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the well
The NeTwork for MeThodisT ChildreN & YouTh workers summer 2012

Last year’s epic 3Generate saw 
young people between the 
ages of 9 and 23 joining in 

worship, reflection and learning, as 
well as in climbing, assault courses 
and enjoying cutting-edge music 
from the likes of MOBO award-
winning gospel rapper Guvna B. 

This year’s event, taking place from 
16-18 November at Whitemoor 
Lakes in Lichfield, is shaping up 
to be even bigger and better. The 
venue is perfect for young people to 
explore and let their hair down with 
a range of facilities including high 
ropes courses, a zip wire, fencing 
and indoor archery, not to mention 
pristine lakes and acres of national 
forest just next door. 

For those unfamiliar with the event 
(where have you been?), 3Generate 
is the Methodist Church’s Children 
& Youth Assembly. Three separate 
streams cater for a wide age range: 
8-13 year olds (broadened from last 
year), 14-17 year olds, and 18-23 year 

olds. Each stream 
works in a way 
specially suited 
to its age group, 
with discussion, 
sharing and worship, bringing our 
hopes, dreams and reality to God. 
There’ll also be opportunities for 
the streams to come together for 
worship and learning throughout 
the weekend. 

At the heart of 3Generate is a 
commitment to helping young 
Methodists make a difference in 
their church, to one another and to 
the world. Part of that comes simply 
from the opportunity to share, learn 
and worship together, but it’s also 
seen in the formal elections that 
take place for the role of youth 
president and representatives to the 
Methodist Conference and Council. 
Those bringing young people can 
be part of a weekend of training, 
reflection and inspiration designed 
to equip and inspire them in their 
work. 

RA
Gearing up to

So why hesitate? Booking will be  
opening soon; tickets are £80 each 
and include food, accommodation 
and all activities. Some districts are 
subsidising the young people, so 
don’t forget to check what funding 
is possible. See you there? 

For more information see our 
website www.childrenandyouth.
org.uk/worker or email 
childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.
org.uk. 
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news…

In January the OPPs (One 
Programme Participants) went 
to Tajikistan to visit projects 

with which Christian Aid is involved. 
Tajikistan, in central Asia, is the third 
least visited country in the world 
– but it is a completely beautiful 
place with friendly, welcoming 
people! Some of the issues that 
have led to widespread poverty in 
Tajikistan are de-development since 
the fall of the Soviet Union, climate 
change leading to poor crop yields, 
and a lack of a ‘voice’ in social and 
governmental structures.

 Christian Aid partners with 
projects in Tajikistan that work to 
empower the local people through 
creating community groups to 
lobby government, teaching them 
better ways to farm the land and 
cope with climate change, and 
raising understanding of HIV/Aids. 
We were blown away by the work 
of the projects that we visited and 
since our return we’ve been working 
hard in a variety of ways to support 
Christian Aid. 

OPPs have spoken and done 
presentations about Tajikistan and 
Christian Aid in their local areas 
including at churches, youth groups, 
schools, universities, and Brownie 
groups. We have been sharing stories 
of our experience in Tajikistan, 
showing people that the money they 

give and the actions they take for 
Christian Aid really do transform 
lives. We’ve given examples of 
ways that people can get involved: 
through fundraising, prayer and 
speaking out against poverty and 
injustice with campaigns such as 
Trace the Tax and Climate Justice.

We’ve got involved in fundraising 
events, including Live Below the Line. 
This initiative involves living on £1 a 
day for 5 days – like 1.4 billion people 
worldwide do every day, not out of 
choice but because that’s just the 
way it is. The purpose of Live Below 
the Line is not only to raise money, 
but also to help participants begin 
to understand what it is like to live 
in poverty. It amazed me how easy 
it was to slip back into ‘normal life’ 
after Tajikistan. We need to remind 
ourselves regularly of a different 
reality, so that we are inspired to do 
something about it. 

Going to Tajikistan and seeing the 
reality of poverty and the tangible 
difference that charities such as 
Christian Aid make emphasised to 
me the importance of social justice 
and caring for the poor. We really can 
– and should – make a difference to 
the world that we live in, by showing 
love to our neighbours all around 
the world in a real, practical way. 

Hayley Moss
One Programme Participant

OPPortunity in Tajikistan!
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news…

All One? is an exciting event 
for those interested in 
issues of equality, diversity 

and the great stuff that can happen 
when different cultures come 
together to share and to learn. It’s for 
young people (aged 14-18) and their 
leaders/youth workers.

