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... to the first newsletter for members of The Well. We 
hope that this is something to interest and inspire you!
 
This year has been a busy one for the Children and 
Youth Team. We have been working on our strategy 
entitled ‘Connect’  which is an initial 5 year programme 
of work to help children and young people to connect 
with God, the world and each other so that they can 
think as disciples, talk as disciples and be disciples.
 
We firmly believe that discipling children and young 
people is a whole church responsibility.  Children and 
young people are equal partners with adults in the life 
of the church.
Children and young people are spiritual, learning be-
ings, called and valued by God and it is important to 
invest in their faith development and to enable their 
involvement in the church community at every oppor-
tunity.
 
You will be able to read more about the Connect strat-
egy on the website. An important focus of our strategy 
is supporting those who work with children and young 
people. The establishment of the Well is a way to do 
this. We are at the beginning of the process of pro-
viding communication, training and retreats, but we 
hope this will become a valuable resource to you. As 
always we welcome your comments and feedback. 
childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk
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To access this information please email admin@amaze.org.uk requesting a username and password. Please include your 
church and Circuit name in the email address.
Amaze will reply to each request with a username and password and details of how to access the resources. These 
resources will provide invaluable help and advice to support you in your work so do make the most of this opportunity.

First aid
Working with volunteers
Finance
Health and safety

Copyright
Data Protection
Pastoral Care
Special needs and health issues
Planning and preparation

Transport
Special adventure activities
Trips overseas
Food preparation and handling
Communication technology

2011 is the year of the Bible. This 
year marks 400 years since the 
publication of the King James Bible. 
This was a huge step forward at 
the time, allowing people to have 
access to the Bible in the language 
in which they spoke. Today, the 
challenge still exists to make the 
Bible culturally relevant to our 
society. Biblefresh is a movement 
to encourage people to engage 
with the Bible and to be enthusiastic 
and passionate about what they 
are reading. Many churches have 
signed up to Biblefresh including 
the Methodist Church. This year is a 
great opportunity to think about how 
you will help the children and young 
people that you work with to read 
and get excited about the Bible. The 
Biblefresh website contains ideas 
and a list of resources for children 
and young people which you may 
find useful. www.biblefresh.com
We would love to hear what you 
have already got planned and share 
your ideas with others, so please do 
contact us.

The national website 
contains many more 
ideas and guidance. 
www.celebratingre.org

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A month of Celebrating RE
March 2011 sees a month where schools will be celebrating Religious Education. 
This is an ideal opportunity not only for churches to get more involved in their 
local schools, but for churches to find out more about what their children and 
young people are talking about in their RE lessons. Here are a few suggestions 
of what you could do to get involved in celebrating RE in the month of March.

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

An ‘Amazing’ offer!
Amaze is the Association of Christian Youth and Children’s Workers. 
Methodist Children and Youth now have a partnership with ‘Amaze’ 
where all members of The Well have free access to best practice 
advice and information produced by Amaze on the following topics:

It could change your world
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Youth Assembly!

As Youth President for the Methodist Church, my role is to be a voice for young 
people and a point of connection between them and the rest of the church.  Part 
of this involves sitting on bodies such as the Methodist Conference and Council 
and the Connnexional Leader’s Forum. I communicate with young people in 
many ways which include visiting youth groups or youth events, social network-
ing on sites such as facebook, through my blog (methodistyouthpres.blogspot.
com) and the Generous website (methodist.generous.org.uk). I also chaired 
the 2010 Methodist Youth Assembly where young people had a chance to dis-
cuss and vote on issues that matter to them. If you would like to contact me to 
arrange a visit to your group or to find out more about what I do check out my 
blog or email me at youthpresident@methodistchurch.org.uk

Some of the actions will be taken forward for discussion 
at the annual Methodist Conference and some went 
straight onto the ‘Methodist Generous’ website as a 
challenge to young people in their local setting. It was 
an exciting and inspirational event and it was great to 
see so many young people engaging with the issues. 

A message from the Methodist Youth President...

