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You may or may not be aware 
that by signing a Gift Aid 
declaration, you enable the 

charity you’re supporting to reclaim an 
additional 28% of the donation from 
HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) 
- at no cost to you. Gift Aid is a 
government scheme to encourage 
individuals and businesses to donate 
more money to charity. Since it came 
into effect, this piece of legislation has 
benefited the Methodist Church Fund 
to the tune of £1000s. 

However, from April 2008, the 
amount that can be reclaimed will be 
reduced to 25%. This could have a 
massive impact on income to the Funds. 
The Church of England has already 
estimated that it could lose £7.1 million!

If you are a standard rate taxpayer 
and do not already Gift Aid your 
donations, I would strongly encourage 
you to take the time and fill in a 
form (available from www.mph.org.
uk or download it from the Mission 
Education pages of www.methodist.
org.uk). Such a simple act can have 

far-reaching consequences.
It really can make a difference. On 

individual donations the sum might seem 
insignificant, but when put together 
with everyone else’s giving, it really is 
significant. If every taxpayer in a district 
was to Gift Aid their giving, we estimate 
that giving to the Fund for World Mission 
(FWM) would increase dramatically. It 
would have a similar effect on the Fund 
for Home Mission (FHM).

Think of the money as the equivalent 
to a large special grant – like the 
£5,200 recently awarded to repair 
storm damage to the Out Patients’ 
Department of Segbwema Hospital in 
Sierra Leone. Or a year’s funding to 
a FHM project, like the £7,500 
annual grant to the Whiteway 
Southdown Community Project 
in Bath. 

The 
money 

that the Funds receive through Gift 
Aid is a bonus and costs you nothing, 
yet it enables us to do more to support 
our partner churches and mission work 
in Britain. 

You can find out more about Gift 
Aid by going to the Finance pages 
(under Church Life) of www.methodist.
org.uk. You can also contact Mr 
Philip Bedford-Smith at: Tax Recovery 
Section, Methodist Church House, 25 
Marylebone Road, London, NW1 5JR. 
Tel. 020 746 73788. E-mail: giftaid@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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Reaching out in Belize

PRAY FOR MISSION - GIVE TO MISSION - SUPPORT GOD’S MISSION
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A Round Mission

In this issue of Mission Matters, we put the spotlight on 
the emerging Methodist Church in Sudan, the ‘Round 
Table’ process that has been established for several of 
our partners in Latin America with the General Board of 
Global Ministries (USA), the United Church of Canada 
and the Methodist Church in Switzerland. We also put the 
spotlight on The Ark, a thriving church on the Highwoods 

development on the northern edge of Colchester. We give 
you the latest updates from our mission partners and the 
best way to increase your giving to the Methodist Church 
Funds by 28% - at no cost to you. All these and more in 
this issue of Mission Matters. And don’t forget, we’re 
interested in your mission stories. Contact us using the 
contact details on the back page of this newsletter. 

A word from Liz Clutterbuck, Funds Adviser
Do you Gift Aid?
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Homeward bound

The first weekend I was here 

saw the 40th anniversary of 

the Methodist Church of the 

Caribbean and Americas (MCCA). 

That was Aldersgate Sunday and this 

week is the 182nd anniversary of 

Wesley Church in Belize City. So, I 

have attended a lot of special services 

– each a minimum of 2 hours long, 

some as long as 3½ hours! 

I have also now started work with 

the Youth Enhancement Service 

(YES), which has involved visiting a 

lot of other organisations and people 

here who work with children and 

young people, to give me a sense 

of how things work. Whilst some of 

the places I saw were truly inspiring, 

there is a massive need for support for 

Working with children and young people in Belize
children and young people, with many 

problems and issues, and I have been 

hearing some heartbreaking stories too.

My first week also included the 

graduation for some of the young 

women who have completed training 

at YES over the last four months. High 

school here is for those who successfully 

Maggie Patchett

graduate from primary school, and 

has to be paid for. YES provides an 

alternative for those not at school. We 

also have a Centre for Teenage Mums 

– a common thing here in Belize, and an 

Outreach and Advocacy department.

This week I’m attending a two-day 

workshop on Strategic Planning for 

Non-Governmental Organisations 

(NGOs), and the following week 

assisting with training for monitoring 

and evaluation processes.   

