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the well
The NeTwork for MeThodisT ChildreN & YouTh workers Autumn 2011

3Generate, the Methodist Children & Youth Assembly, is a unique opportunity for 
children and young people aged 9-23 to get together from across the country to discuss 

issues that matter to them and for the Church to hear their voice. The three age-appropriate 
streams will be dynamic, interactive and fun. 
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Children’s and Youth Assembly 2011

Bookings are open for this year’s 
Assembly, which will take place from 
4-6 November and will be held at the 
Pioneer Centre in Cleobury Mortimer 
(near Kidderminster). Tickets are £70. 
Open to all young people. Please go to  
www.methodistyouthassembly.org.uk
to book your ticket! (day tickets are 
available for the 9-13 age stream for 
Saturday only). Contact your District 
for advice on funding places for your 
young people.

9–13s
GENERATEGENERATE

9–13sAges 9-13 – their friends, their family, their school, their 
community and maybe even their church… they’re all things 

that are part of their world. At 3GeNerATe we want to help them 
tell people what that’s like. They will be doing this in lots of fun ways, from 
sports to something for the artistic – and lots of things in-between. 

Ages 14-17 – 3GeNerATe is their space to meet with other 
young people involved in some way with the Methodist Church 

– to worship together, have fun and participate in meaningful 
discussions about church, faith and the world. It is also their chance to 
contribute to workshops that can influence important future decisions of 
the Church, and cast their vote in the elections to choose those who will 
represent young people across Methodism – including the Youth President.

GENERATEGENERATE
14–17s14–17s

Workers/leaders – Running alongside the event will be Generate+ which 
is an event for the workers/leaders of the 9-13 delegates. This will involve 
practical sessions and theory on facilitated participation techniques. 
Workers will get the chance to put their skills into action by facilitating 
one of the 9-13s final sessions on the Sunday morning at the event. (day 
bookings are available)

Ages 18-23 – 3GeNerATe 18+ will meet to work together on 
ways these adults wish to change and challenge the church 

and the world around them. It’s also a time to make new friends, 
have fun, find support, explore what it means to worship together, develop 
leadership skills, learn more about themselves, others and the world.

18+
GENERATEGENERATE

18+18+
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news…

Applications are now open for next year’s youth president. This involves 
being the spokesperson for all the children and young people of the Methodist 
Church, serving on the key decision-making bodies, chairing meetings of 
the Youth Participation Strategy reference group and travelling around 
the country encouraging and enabling young people. If you know someone 
aged 18-23 who might suit this role please direct them to www.methodist.
org.uk/downloads/devper_Youth%20President%20A6%202011%20v3.pdf 
The closing date for applications is 22 September.

Hi! I’m Sam Taylor, and I’m your 
youth president for this coming 
year.

This past year I’ve been working 
as an oPP in Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire. I’ve set up 
a faith discussion group, which 
meets on a Wednesday afternoon. 
It started out with four people from 
a range of different experiences of 
church and christianity. The group 
has grown by a member, and all five 
of them have made the decision to 
commit their lives to christ, and 
have all started coming to church!

one of the other projects that I’ve 
been working on is called Relate. 
This is a ministry in my local town 
which is trying to build on the 
idea of church outlined in Acts 2; 
trying to bring young people from 
churches across the town together 
in fellowship and worship. This has 
been really successful so far, and 
is something that we believe will 
continue long into the future.

The reason I applied for the post 
was because I wanted to enable 
young people all across the country 
to encounter God and to help others 
encounter God, and this is what 
I’m most looking forward to about 
the next year. I’m really excited 
about seeing projects around the 
country and how they are helping 
the young people in their areas to 
encounter God.

I hope that in some way I can use 
my experience as an oPP to help 
others in their work with young 
people. If there is one thing that 
I could take from next year, it 
would be just to help one person 
to encounter God in some new and 
surprising way.

our God is a God of surprises and 
mystery, and I’m really excited 
about the surprises that God has 
in store for me and the church as a 
whole over the next year.

our New Youth President!
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news…

What an OPP-ortunity!

