
Please contact John Nutt, Mission Education Coordinator,
Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR
Tel: 020 7467 5116 Fax: 020 7467 5285
E-mail: missioneducation@methodistchurch.org.uk
Website: www.methodist.org.uk

Please support the
Funds for World
and Home Mission
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