After staying with Florence Dillett for 

the first two weeks, I managed to find 

a place of my own. It is an upstairs 

apartment in Belize City, and as you 

will see from the photos at http://

picasaweb.google.co.uk/mpatchett

(continued on next page)

Views from Abroad 

After 4 years of living and 

working in Kenya our period 

of service here is drawing to 

a close. In a few days, a container is 

coming to collect our belongings for 

the long sea voyage to the UK. We 

hope to be reunited with our freight 

in a couple of months time. At the 

end of July we leave Kenya and fly 

to the UK and immediately begin 

preparations for living and working 

in our new appointment with the 

Methodist Church in Reading.  

Having been away from the UK 

for four years we are almost as 

apprehensive about this as we were 

about moving to Kenya!

We sincerely hope that you have 

enjoyed receiving our Moffoot 

Mailings from Kenya and that you 

have found them informative, 

enlightening and interesting to read. 

We have certainly appreciated your 

responses, comments and feedback.

As a whole family we want to once 

again say an enormous ‘thank you’ to 

those who have been in touch with us 

whilst we have been here. We have 

received many e-mails, letters, cards, 

phone calls, text messages and many 

parcels and gifts. You will never be 

able to fully appreciate how important 

all of this 

has been 

to us. 

And thank 

you for the 

assurances of prayer that we have 

received, they have been an incredible 

encouragement and support to us.

Please continue to pray for us in the 

time ahead as we move and readjust 

to living and working and schooling in 

the UK.

The Moffoots spent four years in 

Kenya as mission partners. Join us in 

prayer as we wish them a peaceful 

transition to the UK.



Sudan is synonymous with 
Darfur “the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis.” However, 

that is not all there is to the country. 
The largest country in Africa, Sudan 
was converted to Christianity in the 
6th century by missionaries and later 
to Islam by Muslim Arabs. 

Darfur, the western-most part of 
the country has been the scene of 
conflict for many decades. It was 
used by Sudanese rebels to fight the 
neighbouring Chad government.  In 
1983, an Arab majority government 
tried to impose Sharia law across 
Sudan, even in Muslim minority 
areas. This exacerbated a rebellion in 
the south which is mainly inhabited 
by black African Christians. During 
the 1980s, Colonel Gaddafi of Libya 
used Darfur as a staging post to 
support the opposition rebels to 
General Nimeiri, and all through the 
1990s ethnic militias grew in Darfur. 

Apart from an 11-year period 
between 1972-1983, Sudan has 
been continuously at war since 
independence in 1956. 

About Darfur
The Darfur crisis began in 2003 
when a rebel group started attacking 
government military targets amidst 
claims that their region was being 
neglected by Khartoum, and that the 
government was oppressing black 
Africans (predominantly southern-
based Christian Sudanese) in favour 
of pro-government Arabs militias (the 
Janjaweed), who reside mainly in the 
north. The government responded by 
coordinating aerial attacks on civilian 
populations using the Sudanese 
Armed Forces and the Janjaweed.

Millions have fled their villages and 
are currently in the many displacement 
camps near Darfur. The Janjaweed 
patrol outside these camps. Men 
are killed and women raped if they 
venture too far out of the camps in 
search of water and firewood.  
Much of Darfur remains inaccessible 
to aid agencies because of the 
fighting. 

The UN has said that the population 
of Darfur is suffering from the world’s 
worst ‘humanitarian crisis’.

Good news
The Sudanese conflict has been called 
Africa’s longest-running civil war.

In May 2006, the Darfur Peace 
Agreement was signed by the largest 
rebel group, the Sudan Liberation 
Movement, led by Mini Menawi, and 
the Sudanese Government.

This year, a grant was given to the 
emerging Methodist Church in Sudan 
(MCS). The Church was started by a 
group of Sudanese believers who were 
converted at a crusade in 1999 in a 
refugee camp on the Kenyan side of the 
Sudanese border. The crusade was led 
by Peter France, a Kenyan evangelist. 
To date, there are now nine Methodist 
church settlements in southern Sudan. 
The Methodist Church of Great Britain 
(MCB) is supporting this emerging 
church through the outreach ministry of 
Methodist Church Kenya (MC Kenya).

You can find out more about the 
Methodist Church in Sudan by  
emailing Roy Crowder, Connexional 
Team Area Secretary, Africa at wco.
Africa@methodistchurch.org.uk or by 
telephone 0207 467 5168.

it has a great view! Next door is the 

ambulance station – at least they 

don’t usually put the sirens on until 

they are out onto the main road! I am 

sharing at the minute with Cally, who 

is a volunteer here from the United 

Methodist Church in the States, and 

has been teaching at Wesley College 

for the past year. She returns to the 

USA in August. 