This is an opportunity for young 
people to meet with others involved 
in the Methodist Church and join 
together in discussions of how we 
can better affirm, bring together 
and celebrate the whole people of 
God. Through creative consultation 
and fun activities that encourage 
conversation, we will be looking at 
the question: What could and should 
church look like?

The contribution made by delegates 
at this event will feed into the 

Methodist Belonging Together 
initiative, which rejoices in the richly 
diverse membership of the Church, 
recognises the plural society in 
which we are placed, and encourages 
us to learn from each other and to 
share our gifts and experiences with 
each other.

What could and 
should church 

look like?

All One? will be held in Birmingham 
on Saturday 14 July, from 10.00am to 
3.00pm.

For more information and 
booking contact Lynne: normanl@
methodistchurch.org.uk

Recruitment for 
the 2013/2014 
Youth President

We will soon be beginning our 
search for youth president 

candidates, to be put forward for 
election at the 2012 3Generate 
Children & Youth assembly (which 
will take place from 16-18 November). 
The successful applicant will take up 
their post in September 2013. This is 
a full-time paid position that is open 
to anyone who will be aged 18-23 on 1 

September 2013. The key dates in the 
recruitment process are:
18 June: application process opens.
17 September: deadline for 
applications.
2 October: preliminary interviews.
16-18 November: 3Generate elections.

For more information, contact Lynne: 
normanl@methodistchurch.org.uk

All One?
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”

 Galatians 3:28 (NRSV).

belonging together
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news…

Did you grow up on Partners in 
Learning? Or did you use the material 
as a leader?

Ten years ago, Partners in Learning 
came to an end – and, along with other 
Churches and Christian organisations, 
the Methodist Church invested in 
ROOTS, a new lectionary based resource 
which launched in 2002. (Happy tenth 
birthday, ROOTS!)

The vision was, and still is, to provide 
quality resources for worship and 
learning in faith communities across the 
country – whatever the denomination; 
wherever the venue; whenever the time.
Over the past ten years, ROOTS has 
developed and grown, taking on board 
people’s experiences as they use the 
materials. In the Children and Young 
People magazine, for example, what 
started as separate resources for work 
with children and resources for work 
with young people is now much more 
integrated. ROOTS recognises that 
many groups are mixed-age and need 
materials that provide for a variety of 
needs.

For me the key thing that keeps ROOTS 
fresh each week is the variety of writers 
from across the denominations. This 
provides a range of different voices and 
introduces me to new traditions and 
ideas that I may not have encountered 
otherwise. 

Recently I hosted a ROOTS/Methodist 
Church North West meeting where 
some exciting stories of ROOTS in use 
were told. There was a church using the 
material at midweek children’s clubs 
and inviting the children to come on 
the following Sunday to explore the 
story more. In another church everyone 
– Sunday or mid week, house group or 
youth group – uses ROOTS. Taking on 
board the flexible nature of ROOTS one 
church had adapted the material to fit 
their Messy Church format.

The ROOTS resource, ten years on, 
is vast. There are the two magazines, 
one for adult and all age worship, 
and the other for children and young 
people. Each issue covers two months 
of lectionary readings. Alongside this 
there are web resources to support the 
two magazines, give a weekly response 
to any current events that may happen 
and to provide ideas for celebrating the 
festivals. And then there is the archive 
of resources from all the past ROOTS 
materials. 

A lot has changed in ten years. The 
ROOTS magazines look very different; 
their format is renewed and there is 
much more available online. What 
hasn’t changed is the commitment to 
encouraging, challenging and inspiring 
people to grow in their faith. ROOTS is 
still about encouraging a living faith in 
all people, whatever their age. 

Alison Hulse is a regular writer for 
ROOTS, and a Methodist regional 
training officer based in the Liverpool 
District.

For more information about ROOTS, 
or a free sample copy of ROOTS Adult 
& All Age or ROOTS Children & Young 
People, go to www.rootsontheweb.com, 
or call 0845 680 5317.
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Our Youth President Sam Taylor 
recently visited Ghana. Here, he 
describes some of his experiences...

Before this job, I’d never really 
travelled before – not even in 
the UK! So as you can imagine, 

going off to Ghana for a week was a 
pretty big deal!

It was an amazing place, and some of the 
things we saw will stick with me forever!

