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the well
The NeTwork for MeThodisT ChildreN & YouTh workers summer 2011

Welcome
Welcome to the summer edition of the 
Well newsletter! We are pleased to have 
launched our new website recently. If 
you haven’t had time to have a look at 
it yet please do so as it is full of articles, 
reviews, information and resources. Find 
us at www.childrenandyouth.org.uk The 
Well is steadily growing in numbers and 
you can read more about our first retreat 
in the newsletter. If you know someone 
who works with children and/or young 
people, either paid or voluntary, who isn’t 
yet a member of the Well, please don’t 
forget to tell them about it!

Inside

Exciting New Changes to 
Youth Assembly
We are delighted to announce that this year in response to feedback from 
young people we will be expanding youth assembly.

The plan is to run three events for three distinct age bands, this year at the 
same venue and the same time (but in the future who knows!). 

The three events will be:
1) A 9-13s assembly (school years 5-9)
2) A youth assembly (school years 10-13) 
3) An over-18s event (for those 18-23)

Each of these events will be happening at the Pioneer Centre in Cleobury 
Mortimer in the Wolverhampton & Shrewsbury district, over the first 
weekend of November. 

The children’s event will bring a “testimony” to the Conference (which 
might be a film, or an art display, or a drama or something else). We are 
doing this in collaboration with Action for Children.

The youth assembly will operate similarly to the past, bringing a report to 
the Conference, and electing representatives to represent young people at 
the Conference. 

The over-18s event will become a place for adults who are under 23 to think 
about issues and explore options for lobbying/activism/engagement in 
an adult forum. We are excited at the idea that this event will help to re 
invigorate the existing structures. We are doing this in collaboration with 
Venture FX.

Officially, this is all still in proposal as changes to Standing Order 250 will 
be brought to Methodist Conference this year. But nevertheless, any young 
person associated with the Methodist Church aged from 9 – 23 will be able 
to apply to come to the event in the usual way through an on-line booking 
system which will open soon. We will keep you posted via the website. 
www.methodistyouthassembly.org.uk or www.childrenandyouth.org.uk 
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news…

Youth Assembly Volunteering
Would you like the chance to learn new skills, develop your understanding 
of working with children and young people, and be part of delivering an 
event alongside experienced workers?  

Do you work with young people who are looking for a service opportunity, 
perhaps as part of a youth accreditation?  

We are looking for volunteers to help out with the planning and delivery 
of Youth Assembly 2011.  There will be opportunities to help out with the 
practicalities of organising and running the event, be part of the tech 
team, help out with stewarding, be part of the worship or fun teams, or help 
with facilitating activities and discussions with the different age groups.  
If you would like more information about any of these roles, or would 
be interested in applying, please contact Rachel Quinlan at quinlanr@
methodistchurch.org.uk or John Boyd at boydj@methodistchurch.org.uk

We have all heard a great deal about 
the Big Society. It is the government’s 
ambition to “put more power and 
opportunity into people’s hands,” 
believing that by doing this people 
and communities will take more 
responsibility.
 
The vision of the Big Society intends to 
give communities the right to bid to take 
over state-run services. Volunteering 
and social action are a key emphasis. 
There is also a Big Society Bank to 
provide finance to voluntary and 
community groups. It also introduces 
a National Citizen Service scheme 
which offers 16-year-olds summertime 
residential and home-based activities 
such as outdoor challenges and local 
community projects.

The Big Society has the potential to 
offer a genuine opportunity for the 

church, but it comes against a backdrop 
of vast cuts. Many of these cuts directly 
impact the lives of children and young 
people, some of the most vulnerable, and 
threaten what the church is able to do. 

The President of the Conference, the 
Revd Alison Tomlin, warned in an 
interview for the Methodist Recorder 
that although churches and faith 
communities had being “doing” the 
Big Society for a long time, “We are 
not prepared to appear to be willing to 
fill a hole that may emerge because of 
the withdrawal of funds.” She warned 
of a lack of capacity in churches for 
additional demands, and said that the 
“invitation” of the Big Society appeared 
to be accompanied by a requirement to 
provide additional resources.