This year, 15 young people aged 
16-23 will be working across 
the Methodist Connexion 

as part of the One Programme, and 
taking on the opportunity to make 
a difference in local projects and 
churches. Here is a brief summary 
of what each OPP (One Programme 
Participant) will be doing. 

In the Midlands, Cyncoed Methodist 
Church is hoping to build bridges 
between the congregation and 
the many community groups who 
use this building through Megan. 
Quinton Methodist Church has 
been asked by a local junior school 
to provide a ‘Bible Club’. Adam will 
deliver this and support existing 
youth work. Kidderminster 
Methodist Circuit is looking to 
expand its schools work in the 

area. Pryce will help deliver ‘messy 
church’ style school clubs. 

In the South West, The Unit, in 
Launceston, aims to offer a warm 
and safe place where young people 
can come and skate. Tom will 
take an active role in the running, 
management and development of 
the skate park. The Refresh 2012 
project was established in response 
to the opportunities presented by 
the sailing Olympics. Hayley will 
work in projects involving children 
and young people.

In the South East, Elizabeth will be 
working at Action for Children to 
increase the engagement of young 
Methodists in their campaigning 
work. Natalie will work with young 
people and young adults within 
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the Croydon Methodist Circuit to 
develop the circuit’s community 
outreach work, and Sarah will work 
with the Methodist Chaplaincy at 
Southlands College (Roehampton 
University), to enable students to 
engage with their local community 
in outreach work. 

In the North West, Nutgrove 
Methodist Aided Primary School 
is developing new group work 
and Sam will be delivering a fresh 
relational approach to working with 
conflict resolution in the community 
and school. St. Luke’s Methodist 
Church, Hoylake will be further 
expanding its work, through Jenny, 
with children and youth in the 
community and local schools.

And in the North East, Tadeusz 
is working with Great Lumley 
Methodist Church to provide 
accessible worship, fellowship and 
peer support opportunities especially 
for young people with disabilities. 
Paul is working with Touchstone 
in Bradford, an interfaith project, 

to enable active listening between 
youth and children of different 
ethnic and faith groups. Gail is 
working in the Harrogate Circuit 
helping to provide evangelistic and 
discipleship opportunities through 
engaging with the bible in new and 
exciting ways. Ashley is working 
with young people in the Beverley 
Circuit and Hull University, to 
inform their vocational choices and 
to affirm the relevance of faith in their 
lives, and Imogen will be working 
with North Road Methodist Church 
and Durham University MethSoc 
to develop student work focusing on 
worship, mission and discipleship.

If you would like to find out how your 
church could host an OPP next year 
or for more information visit the 
regional pages in the Well section 
of our website. Some churches 
and districts have funded OPP 
placements themselves. If this is of 
interest to you please contact the 
children and youth team for more 
information.
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resources…

Social Media Guidelines
If you haven’t already come across these, Methodist 
Children and Youth have produced guidelines for using 
social media (e.g. facebook, texting, instant messaging) 
in your work with children and young people. You can 
download this guidance from our website. 

Benefits on 
Both Sides: 
developing 
effective 
children and 
youth work 
projects
This is a brand new resource produced in partnership 
with Amaze, the Association of Christian Youth and 
Children’s Workers, Methodist Children and Youth and 
Active Media Publishing Ltd.

The DVD and workbook are for use by church leadership 
groups or small working groups who are considering the 
options for setting up or developing effective children’s/
youth projects and considering employing children’s/
youth workers as part of the project. 

The seven study sessions are designed to prepare 
and inform the church members and those who will 
be responsible for the management of the worker and 
project.

The topics covered are:
1 introduction to employing a children’s/youth worker
2 setting up the project
3 management groups
4 recruitment and selection
5 induction, supervision, mentoring, appraisal and 

non-management support
6 dealing with conflict
7 personal and interpersonal skills.