It is really hot here – which I was 

expecting, but even the locals are 

saying it is unusually hot (but they 

may just be trying to make me feel 

better!). It has started raining some 

– but mostly it is just hot and very 

humid. At least we get a bit of a 

breeze being upstairs. 

I have been thinking of you all back 

in England a lot. Please keep in touch 

and let me know how you get on. 

Maggie Patchett is a mission partner 

in Belize. Her post is a partnership 

between the Methodist Church of 

Great Britain and NCH (www.nch.org.

uk) and is supported by the Fund for 

World Mission.

Spotlight on Sudan, the emerging church

Sudan is the largest and one of the most diverse countries in Africa, home to deserts, mountain ranges, swamps and  
rain forests. It has emerged from a 21-year civil war between the mainly Muslim north and the Animist and Christian 
south which is said to have cost the lives of 1.5 million people (www.bbc.co.uk)
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Book: Journey Into Growth
Editor: Terry Tennens
Publisher: CTBI Publications, 
4 John Wesley Road, 
Werrington, Peterborough,  
PE4 6ZP,  
or order on line at  
www.ctbi.org.uk, by phone 
01733 325002, or fax 01733 
384180.
Price: £7.99 plus £3  
handling charge per order
ISBN: 978-085169-346-0

This 56 paged book 
is not a textbook, 
but a workbook for 
churches looking to 
develop their local 
mission.  ‘Mission 
accompaniment’ 
describes a 
process that is 
underpinned 
by the seven 
core values 
of a mission church 
– focussing vision, building local 
partnerships, sharing faith and values, 
nourishing daily living, developing 
shared leadership, becoming 
communities of learning, and 
contributing to and participating in 
wider networks.

This short book gives a biblical 
foundation for the process, excellent 
case studies and stimulating questions 
for group and personal reflection based 
on the seven core values.  The final 
sections remind the reader of the need 
for commitment to mission, as well as 
practical skills and methods for making 
‘mission accompaniment’ work.

Reading this book will reinforce the 
value of a mission companion in helping 
us all to look afresh at our churches  
and the part we all can play in God’s 
mission.

Michael King is the Connexional Team 
Leader, World Church Relationships.
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Mission News
The Ark – God’s  
Mission in Britain

The Ark Holiday Club
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The Ark is a thriving church on 
the Highwoods development 
on the northern edge of 

Colchester. The current staff team 
consists of two youth workers and 
two community-outreach workers. 
Together, they seek to respond 
to God’s calling by sharing his 
love and serving the Highwoods 
community in practical ways. The 
Ark supports the local community 
in whatever way is needed, 
demonstrating Christian love to 
neighbours in need. 

Highwoods is a mixed estate, 
with properties ranging from 
large “executive” homes to one-
bed starter homes. There is a 
large amount of social housing, a 
high proportion of single parent 
families and increasing numbers 
of people for whom English is a 
second language. On an estate 
with few facilities, the Ark is the 
only worshipping community with 
formal premises. The work of the 

community outreach team is varied 
and challenging.  It does a lot of 
work with parents and children. A 
highlight of 2006 was a holiday club 
which was so successful that it was 
followed by a Christmas Craft Day 
and an Easter Eggstravanganzer. 
These events, as well as the 
monthly Tots Praise service, have 
helped the Ark to be seen as a safe 
and welcoming place.

The team also works within 
the community, supporting those 
in crisis - be it bereavement, 
bankruptcy or divorce – by offering 
practical and emotional support in 
areas where statutory services are 
not able to do this in a timely way.  

“We feel very blessed to have 
our community outreach team and 
praise God that he has given us this 
opportunity to further his work in 
this way.”

The Fund for Home Mission 
supports the outreach worker’s 
position at the Ark.



For five years the Caribbean and 
Americas desk of the British 
Methodist Church has worked 

with some partner churches in the 
region in a “Round Table Process” 
that has been of mutual benefit to 
all. It has created trust, deepened 
our partnership and enabled the 
most efficient use of resources. Most 
importantly, it has enabled and helped 
churches to grow and human needs to 
be met.

Although Argentina and Chile have 
highly developed economies, the 
Methodist churches in these countries 
are small. However, this hasn’t 
stopped their ministries to some of 
the poorest and most marginalised 
people in their societies. In Bolivia, 
government and churches struggle 
to redistribute the nation’s wealth to 
the indigenous people. In Colombia, a 
small Methodist Church, fired by the 

Mission News
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A Round Mission

example of Methodists in 18th century 
England, seeks to establish a church 
without buildings, a church based on 
service and evangelism.