Many churches will carry on serving 
the needs of children and young people 

as before, but new needs might emerge 
due to spending cuts. This throws out 
a challenge and an opportunity to 
churches as to how they can and will 
respond. Churches need to maintain a 
voice to speak out about these issues but 
also to respond creatively to the needs of 
children and young people in their local 
community.

Have you been affected by the spending 
cuts? How are you responding to the 
Big Society? We would love to hear 
your views and stories. Please email us 
at childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.
org.uk 
Methodist Council Discusses Big Society: 
www.methodist.org.uk/index.
cfm?fuseaction=opentogod.
newsDetail&newsid=499

Big Society: Big Opportunity?
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Job Opportunities for Young People
During May and June 2011, we will be posting details of the One Programme posts for 2011-
2012, and the full-time Youth President Post for 2012-2013, on the Children & Youth website. 
Please keep an eye on the 11-18 section, 18-23 Get Involved pages, and the Worker Regional 
pages at www.childrenandyouth.org.uk for more information.  

Interested in Sports Ministry?
The University of Gloucestershire offers a postgraduate Sport and Christian Outreach (Sports Ministry) course. This course is designed for those with a particular interest in the relationship between sport, physical activity and faith, and whose occupational aspirations lie in sports mission, ministry or outreach. www.glos.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/scm/Pages/default.aspx

Children in Neglect Appeal
Action for Children is partnering with the children’s character the Very Hungry Caterpillar to 
raise awareness and funds for the ‘Take your action for children’ neglect appeal. Very Hungry 
Caterpillar pin badges are now on sale in branches of Barclays Bank. Visit the Action for 
Children website for more information about this campaign and details of how to sign the 
petition to get the UK government to take child neglect seriously.
www.actionforchildren.org.uk/content/780/Hunger-and-neglect

New Workers Induction Day

If you have recently started paid employment for the Methodist Church in a role connected 

with children and young people you may be interested to attend our annual Induction Day. The 

induction day is held at Methodist Church House in the centre of London. It is an opportunity 

to meet the connexional Children and Youth Team and to find out a little more about what we 

do and how we can help and support you, as well as key events and resources. We also aim 

to give you a brief introduction to the Methodist Church. One of the key aspects of the day is 

to meet other workers who are in a similar position to you to be able to network and create a 

supportive group. The date for this year’s induction day is 12 October. For more information or 

to register an interest please email Meg at prowtingm@methodistchurch.org.uk 

Time and Space
Would you like the time to invest in your relationship with God?

Would you like the space to rest from your work?

The Well ‘Time and space’ retreats are an opportunity for those working with children and 
young people to come together to have a time of reflection, inspiration, worship and prayer. 
A space, away from the everyday, to think, to talk, and to be with God. Our very first Time and 
Space retreat will be held on 25 June in Durham, open to all those who work with children 
and young people in a paid or voluntary capacity. For more details and booking form visit our 
website www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/events-workers/retreats/first-retreat-planned/
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resources…

Spirited Arts is a powerful exhibition of 16 works of art by young 
people aged 14-18. The artwork comes with an explanation alongside 
and explores the question of ‘Where is God?’ The thought-provoking 
artwork can be used as a stand-alone exhibition or in a variety of 
interactive ways. This excellent resource can be used with young 
people as well as adults, to challenge, provoke and begin discussion.

The exhibition has been produced by dare2engage, working with 
the National Association of Teachers of RE. The Methodist Children 
and Youth Team have purchased a copy of this exhibition and it is 
available to loan. Hire of the exhibition is free, but those borrowing 
will need to pay for the cost of transporting the exhibition. For further 
details see our website www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker and 
look under the resources section.

Spirited Arts Exhibition
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Methodist Relief and Development Fund’s (MRDF) new Fruitful 
Harvest pack includes all an-age talk, children’s and youth group 
plans, quizzes, recipes and games. The pack focuses on Uganda, 
where farmers are working together to celebrate increasingly 
bountiful harvests. The resources allow children and young people 
to consider God’s blessing in their own lives and to respond in ways 
that will touch the lives of others. 