The DVD is available from: benefitsonbothsides.org.uk/
theresource.htm

Cost: £17.50 plus £2.00 p&p
If you purchase the DVD with the Amaze Employment 
manual the cost is £30.00 plus p&p.

Prayer Handbook
Each year the Methodist 
Church produces a 
prayer handbook to be 
a source of focus for 
people’s prayer and 
devotional time. The 
prayers are gathered 
from a wide range 
of people, and in 
particular we would 
like to include prayers 
written by children and 
young people. Each 
year there is a theme 
for the handbook, 
and this year we have 
produced a session plan 
and resources for you 
to use with your group 
to help your young 
people explore the theme of ‘peace in a broken world’ 
before writing their prayers. For more information and to 
download the session plan and resources go to: 
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/resources-
workers/downloads-resources-workers/exploring-peace/
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Fighting for RE!

The English Baccalaureate is not itself a qualification but a 
measure of pupils’ performance at grade C or above across a 
range of core subjects. These core subjects currently do not 

include Religious Education. Many people are very concerned about 
this and the impact that it will have on RE as a subject. Already 
GCSE entries for RE have dropped by approximately a third. This 
decision to exclude RE could undermine the entitlement of RE for 
all, devalue the subject and could stop pupils being able to debate 
and understand issues relating to religion, belief and faith. The 
Methodist Conference recently discussed this issue and encouraged 
people to write to MPs regarding their concerns about the status of 
RE in schools. You may like to discuss it with your youth groups and 
encourage your young people or your church to write jointly to the 
local MP. For more information go to www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/
worker/news-worker/re-in-the-curriculum/

Action for Children 
free downloads
In our last newsletter we told you about Action for 
Children’s Neglect Appeal. Action for Children have 
produced resources for the Methodist Church to help 
youth groups explore campaigning and how to get 
involved in the Neglect Appeal. You can download the 
workshop ideas and information from the resources 
section on our website.
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/resources-
workers/action-for-children/neglect-appeal/

We need your Questions!
Methodist Children and Youth are currently working 
with the Bible Society to produce a resource for 
children and young people about the Bible. To help 
us with this, we want to know what questions children 
and young people have about the Bible. It’s very 
simple to get involved, either email or post us a list 
of questions that the children and young people in 
your groups have about the Bible. We have produced 
a downloadable sheet to help you. See the page on our 
website for more info and download: 
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/resources-
workers/downloads-resources-workers/bible-project/

www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
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reviews…

Our first Well ‘Time and Space’ 
Retreat was held in June; a 
retreat dedicated to those who 

work with children and young people. 
Stef Hoyle, a youth worker at Yarm 
Methodist Church, was there and has 
written this review: 

Set in the idyllic and peaceful setting 
of an otherwise bustling Durham city, 
St Anthony’s Priory was the perfect 
place for a retreat that aimed to provide 
time and space for quiet, thoughtful 
reflection. It hoped to allow us the 
opportunity to connect, listen and spend 
time with God.

It was an excellent day that had the 
perfect mix of discussion, participation 
and reflection and was very much 
focused on refreshing and reviving the 

worker’s spirit. The theme of the day was 
‘Never Without a Story’ and allowed us 
to focus on our stories with God. The 
morning was focussed on ‘My Story’ 
and we were invited to think about our 
lives so far and where God was during 
significant events. The exercise was 
introduced through scripture and began 
with half an hour of quiet time to allow us 
to speak to God and reflect on our lives. 
We then moved on to the concept of 
‘Our Story’ together as people who work 
with children and young people. We 
discussed the pleasures and struggles of 
our work. 

After a superb lunch of fruit and soup, 
bread, cheese and homemade biscuits 
and scones (!), the afternoon was 
dedicated to ‘His Story’ and encouraged 
us to spend time reflecting on the 

The first Well Retreat
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stations of the resurrection through 
pictures, scriptures, questions and 
displays placed around the priory.

Finally we ended with communion, 
allowing us further time to reflect on the 
day.