We went to the Rafiki Satellite Village; 
a church-funded project that looks 
after about 60 orphans. There are five 
mothers who look after the children, in 
five different houses. They’re building 
a school on the site which will also be 
accessed by the children from the local 
village, and the children are really 
happy!

Rafiki Satellite Village

When you picture an orphanage, this 
is the last image you’d picture! It was a 
beautiful place, with stunning views of 
the landscape, and you could just make 
out the sea in the distance. The mothers 
and the children were all really happy; 
really grateful for what they have. A 
recurring theme from the trip was really 
how grateful and appreciative everyone 

is for what they have. I think that’s a 
massive lesson for us...

We moved on from there to Cape Coast 
and the Cape Coast Castle. Being British 
and being led round a castle that played 
host to so much abuse and torture 
as part of the slave trade was quite an 
uncomfortable place in which to be.

Nzulezu Village

Nzulezu Village was the most incredible 
place I have ever seen. Right in the 
middle of nowhere, built on stilts in the 
middle of a lake, was this tiny village. 
These people have been there for over 
400 years; their lives, heritage and whole 
identity is found in this place. They have 
to travel a couple of hours every day for 
their food and supplies; they have no 
electricity and their homes are as basic 
as they come. But they’re happy and 
content, and really grateful for what God 
has given them.

This trip was a real challenge, but also 
something I will always remember.

You can read about my trip in more 
detail on my blog: 
methodistyouthpres.blogspot.
co.uk/2012/04/ghana.html

Ghana Adventure!

news…

Children from the orphanage
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resources…

Too often, children and young 
people are not encouraged 
to think about their calling 

and gifts until they are much older. 
Often we don’t help young people 
to think about how God wants them 
to serve right now! But children and 
young people are not too young 
to serve God, the Church and the 
community; this indeed is part 
of their discipleship journey. The 
Participate! resource has its roots in 
a belief that people can be disciples, 
serve God and be an active part of 
the church at any age.

Although Participate! is primarily 
a resource book for leaders of 9-14 
year olds, it is also a programme for 
the wider Church to get involved in. 
It contains resources for reflecting 
on the Church’s ministry with 
children and young people, which 
will strengthen a ‘whole church’ 
approach to supporting children 
and young people in their calling to 
be a disciple.

Participate! enables young people 
to explore calling and discipleship, 
through engaging in creative 
and thought-provoking sessions, 
culminating in opportunities to get 
involved practically within the life 
of the Church or community. There 
is an accompanying journal which 
helps the young people to reflect 

upon what they are learning and 
experiencing.

Participate! contains seven sessions 
and accompanying photocopiable 
resources. It is aimed at 9-14 year 
olds and is designed to be used 
with individuals or with small 
or large groups. It is written to 
take different learning styles and 
abilities into account; each session 
contains a variety of activities for 
the leader to choose whichever 
best suits the group. In addition 
there is a planning guide for each 
session to help the leader focus on 
the timings and resources needed 
for each activity. Alongside this, the 
opportunity for the leader to reflect 
on each delivered session will 
encourage reflective practice and 
development. Guidance, forms and 
ideas for the practical experience of 
the ‘Try It’ sessions are also included. 
Leaders will find the resource both 
flexible and accessible.

This resource will have an impact on 
the Church, its leaders and young 
people, enabling and encouraging 
all to participate in God’s call to 
live as disciples. Participate! is 
available now and costs £11.99; 
the accompanying journal costs 
£3.99. For further information, visit  
www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk.

Methodist Children & Youth have a new resource book being published. Read on to find out more...

Participate! – A new resource for 9-14 year olds
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resources…

More than Gold

More than Gold is an organisation that enables 
churches in the UK to engage with the 2012 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games.

More than Gold has produced a number of resources to help 
children and young people engage with the Christian faith 
through the Olympics and sport. Decathlon is a resource book 
that takes young people through some of the essentials of the 
Christian faith via games derived from ten sports. Each session 
of Decathlon provides material for use in assemblies, youth 
group settings or longer holiday club programmes.

On Your Marks is a resource book suitable for children with 
little or no experience of church, as well as those who are already 
part of a church community. It is a flexible programme, which 
provides everything you need to run a holiday club. There is 
also an On Your Marks DVD to accompany this resource. Both 
of these resources are written in partnership with Scripture 
Union. 