All of these resources are completely free and will be available 
to download from www.mrdf.org.uk/harvest from June 2011. 
Alternatively, you can call 020 7467 5132 to order a Fruitful Harvest 
CD-ROM (priced £5.) 

celebrate a fruitful harvest with MRDF



6

Oh Boy!
If you struggle in your work with boys in particular, there are a 
number of resources that you may choose to look at. Scripture 
Union has conducted a survey about churches’ ministry with 
boys, the findings can be seen here: 
www.scriptureunion.org.uk/YourChurch/
ChildrenandYoungPeople/BoysMinistry/96049.id

Although this has been around for a couple of years, Nick 
Harding’s book entitled Boys, God and the Church (published 
by Grove Books) is well worth a look, containing numerous 
ideas and suggestions. Finally, just published last month by 
IVP is Carolyn Edwards’ Slugs and Snails and Puppy Dogs’ 
Tails: Helping Boys Connect with God. This book is based 
on research and experience and contains many thought-
provoking ideas for engaging boys spiritually. 

Back to School with God
The month of May saw a fortnight of praying for schools. 
The Pray for Schools organisation is also promoting ‘Back 
to School with God’. On the Sunday before the young people 
go back to school in August/September use the opportunity 
to invite the church to pray for the young people and any 
school staff to encourage them in that setting. See the website  
www.prayforschools.org for more details and resources.

Love Divine: The Songs of Charles 
Wesley for Today’s Generation
This recently produced CD from Kingsway contains 13 
classic hymns of Wesley updated into a modern, fresh 
style. Various artists contribute to the CD including Tim 
Hughes and Brenton Brown. This is an interesting resource 
that could be used not only in worship, but in a variety of 
other ways, such as to generate discussion about the beliefs 
behind the lyrics, or to inspire your youth group to update 
other older hymns.

2 Fish  
5 Bread
This is a DVD-ROM containing short animations and films 
as well as documents. It is designed to equip and encourage 
children’s ministry and there are many quality resources on 
the disc. It is available from the Children Matter! website 
and costs £2.00; well worth it! childrenmatter.ning.com
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reviews…

Jackie Davies, a children’s and families worker from the Altrincham 
Circuit, attended two conferences recently. Below are her thoughts...

In February I was lucky enough to attend two conferences: the Hand in Hand children’s and family 
ministry conference, and Connecting Disciples, the Methodist lay employees and Children & Youth 
workers’ conference in Hoddesdon. 

It was my first time at the children’s and family ministry conference. 
For me the highlights of the weekend included; 

 the worship, led by Geraldine Latty. I learnt some beautiful 
new songs and singing them with a thousand people was an 
amazing experience

 the marketplace and bookshop. I made some really good 
contacts and found some excellent resources

 Bob Hartman telling stories. The man is my hero!
 A great seminar by Carolyn Edwards on helping boys connect 

with God. 

While I enjoyed the weekend and found some parts really useful there were some things that I might 
have changed. I attended the conference with a friend, if I’d gone on my own I would have felt quite 
alone as the size of the conference and the fact that delegates arrange their own accommodation meant 
I didn’t really talk to anyone I didn’t already know. 

This was my third year at the lay employees conference. Highlights this year were:
 Bible studies with Eunice Attwood the Vice President of 

Conference – I could have listened to her for hours!
 Excellent workshops from the Children and Youth Team 

– plus the chance to meet up with our Connexional Team 
and therefore know who to contact for support 

 The chance to meet up with people year after year, 
learning from other people doing the same job as me 
and to find out what other exciting things people are 
doing across the Methodist Church. 

In my opinion the children and family ministry conference would be ideal to take your team of volunteers 
to. There were talks suitable for people with all levels of experience and an amazing bank of resources to 
use in all sorts of work with children and young people. 

As a full time children and families worker, I find the lay employees’ conference is more about supporting 
me in my work; helping me to grow spiritually and networking with other people within the Connexion. 