The day was excellent and allowed 
the perfect amount of time to interact, 
discuss and reflect in silence. I went 
away feeling refreshed, focused and 
closer to God. The day was never about 
giving people ideas to take to their 
youth group, but about giving us the 
time to reflect on our lives and work 
with children and young people. Having 
said this, the day did provide us with 

techniques for reflection and prayer that 
we can use for ourselves throughout the 
year. This included receiving a free copy 
of a book based on “Lectio Divina”, a 
contemplative way of reading the Bible. 

So to summarise, the day contained time 
for prayer, reflection, discussion, good 
food and a free book! What was not to 
enjoy! I would thoroughly recommend 
that anyone working with children and 
young people come along to the next 
one!

Our next Time and Space retreat is 
in Lancashire on 21 January. See our 
website for more details.

Cake and Conversation @Greenbelt
It was lovely to see so many of you at our Cake and Conversation gathering at Greenbelt. 
It was a simple get together, sharing ideas and information over some very nice cake. 
We will be holding a similar type event at ‘Youthwork the Conference’ in Eastbourne 
on 19 November. If you are at the conference do come and see us!
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dates for your diary…

New Workers Induction Day
If you have recently started work with children and/or young people in the Methodist 
Church then there is an Induction Day being held on 12 October at Methodist 
Church House in London. See our website for more details. www.childrenandyouth.
org.uk/worker/events-workers/well-training/new-worker-induction-day/

Back to School Conference
Saturday 8 October in York, cost £15. This is a conference to equip and inspire all 
Christians to get involved in schools. The keynote address will be by the Archbishop 
of York, with a range of other high quality speakers from Godly Play UK, Scripture 
Union, Sophia Network and YFC, amongst many others. There is a wide range of 
workshops to choose from which will be of interest to volunteers, workers, ministers, 
those already involved in such work and those just starting out. Well worth a look! 
Visit this website for more details www.yoyotrust.org.uk/backtoschool

Youthwork Summit
Sat 22 October in Manchester. This is an event for volunteers and paid workers. 
It is a chance to hear stories from within the church and beyond, to explore and 
challenge youth culture and be inspired in your work. On the Friday before the 
Summit there will be an Ignatian style retreat led by Mark Yaconelli. For more info 
visit www.youthworksummit.com 

October

November Methodist Children’s and Youth Assembly
4-6 November in Kidderminster. See article above for more information. For 
booking visit www.methodistyouthassembly.org.uk/

YouthWork the Conference
18-20 November in Eastbourne. This weekend conference will see a mixture of 
keynote sessions and seminars to resource, challenge and inspire you in your 
youth ministry. Speakers include Rob Parsons, Nick Shepherd, Jason Gardner and 
Jenny Baker. This year there will be a series of sessions specifically for teenagers 
involved in leading youth ministry. You can also book onto a retreat which is held 24 
hours before the main conference begins. This year ‘The Well’ will be there hosting 
a reception for any Methodists attending the event. For more details visit www.
youthworkconference.co.uk
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If you would like to contact us, please email us  
at childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk 

If this email has been forwarded to you and you  
haven’t yet registered with the Well, please visit  
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker

Contact Us

The Messy Church Weekend
9-11 December at the Hayes Conference Centre in Swanwick. It is for all 
leaders and teams already running a Messy Church. It’s an opportunity to 
be refreshed and re-equipped for Messy ministry! Visit the messy church 
website for more info www.messychurch.org.uk/pages/6239.htm

Fundraising Fair. 
Thursday 10 November in London. Organised by the DSC, this is described 
as being for anyone responsible for fundraising in their organisation. There 
are sessions on applying for grants, creating a fundraising strategy and 
using social media as a marketing tool to raise funds, amongst many others. 
Individual sessions cost as little as £25. Take a look at the programme if you 
have responsibility for raising funds for your project or work. 
www.fundraisingfair.org.uk

Interfaith week
20-26 November.
www.interfaithweek.org/

Anti- bullying week
14-25 November. 
www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/get_involved/anti-bullying_week.aspx

December