Youth Assembly is a Methodist youth event open to all young people aged 11-23. It is an opportunity for young people to 
come together to discuss issues that are important to them. Young people come to the Assembly without their leaders from 
all over the country to stay together for the weekend. It is a chance to make new friends, share ideas and grow in faith.

This year’s Youth Assembly was held on 19th to 21st 
November 2010 at the PGL Centre in Liddington near 
Swindon. The event was attended by 159 delegates 
and facilitated by 67 volunteers as well as Connex-
ional Staff.  The workshops, called ‘Login sessions’, 
were held at various points over the weekend to enable 
and facilitate discussion between the young delegates. 
Topics included The Future, Sex and Relationships and 
‘What is Methodism?’ The discussions at these Logins 
were then developed into actions which were later voted 
on by the whole assembly.

It is! The next Youth Assembly is 4th -6th November 
2011. If you have young people in your groups who may 
wish to attend then keep your eye on the website for 
more details: http://methodist.generous.org.uk

Christy-Anna Errington
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Bob-Connect with God
This short animated resource was created by the Methodist Children and Youth Team and 
Taylormation for use at the Breakout event in the summer of 2010. Its simplistic message 
about God wanting to connect with us, and its humourous animation, resonates with children 
and young people of all ages. It is available to download for free on the vimeo site. Follow this 
link http://www.vimeo.com/14270590

resources...

www.realeasteregg.co.uk  
This company is producing fair-trade Easter 
eggs with the real meaning of Easter printed 
on them. See how you could get involved and 
support this initiative.

Real 
Easter 
Eggs!

Schoolswork Playing Cards
These specially made playing cards are not your usual type. Each 
card has a question on it designed to get young people thinking 
and sharing. Questions such as: ‘If you were in charge of the world, 
what would be the first rule that you made?’ ‘ If you could blink and 
be anywhere in the world where would you be?’. The 52 cards have 
questions in 4 categories:  you, others, the world and beliefs. These 
are an excellent resource that could easily be used in a variety of 
settings. There are now two versions available, one aimed at 7-13 
year olds and one aimed at 13+ age bracket. They are available to 
buy on the schoolswork website: www.schoolswork.co.uk

The original Core Skills for Children’s Work has been in print since 2006.   It is the ecumenical 
training programme used by churches to develop the skills of those in their churches who work 
with children. Recently published More Core Skills for Children’s Work has 6 chapters entitled: 
Transitions, Special Needs, Challenging Behaviour, The Global Dimension, Children’s 
Advocacy, Young Leaders. More Core Skills will help those working with children in churches 
to develop skills in specific areas and builds on the more general skills offered in the first 
book. For more information about the resource and details of Core Skills training events see 
the website: www.coreskillsforchurches.com

More Core Skills for Children’s Work

Methodist Relief and Devel-
opment Fund (MRDF) resource 
‘Fair Feast’ gives young people 
the opportunity to help eradicate 
hunger and make the world a 
fairer place. It’s a great way to 
celebrate Pancake Day (8 March) 
and Fairtrade Fortnight (28 
February – 13 March). There are 
a number of ways to get involved 
–  plan a pancake party or host 
a mini-feast – add pancakes or 
Fairtrade treats – during or after 

a youth club meeting. You might 
want to ‘feast in worship’ by using 
our specially-prepared resources 
during a service or event. 
MRDF’s range of free, easy-to-
use resources - which include a 
PowerPoint for reflection, Funny 
Feasts quiz and recipe ideas – 
will help you to make your event 
fun and meaningful. Download 
event guidelines and free, inter-
active resources from the website 
www.mrdf.org.uk/fairfeast

Change the world...
...with a Fair Feast!
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reviews...

When does a boy become a man?  This is the question posed at the beginning of 
‘Man made’ a new resource produced by Share Jesus International.

How young people today engage with the Christian faith 
is an obviously important question to ask and one which 
The Faith of Generation Y begins to tackle.