A Tale of two Conferences
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book review
The Church of Facebook by Jesse Rice
In his book the Church of Facebook, Jesse Rice explains that a revolution is 
underway. A worldwide movement that is transforming our understanding of 
one another and of community. Rice starts from an unexpected place explaining 
the revolutionary impact that air conditioning has had on how we live our lives! 
It has influenced the houses we live in, the places we work, the food we eat, and 
has created a global market. Through his book Rice draws similarities with the 
developing social networking sites, particularly Facebook, but suggests the impact 
will be more dramatic. It is redefining how we connect. It allows us to follow our 
friends, to manage the way we are viewed, to experiment with ideas and beliefs, to 
link with people around the world, to influence markets and products.

This is not just a book detailing the developments 
and potential risks of social networking sites. It is a 
book that illustrates the deepest needs that underpin 
this revolution, and demonstrates the challenges and 
opportunities it presents for the church. People crave 
authentic relationship and community. In the book Rice 
urges the church to respond, to becoming authentic 
communities in themselves and also to embrace the 
opportunities offered through these developments.

“At the root of human existence is our great need for 
connection: connection with one another, with our own 
hearts and minds, and with a loving God who intended 
intimate connection with us from the beginning. 
Connection is the very core of what makes us human 
and the very means by which we express it.”
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dates for your diary…

National Family Week is the largest annual 
celebration of families and family life in 
the UK and this year is taking place from 
30 May to 5 June. The aim of the week is 
to encourage families to spend more time 
together. Headline events are taking place 
in Liverpool and London with other major 
events across the country, plus a whole host 
of local events. Getting involved in National 
Family week could be a real opportunity 
for your local church. Visit their website:  
www.nationalfamilyweek.co.uk

Enliven is an ecumenical training programme, organised jointly by the youth and 
training officers of the local Methodist, URC and Anglican churches, for youth leaders 
in Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire and Derbyshire. They hold regular events throughout 
the year and in the coming months will be offering the following training:

Working with unchurched young people 
Thursday 23 June
St. Michael & All Angels
Church St
Bramcote
Nottingham
NG9 3HD

Young people’s well-being: mental health. 
Wednesday 29 June 
St. Saviour’s Church Hall
Welham Road
Retford
DN22 6QW

All sessions run from 7.30pm to 9.30pm and are free of charge. For more information 
about Enliven, contact Jane Bingham, the training officer for the Lincoln & Grimsby/
Nottingham & Derby Districts: methto@measures0811.fsnet.co.uk.

Schools and the Spiritual. This is a one day conference exploring spiritual and moral 
development in secondary schools. It may be of interest to you if you are involved 
in schools work/chaplaincy. The keynote address is being given by the excellent Lat 
Blaylock exploring why spiritual development matters in schools today. The conference 
is on 28th June and more details can be found at the following website www.lcet.org

JUNE
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AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

If you would like to contact us with your views, news  
and stories, please email us at  
childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk 

If this email has been forwarded to you and you are  
not yet a member of the Well, please register at  
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker

Contact Us

The Methodist Church is a partner with the Greenbelt Festival (26 – 29 
August). This year’s festival features a whole new offering for children featuring 
a dedicated children’s theatre and film venue, alongside the ever popular Messy 
Space. 

There is also a wide range of programming that will interest young people too, 
including Rob Bell, Duke Special, Dweeb, LZ7, a skatepark and plenty more.

We will also be hosting a Well networking event; a chance to get together with 
other Methodist workers for a chat and maybe even some cake!

For more information visit greenbelt.org.uk

Playtime National Conference 2011 entitled ‘Truly Inspirational’ on Saturday 
24 September in Reading. This is a one-day event for toddler group leaders who 
want to be inspired so they can go on inspiring others! For more details about 
the conference and other useful resources for church toddler groups visit the 
website www.engagetoday.org.uk (a Care for the Family initiative).

Want some more? For details of more events and training, please see the 
regional section of the Well on our website www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/
worker 