The mission priorities of these 
churches are complex. A strategy in 
the face of the great need is difficult 
to construct, and for church leaders to 
engage with different partner churches 
and agencies is a time consuming 
but necessary exercise. Thus, Non 
Governmental Organisations (NGOs), 
ecumenical bodies, and partner 

churches from Europe, North America 
and Canada have been meeting with 
these churches. All have heard the 
same account and all have responded, 
cooperated and struggled together 
to find solutions to very complex 
problems.

Perhaps the greatest achievement 
of the round tables has been in 
transforming the minds of those who 
give and receive resources for mission. 
Churches and development agencies 
that give money to enable mission 
to take place in developing countries 
have complex needs of their own. No 
longer is it about those with resources 
going and doing mission for those that 
do not have. Dependence on external 
resourcing of mission and development 
damages dignity and human worth. 
Honestly sharing and listening to each 
other in the round can be very hard, 
but ultimately worth it for the growth 
of the Kingdom of God.  

Revd Thomas Quenet is the 
Connexional Team Area Secretary for 
the Caribbean and Americas

Mission Matters

Round Tables define mission priorities in the crowded shanty towns of 
Latin America’s cities

7 Nationalities represented in Colombia Round Table



Events & Resources

Further Information
Please contact John Nutt, Mission Education Co-ordinator, 
Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR
Tel: 020 7467 5116  Fax: 020 7467 3763 
E-mail: missioneducation@methodistchurch.org.uk 
 Website: www.methodist.org.uk

This newsletter is free. Further copies are available at £2.25 per 10 copies as a contribution towards the distribution cost  
from mph (see address below)
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JMA News

The Methodist  
Church in Colombia

 
A new free DVD detailing the 
birth of The Methodist Church in 
Colombia is out now. Order your 
copy from Mission Education. Also 
available, Shared Lives, the free DVD 
highlighting the work of the Fund for 
World Mission in action is available 
from www.mph.org.uk (product code 
PA408). Both DVDs are available to 
watch and download on the World 
Church and Mission Education pages 
of www.methodist.org.uk

New Changes to 
the World Church 
Relationships Team
 
We bid a fond farewell to Gabrielle 
Grace, Overseas Service Secretary, 
a post she held for 10 years. Gaby 
will be sorely missed by mission 
partners and Experience Exchange 
volunteers. Her post will be taken 
over by Jane Cullen, formerly 

News
Annual reports
 
The God’s Mission in Britain (GMIB) 
and Methodist Missionary Society 
(MMS) annual reports are out now. 
Order your free copy from Methodist 
Publishing House (www.mph.org.
uk) citing product codes HA704 and 
GA797 respectively. Alternatively, 
you can download your copies on the 
World Church and Mission Education 
pages of www.methodist.org.uk

We are pleased to report that the 2007 
Methodist Conference in Blackpool 
applauded ’the achievements of JMA’. 
It also formally received 
a ‘Peace Box’ 
from the General 
Assembly of the 
United Reformed 
Church (URC), 
JMA’s partners in 
the production 
of the latest 
MethodistChildren/JMA 
project, Peacebuilders.

The Peace Box is one of the 
community ideas of the project which 
focuses on individual and world peace. 

Peacebuilders is the result of a fruitful 
co-operation with the Church of North 
India and the Henry Martyn Institute 

in Hyderabad.
Peacebuilders 
has been sent 
to all ministers. 
Further copies 
of the booklet, 
stickers, badges, 
etc. are available 

free from mph, 
more details and a 

PowerPoint presentation is available at 
www.peacebuilders.info

A pack of Peacebuilders worship 
material will be produced in January.

Jane Cullen

Liz Lau

Scholarship and 
Leadership Training 
(SALT) Coordinator. In 
addition, Jane’s post 
will be taken over 
by Liz Lau, formerly 
Assistant to Chris 
Elliot, Area Secretary, 
Asia-Pacific.

We wish Gaby 
well and welcome 
in Jane and Liz  
to their new 
positions.

Creation Challenge
 
This new DVD provides a brief background to climate change, setting the topic 
in the context of Christian life and witness. It is designed for use throughout 
the Church and is offered to local churches, synods and other decision-making 
bodies. A downloadable CD ROM version of this DVD is available from www.
creationchallenge.org.uk 
God’s Creation, Our Challenge is jointly produced by The Methodist 
Church and United Reformed Church ©Operation Noah
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