Book title:

Author:
Manmade – A rites of passage course for teenage guys

Darren Quinnell
In many cultures and traditions the 
transition from boyhood to manhood carries 
great significance.  It is a rite of passage 
indicating a young person’s progress from 
one status to another and is accentuated 
through ceremonies and rituals.
The age at which a boy progresses to 
manhood varies in society, as does the 
nature of the transition.  Frequently it is 
associated with the age of sexual maturity, 
or with legal conventions when young 
people are no longer considered minors, or 
with an age of religious responsibility.
The marking of these rites of passage 
reveals a lot about the values and beliefs 
that are important to specific cultures.  Little 
emphasis is placed on the rite of passage 
from boyhood to manhood within Western 
society. 
In ‘Manmade’ Quinnell and Frost rightly 
argue that Churches have a responsibility 
to help teenage boys understand and 
manage this transition.  Starting from the 
premise that Jesus Christ is the ultimate 
male role model, they use six values - 

Passion, Humility, Courage, Respect, 
Control and Responsibility as a framework 
to help young men explore what being a 
man with characteristics centred on Jesus 
could be like.
The course is intended for church and 
unchurched groups of between 6 and 12, 
younger teenage males.  There are six 
sessions, each linked to one of the values 
and lasting a minimum of one hour.  There 
is also a group residential and churches 
are encouraged to mark each young 
person’s conclusion of the course with a 
presentation. 
Recognising that people learn differently; 
by listening, talking, watching and doing, 
the course seeks to provide a number of 
options from practical activities, vox pops, 
and worksheets in order to allow youth 
workers to shape the course according to 
the needs and abilities of their group.
The course has much to offer tackling an 
important stage of a young person’s devel-
opment from a fresh perspective.  There is 
a danger however that it could be deemed 

as prescriptive, and as failing to recognise 
the role that media and culture play in 
shaping perceptions.  It also seems to fall 
short in exploring the biblical basis and 
context of the passages cited.
It is important therefore that workers spend 
time familiarising themselves with the 
material, exploring passages, and plan the 
sessions with care and detail, it may be 
that some of the activities will need to be 
supplemented with alternatives. 
It is also important that young people are 
able to share in the planning and delivery 
of the course, (something which is not 
apparent in the preparation of the course) 
emphasising the fact that youth work is 
done with young people and not to them.
Inevitably a resource of this kind prompts 
questions about the benefit of single 
gender work.  The authors explain that a 
similar resource will be produced for work 
with young women. Maybe it is at this point 
that churches should look at ways to share 
the views and responses between the 
different genders.

Book title:

Authors:
The Faith of Generation Y

Sylvia Collins-Mayo, Bob Mayo, Sally Nash with Christopher Cocksworth
The book begins with a very honest, if 
somewhat depressing, analysis of the 
current trends of young people’s connection 
to and involvement with the life of the 
church. The book largely focuses on how 
young people engage with spirituality and 
faith from a sociological perspective; there 
is an interesting analysis of the impact of the 
nature of families, heritage, and the reliance 
on self. A reassuring theme throughout the 
book is that there is an interest in spirituality 
from young people, chapter 3 suggests this 
may happen privately in what is referred 
to as ‘Bedroom Spirituality’  or may centre 
around the life changing experiences such 

as bereavement. Although the church may 
not mean much to young people on a daily 
basis, they will turn to it in times of need 
and value its traditions. Young people want 
to belong and their connection to places 
is important, and this is an area for the 
church to flourish. For many young people, 
knowledge of religion and ethics comes 
from RE lessons at school. Young people 
are used to discussing and reflecting upon 
a range of beliefs. There is a willingness to 
think, discuss and engage. The challenge 
for the church is to make the transition from 
an academic discussion to an encounter 
with a real, lived out faith. One of the most 

challenging sections of the book was a 
discussion around the need for the church 
to be authentic; for it not to try so hard to 
identify with the surrounding culture that it 
fails to be what it actually is!
Although for those who work extensively 
with young people within and outside a 
church context, this book will contain few 
surprises, for many it will be a reminder 
of issues that the church is constantly 
grappling with. The important question 
that this book hopefully raises in the mind 
of the reader is that, in the light of all this 
research, what does the church do next?
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training...

‘Adventure’ was a 1 day training event for Methodist children’s and youth workers in the North West. It was held in October 
2010 and attended by approximately 200 people. There was a variety of training on offer from Messy Church and Godly 
Play to praying with young people and youth participation. The day has had excellent feedback and was helpful to many.