More than Gold has also produced support and guidance for 
running a youth cafe linked to the Olympic Games. These 
resources are free to download from their website and include 
information on budgeting, publicity, building a team, job 
descriptions, licensing issues and risk assessments. You can 
find them at www.morethangold.org.uk/outreach/children/
what-is-a-youth-cafe.html

There is a wide range of resources available on the website. It is 
well worth a look! www.morethangold.org.uk 
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dates for your diary…

June

Midlands Well Forum     
If you’re one of the growing number of volunteers and staff working with 
children and young people in Methodist churches and projects, then the 
Well Forums are for you! These events provide a valuable opportunity to 
discuss concerns, issues and needs, whilst allowing space to network and 
share good practice. There will also be the chance to be informed about 
what’s happening locally and nationally, and what resources are available to 
help you in your work.

West Midlands Well Forum 
saturday 16 June, 10.00am-1.00pm

Supported by the Birmingham and  
Wolverhampton & Shrewsbury Districts of the Methodist Church.

Wesley Centre, Wednesbury WS10 9AD.
To book or for more information  

email Lynne: normanl@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Time and Space Well Retreats 
These are opportunities to come together for reflection, inspiration, worship 
and prayer. It’s a space away from the everyday; to think, to talk and to be 
with God.

London 
Saturday 23 June 2012, 10am - 4pm

The London District and Children and Youth Team are running  
a Well Retreat for those that work with children and families. It is  

open to anyone involved, whether volunteer or paid,  
with children’s or family ministry. 

Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR
The cost is £10. Please find the booking form at  

www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/regions-workers/south-east/ 
london-retreat-for-childrens-and-family-workers 

For more information contact Rachel: quinlanr@methodistchurch.org.uk. 

East Midlands 
Saturday 29 September 

Supported by the Nottingham & Derby and  
Lincoln & Grimsby Districts of the Methodist Church.

This is a retreat for all those who work with children and young people. 

Sacrista Prebend Retreat House, 4 Westgate, Southwell, NG25 0JH
For more information contact Lynne: normanl@methodistchurch.org.uk

June

September
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Peak District Participation Roadshow 
A day for all who want to explore how they can help young people contribute to 
and participate in church life. Exploring ways to become enthused, equipped and 
inspired about participation and changing the way things have been done in the 
past. There will be a ‘getting started’ track for those new to participation, covering 
theory, theology, models and ideas. There will also be an advanced track, which will 
be more hands-on and creative for those who have already covered the theory.

saturday 23 June, 10.30am-3.30pm (arrivals and registration from 
10.00am), Bakewell Methodist Church, Matlock Street, Bakewell, DE45 1EL.
For more information, email Carl: doddc@methodistchurch.org.uk

Messy Youth Voice Day 
14 July 2012, 11.00-16.00. 
For young people (11-18) who help at Messy Church, and accompanying adults.  
£5 for ages 18 and under and £10 for over 18s. 

Are you a young helper at Messy Church? Would you like to help Messy Churches 
internationally to be better at welcoming teenagers?

Following the hugely successful Messy Youth Voice Day in London in January, we 
are delighted to run a second such day in the North.

The Methodist Church and BRF’s Messy Church team are co hosting an exciting 
ecumenical day for young people who are or will soon be in leadership roles in 
Messy Church (helping on the craft team, or leading the celebration, for example). 
Designed to give young people the skills to share their ideas and opinions and to 
give church leaders the skills to listen to this age group effectively, as well as to draw 
together the ideas of young and older people as to how Messy Church can meet 
their needs more effectively, this is a day on participation techniques very much 
focused on the Messy Church context. It is open to people from all denominations.

For a report on the last Messy Youth Voice Day, click here: www.messychurch.org.
uk/pages/6750.htm

Booking will be open soon at www.messychurch.org.uk/

June

July
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If this email has been forwarded to you and you haven’t yet registered with the Well, please visit www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker

Our website: www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
Our email: childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk 
Our www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-Children-
Youth/126895266084

Contact Us
We always love to 

hear from you!

Greenbelt, the Christian arts festival, will be 
taking place from 24-27 August at Cheltenham 
Racecourse. Our youth president will be there 
leading some sporting activities. If you are a youth 
worker taking your group to Greenbelt, there are 
pages on their website answering any questions you 
may have. Go to www.greenbelt.org.uk/festival/2012/
youth/information-for-youth-leaders/

August