Previous Training: What an adventure!
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14-17 Feb 2011

Connecting Disciples is the Methodist Lay Employees and Children’s and Youth 
Worker Conference. This year there will be a dedicated ‘Well’ stream of workshops for 
Children’s and Youth Workers, including:

For more information or to book your place visit 
www.methodist.org.uk/connectingdisciples

•  Facing the Facebook Generation: 
looking at the issues and impact 
that social networking can have on 
our children’s and youth work.

•  Exploring vocation with 9-14’s
• Children’s participation

• Staying safe online
• Sport’s ministry
•  Introduction to the Methodist One Programme
• Managing transition phases

Swap Shop
The Methodist Church in Britain works closely with Methodist Churches in Europe. 
The Children and Youth team are members of the European Methodist Youth and 
Children Council (EMYC). EMYC provides opportunities for both young people and 
workers. There will be a Swap shop taking place in Gothenburg, Sweden from 21st 
– 25th April 2011. This is an opportunity for Children’s workers from across Europe 
to meet together and share ideas and resources. The cost is 150 Euros. For more 
details see the EMYC website http://methodistyouth.eu/

February: North West
‘Totally Wired’ a training evening aimed at youth & children’s workers to use 
the Internet and technology well. This session has been praised by novices 
and experienced techies - so that can only be impressive. 
£5 including a pudding. 7:30-9:30pm Thursday 17th February at Lymm Baptist 
Church, Higher Lane, Lymm, Warrington. WA13 0AZ. Tel: 01925 752805 

February: South East
The annual Children’s Ministry Conference: 4 -6 February 2011 Eastbourne
A weekend of seminars, workshops, resources and teaching to encourage and 
support all those involved in this area of ministry. The programme starts on 
Friday evening when a main session with worship led by Geraldine Latty and 
where Krish Kandiah will be exploring the theme of The Bible in contem-
porary culture and the conference continues through to Sunday afternoon. 
Speakers already confirmed include: Bob Hartman, Doug Horley, Ishmael, 
Krish Kandiah, Mark & Lindsay Melluish, Kay & Steve Morgan-Gurr, Matt 
Summerfield, Ian White and many more. To find out more or book please 
visit: www.familyministry.co.uk

Training Dates
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More training dates across the regions will be available on the website-
Keep looking and see what’s coming up!

April: Midlands
Young People’s well-being. 

Drugs and Alcohol (part of the 
Enliven Ecumenical training  

programme in Notts and Derby). 
Wednesday 6th April 7.30pm – 

9.30pm at Holy Trinity Church, 
Church Hill, Kimberley, Nottingham 

NG16 2HX. Free event. Tel: 01332 
388660 to register.

 

March: North WestMarch: Midlands

March: South West

MOSAIC - Ecumenical Youth & Children’s 
workers training day. A top quality day with a 
variety of workshops. Perfect for those who 
enjoyed Adventure at Culchech in October 
and for those who missed Adventure! 
Saturday 5th March at College of the 
Nazarene, Dene Road, Didsbury M20 2GU. 
9:30-4pm. Approx £10.00 

Mentoring Young People and Youth Leaders (part 
of the Enliven Ecumenical training  programme in 
Notts and Derby). Thursday 3rd March 7.30pm- 
9.30pm at St Michael’s Church Hall, Church 
Street, South Normanton, DE55 2BT. Free 
event. Tel: 01332 388660 to register. 
CPAS are running an intro day 
for the ‘Growing Leaders’ youth 
edition material on 19th March at 
Skellingthorpe, just off the A46 
Lincoln ring road.
Open to anyone - Heavily 
subsidised! For details 
contact Dave Rose: dave.
rose@lincoln.anglican.org

Youthwork South West Conference 
2011. A one day conference with Mike 
Pilavachi as the main speaker, with a variety 
of workshops. 5th March 10am- 7.30pm 
in Exeter. Cost £15. See http://ywsw.
wordpress.com  for more details.

and more training dates......

Contact Us
Our new website will be live from the beginning of March: 

www.childrenandyouth.org.uk • childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk


