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the well
The NeTwork for MeThodisT ChildreN & YouTh workers Autumn 2012
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We’re getting excited…
3Generate is now only a 

couple of months away 
and plans are well underway 
to make 3Generate an action 
packed weekend! For those of you 
unfamiliar with 3Generate, it is our 
annual Children & Youth assembly 
for young people aged 8-23, held 
16-18 November at the Whitemoor 
Lakes Centre. 

There are three age streams running 
throughout the weekend: 8-13, 14-17 
and 18-23. Each stream will have a 
mixture of activities, workshops, 

worship and plenty of time to relax, 
have fun and get to know each other. 
Workshops will enable young people 
to explore and discuss issues such as 
bullying, poverty, relationships and 
being a Christian at school. There 
will also be a chance to visit our 
very own Justice Village! There will 
be opportunities to get involved and 
use the activity equipment at the 
centre, such as the climbing wall and 
high ropes course. It is a fantastic 
weekend so please encourage the 
children and young people at your 
church or project to attend. 

There is also an event running 
alongside 3Generate which is 
specifically for adults who work with 
children and young people. This 
event is called Generate+, and is 
held in a hotel a short distance away 
from the Whitemoor Lakes Centre. 
Generate+ will involve training, 
worship and time to relax and 
network. Those attending Generate+ 
will also be involved in 3Generate 
on the Sunday morning.

All in all, this is an event 
not to be missed! For more 
details see our website www.
childrenandyouth.org.uk/category/
worker/3generate-events/ or to 
book www.childrenandyouth.org.
uk/worker/3generate -events/
booking/3-generate-booking/ 

http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/category/worker/3generate-events/
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/category/worker/3generate-events/
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/category/worker/3generate-events/
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/3generate-events/booking/3-generate-booking/
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/3generate-events/booking/3-generate-booking/
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/3generate-events/booking/3-generate-booking/
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news…
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The Conference discussed how we 
as a Church are moving forward 
and embracing the idea of being 
a discipleship movement shaped 
for mission. The representatives 
(approximately 350), including 
three 3Generate elected young 
people and the Youth President, 
discussed and approved major and 
exciting changes to how we offer 
training, learning and development 
for people in all roles across the 
church from volunteers to ordained 

ministry, recognising that all have 
vital roles to play. This piece of 
work, called Fruitful Field will have 
an impact on everyone involved 
in the training, development and 
formation of the Methodist people. 
More information can be found here
www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-
events/news-releases/church-
announces-major-reconfiguration-
of-training-structures

The Conference also discussed 
and approved our response to the 
changing primary and secondary 
educational landscape, and 
committed to opening more schools 
with a Methodist ethos. More 
information on this can be found 
here: 
www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-
events/news-releases/methodist-
church-plans-to-build-schools-in-
deprived-areas

The Conference discussed ethical 
investment, drones and Fresh 
Expressions. If you are interested 
in these topics, you can find out 
more on the main church website 
www.methodist.org.uk/

What happened 
at the Methodist 

Conference?
The Methodist Conference is the place where the business of 

the Methodist Church is discussed and decisions taken. Read 
a summary below of discussions and decisions from the 2012 

Conference that may be of interest to you as children’s, youth or 
families workers.

http://www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-events/news-releases/church-announces-major-reconfiguration-of-training-structures
http://www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-events/news-releases/church-announces-major-reconfiguration-of-training-structures
http://www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-events/news-releases/church-announces-major-reconfiguration-of-training-structures
http://www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-events/news-releases/church-announces-major-reconfiguration-of-training-structures
http://www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-events/news-releases/methodist-church-plans-to-build-schools-in-deprived-areas
http://www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-events/news-releases/methodist-church-plans-to-build-schools-in-deprived-areas
http://www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-events/news-releases/methodist-church-plans-to-build-schools-in-deprived-areas
http://www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-events/news-releases/methodist-church-plans-to-build-schools-in-deprived-areas
http://www.methodist.org.uk/
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news…

You are the light 
of the world…

Hello! My name’s Hayley 
Moss and I’ve just 
started as the youth 

president 2012/13. I’m 23 years old, 
a Southerner, a Christian, and a big 
fan of my husband, Dr Who, and 
having people round for dinner! I 
especially love seeing children and 
young people learning about and 
connecting with God, being fully 
involved with and excited about 
Church, and impacting the world 
around them.
 
Last year I was an OPP working 
with Refresh 2012, a project in my 
hometown Weymouth & Portland 
using the opportunities for mission 
during the Olympic and Paralympic 
sailing events. It was fantastic year, 
with over 25 Churches working 
together on a wide programme of 
events to show God’s love to visitors 
and the community. I co-led the work 
of the children youth and families 
team which was challenging, a lot of 
fun and very rewarding. 
 
I became a Christian when I was 16 
after reading Matthew 5:14-16 which 
says “You are the light of the world – 
like a city on a hilltop that cannot be 
hidden. No one lights a lamp then 
puts in under a bowl. Instead it is put 
on a table for all to see. In the same 
way, let your light shine before men 
so they will see your good deeds 
and praise your father in heaven.” I 

shared this passage again and again 
(and gave out a lot of glowsticks!) 
at 3Generate last November, where 
the children and young people 
elect a youth president. My heart is 
to inspire and equip children and 
young people to know that they 
can be the light of the world – full-
on disciples of Jesus who have the 
potential and calling to transform 
the world we live in with every day 
actions of love, grace and brilliance. 
 
My role will include visiting groups 
of children and young people across 
the UK, representing the views 
of children and young people at 
meetings including the Methodist 
Council and the Methodist 
Conference, working on projects 
that children and young people 
have chosen including the Street 
Child World Cup, and of course 
involvement in 3Generate, the 
annual Methodist Church Children 
& Youth assembly. 

I feel so blessed to have the 
opportunity to fulfil the role of 
youth president this year. I’ve loved 
getting to know the movement that 
is Methodism, both locally after 
becoming part of my local Methodist 
Church when I got married just over 
a year ago, and nationally in my 
OPP role, and am full of excitement 
and anticipation for all God will do 
in this year ahead. 

Our new 
youth 

president! 
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news…

One Programme

On Friday 31 August, 15 
young people gathered to 
celebrate the completion 

of their year on the Methodist 
One Programme. During this time 
they looked back at some of their 
experiences and we shared in some 
of what they had been doing. Then 
commencing on 1 September, 17 
new young people started a year-
long placement as part of the One 
Programme. The map illustrates 
their different locations. The OPPs 
(One Programme Participants) 
will be involved in a wide variety 
of work with projects, churches 
and schools across the Methodist 
Connexion.

For more information about what 
they’ll be up to, please click on the 
map.

http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/regions-workers/new-one-programme-participants/


5

news…

Your Church is invited 
to join thousands of 
Methodist congregations 

around Britain in celebrating the 
achievements of the Mission in 
Britain Fund and raising funds for 
grant making in the year ahead. The 
Mission in Britain Fund supports 
projects around the connexion, 
many of which work with children 
and young people. One such 
project supported by a grant from 
the Mission in Britain Fund is 
the Shackles Off Youth Project 
in Cumbria. You can read more 
about this project on the Methodist 
Church website www.methodist.
org.uk/mission/mission-in-britain/
mission-in-britain-report

Your Church will be able to access 
an all age service designed to be 
used on the first Sunday in Advent 
as well as fundraising resources to 
promote the importance of Mission 
in Britain. Put Advent Sunday – 2 
December – in your church diary 
today! To register an interest in 
the offering and be one of the first 
to receive details of the Advent 
Offering service please email 
missionfunding@methodistchurch.
org.uk or telephone 01733 235 962

Advent 
Campaign

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/mission-in-britain/mission-in-britain-report
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/mission-in-britain/mission-in-britain-report
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/mission-in-britain/mission-in-britain-report
mailto:missionfunding@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:missionfunding@methodistchurch.org.uk
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resources…

The Good Artist

This small and colourful, creatively 
illustrated book tells the Christian 

story in a simple and engaging way. 
There is a DVD and a PowerPoint 
presentation that can be used alongside 
the book. It is ideal for primary school 
age children and is a useful tool to 
introduce the Christian story to children 
who have no experience of Church.  
www.thegoodartist.co.uk

Creating Space

Creating Space for Children and Young People 
to Think as, Talk as and Be Disciples is a 

resource which has practical sessions, ideas and 
theory to reflect and challenge the whole Church 
to ‘create space’ to enable spiritual and faith 
development of children and young people. It can 
be used as training material for volunteers involved 
in children’s and youth ministry or by Church 
leadership to develop a strategy for children’s and 
youth ministry. Or it could be used by the whole 
Church in an all age context. Download it free from 
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/resources-
workers/new-methodist-resource/ 

New Children’s Ministry Magazine

This long awaited magazine is full of ideas, 
resources and guidance for those involved 

in delivering Christian children’s ministry. It has a good 
balance of practical ideas and theory to inform and develop 
practice as well as plenty of information on events and new resources. 

In its first edition in July there were a wide range of articles to suit all tastes and contexts. There 
were features by theologian and children’s ministry specialist Ivy Beckwith, urging Churches 
to approach children’s ministry in a new way. Storyteller Bob Hartman offered practical advice 
on how to bring stories to life in our children’s ministry. New Wine’s Simon Parry offered 
ideas on creating worship experiences for under-fives. Ian White from Cliff College children’s 
ministry course explored ways to engage with the Bible.

Alongside such articles there are regular contributions from Lucy Moore (Messy Church) as 
well as all-age service ideas and many more practical ideas for resourcing children’s ministry 
week by week. To find out more and how to subscribe, go to childrenswork.co.uk/main/

http://www.thegoodartist.co.uk
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/resources-workers/new-methodist-resource/
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/resources-workers/new-methodist-resource/
http://childrenswork.co.uk/main/
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resources…

Participate! 
Helping young 
people explore 

discipleship 
and vocation 

Read a review by  
the Rev Andy Moffoot  

of our new resource book 
Participate! 

Andy is currently a  
circuit minister in the 
Southampton District.

Turning the phrase “Young 
people are the church of today, 

not just tomorrow” into a reality 
is easier said than done. It’s not 
just a one-off project. It takes more 
than including young people on a 
rota or inviting them to a meeting 
where they dramatically reduce the 
average age. It requires the whole 
church to participate in creating 
an environment where young 
people can begin to recognise and 
explore their gifts and have the 
confidence to express, and have 
them affirmed, and sometimes 
not get things right, in a safe and 
supportive environment. All this is 
part of Christian discipleship and 
vocation for young people and the 
whole church both in the church 
and community context.

Participate! is a resource that 
really can offer young people, 
churches and their communities, 
the opportunity to make this 
journey together. Divided into 
seven sessions, Participate explores 
issues of personal and communal 
identity, how God relates to us both 
as individuals and corporately and 
how we can find ourselves and our 
place within community as we grow 
and express ourselves as followers 
of Jesus.

The book comes with many of the 
resources you will need to prepare for 
the sessions and an accompanying 

Participate journal for young people 
to record their personal thoughts, 
feelings and ideas so that beyond 
the group sessions the reflection, 
thinking and growing continues.

Participate is not just theory, 
throughout the session there are 
opportunities and challenges to 
relate ideas and discussion to real 
communities, both within and 
outside the church, culminating in a 
placement where young people can 
“try it” in practice. 

The whole journey can be 
transformative for those who 
participate, and that’s not just the 
young people, it can be the leaders, 
placement supervisors, parents, and 
the whole church.

If you, your church, and young 
people want to take seriously 
God’s call for us to be a nurturing 
community where we support one 
another’s discipleship and explore 
our vocation, then get hold of a copy 
of Participate! It is a well thought 
through resource prepared by 
those who have years of experience 
of youthwork in a church and 
community context.

Participate! by Meg Prowting, Penny 
Fuller and Mike Seaton. Published 
by BRF priced £11.99. Available 
to order from www.brfonline.org.
uk/9781841018546/ 

http://www.brfonline.org.uk/9781841018546/
http://www.brfonline.org.uk/9781841018546/
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reviews…

Every year Cliff College in Derbyshire has a festival. It’s been going on for 
years but in the last two years the youth and children’s programmes have 
really grown. These take place in special tents called Awesome for the 
children and Pulse for the youth. 

This year we camped with a group from our church. The weather wasn’t great 
but that didn’t matter because there was so much to do. If you were up early 
enough then there was a morning Bible study at Pulse. In the afternoons 
there was a leadership programme run by Urban Saints or talks from people 
like Bebe Vox who spoke about self image issues. If you fancied something 
even more adventurous in the afternoons then there was Pulse Active. We 
went mountain biking and rock climbing up the rocks of the cliff itself.

In the evening we had our own worship service at which there was nearly 
200 young people. It was good to hear the stories of some of the students 
from Cliff. The music was lively and the speakers were really able to connect 
with us. If you had any energy after all that then it was bands or DJs until 
11pm. A chill out zone ran until 2am if you wanted to hang out or watch a 
film. We never quite made it that far.

Next year’s festival is on 24-27 May and under 18s are free! We will definitely 
be going back.

Jasmine and rhoda (aged 15 and 13)

For information about next year’s Festival, see  
www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/page/festival 

Cliff Festival
Read about cliff Festival  

from two young people  
who attended this year...

CLIFF
FESTIVAL
2013

Exploring what it means to 
follow Jesus, both within 
and beyond the church…

24-27 May 2013

http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/page/festival
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beautiful place with an amazing 
message, generated by people who 
are strong in their faith.

One of the most surreal moments 
was in Ramallah, the de facto capital 
of the West Bank. In the centre of 
Ramallah, a tent had been erected 
in solidarity with the Palestinian 
prisoners who were at the time on 
hunger strike for basic rights, the 
leaders of whom were on their 74th 
day without food on the day we 
were there. The tent was a sensory 
overload; music interspersed with 
passionate speeches blared out 
over a tinny tannoy. We were lucky 
enough to hear the stories of some 
of the prisoners from their mothers, 
via one of our party who spoke fluent 
Arabic. A few days later, we heard 
news that the Israeli Government 
had agreed to the demands, and the 
strike had ended.

We also did some more traditional 
pilgrimage things: visiting biblical 
sites such as Gethsemane, Calvary, 
and the Church of the Nativity, but 
to me that was very much secondary 
to meeting the living stones of the 
Holy Land; the people, both Israeli 
and Palestinian, who are working 
to bring God’s love, peace and 
reconciliation to a broken land.

I had studied International Politics, 
so had a grasp of the politics, 
statistics and dates. But actually 
going to Palestine, going to places 

reviews…

My Holy Land 
Experience 

Matt Collins was part of a 
group of young people who 

went to the Holy Land. Here 
are his thoughts on his trip...

In May this year, a group of 
Methodist young people went 
out to Palestine and Israel 

on an ‘alternative pilgrimage’ to 
experience life in the Holy Land so 
that they could create a resource for 
youth groups to help understand 
some of the issues affecting the 
region. I was lucky enough to be 
part of that group.

We were based in Bethlehem, in the 
West Bank. One of the main purposes 
of our visit was to meet as many 
people as possible. We had meetings 
with various groups working for 
peace and reconciliation from 
both sides; Palestinian and Israeli, 
Jewish, Muslim and Christian. All 
of these groups were very inspiring. 
We spent time at the Tent of 
Nations, a farm in the West Bank. 
The family that owns it has been 
involved in a 21-year-long, and still 
unresolved, legal battle to prevent 
the seizure of their land by Israeli 
settlers, but the farm has become a 
centre for peaceful resistance and 
non-violence training. It’s such a 
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reviews…

In the Midlands region this year 
we have piloted a new initiative of 
the Well Network by running two 
Forum events for those who work 
with children and young people. 
The first was held in Newark in May 
and the second in Wednesbury 
in June. The events included 
discussions around participation, 
resources, working in different 
communities and good practice. 
Both days were well attended – the 
Newark event especially so – and 
the feedback received from both 
volunteer and paid workers alike 
was extremely positive. Here are 
a couple of quotes from those who 
attended the Wednesbury Forum:

“I really enjoyed the Forum. It’s 
great to meet other workers who 

are in your situation and are able 
to give help and advice on certain 
issues.”

“Very valuable – definitely do this 
again! It helps to sharpen your 
thinking as a worker and is re-
inspiring.”

We would love to repeat these 
events in the Midlands to build on 
the discussions, as well as hosting 
similar events in places across 
the Connexion. Please keep your 
eye on the regional pages of the 
Children & Youth website or speak 
to your local participation project 
manager for more information. 

Dates for future Well Forums are 
listed in the Diary Dates section.

Jesus had been and meeting such amazing people made it so much more 
special for me. 

This is just a tiny aspect of what we did, saw, experienced and learned. 
I’ve not even mentioned our morning in Hebron, or our time with ICAHD 
learning about house demolitions. I have also barely scratched the surface, 
but want to say that I try my best not to come down on one side or the other: 
I’m not pro-Palestinian, or pro-Israeli. I aim to be pro-justice and pro-peace. 
And I want to finish this with two words that were painted in huge letters 
across a section of the wall in Bethlehem: “LOVE WINS”.

So Forum 
So Good!
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dates for your diary…

New Worker Induction Day
Have you recently started work with the Methodist Church, in a role working 
with children or young people? Would you like to meet others in a similar 
position and find out more about the Methodist Church and its wider work 
with children and young people? If so, you may be interested in our New 
Worker Induction Day. Our next induction day will be held on 16 october 
at Methodist Church House in London. If you want to register your interest 
please email us at childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk

Conference in Scotland 
saturday 27 october, 10.30am-3.30pm
Nurturing Children and Young People – a conference for Methodist people in 
Scotland will take place in Dunblane Cathedral Halls.

Workshops and key note sessions will include:
 how to create a context where children and young people can feel safe, 

learn and grow 
 participation ideas for children and young people 
 how to engage effectively with children and young people in the 

community 
 an exploration of how to be authentic when ‘talking of God’ with children 

and young people.

In addition to the workshops and a keynote session by Fiona Williams, a 
chartered educational psychologist, focusing on the value of care and welcome 
in relation to the developmental needs of children and young people, a lunch 
time arts and crafts ideas and resources session will also be provided.

To book your place at the conference please contact Fiona Inglis at the district 
office, telephone 01786 820295 or email fiona@methodistchurch.plus.com

October

mailto:childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:fiona@methodistchurch.plus.com
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Question of Sport 
Tuesday 30 october 2012, 10.30am-3.30pm 
Our second Sports Consultation event will be at Old Trafford, Manchester 
United FC. It’s an exciting day for young people (8-23 years) interested in sport 
and their leaders/youth workers. An opportunity to meet with other children 
and young people involved in The Methodist Church with a passion for 
sport. Contribute to workshops that will influence the direction of future work 
through sport in the Church. Be inspired by stories of young people making a 
difference through sport in their local communities, national and international 
initiatives. The cost is £10/person and includes lunch/tour. There are only 100 
spaces, so get booked in soon!

Book online: bit.ly/LBeIc3  Download a copy of the flyer: 
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Question-of-Sport-A6-Old-
Trafford.pdf 

The Well CORE Skills Training
The aims of this training course are:

 To provide an introduction to children’s and youth work.
 To inspire and support the development of work with children, families 

and young people to explore the issues of faith, spirituality, challenging 
behavior, pastoral awareness.

 To provide an opportunity to participate and experience messy church.
 For young people to understand their unique and valuable contribution as 

a young leader 

saturday 3 November, 9am-4:30pm at United Church of St Michael: 
1 Severn Road, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL52 5QA
For more information telephone 01684 593465 or email 
michael.jebson@btopenworld.com

3Generate: Children’s and Youth Assembly 
16-18 November at whitemoor lakes Centre, lichfield. 
Open to 8-23 year olds. Cost £80.  To book, email www.3Generate.org.uk 
(for more information, see article on page 1)

November

RA

http://bit.ly/LBeIc3
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Question-of-Sport-A6-Old-Trafford.pdf
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Question-of-Sport-A6-Old-Trafford.pdf
mailto:michael.jebson@btopenworld.com
http://www.3Generate.org.uk
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Youthwork the Conference 
23-25 November
This conference is aimed at giving youth workers a space for encouragement, 
fresh vision, resources, Bible teaching and a chance to meet others in a similar 
position. The theme of this year’s conference, held in Eastbourne, is Lumen 
Shine Brighter. Our very own Jude Levermore will be giving a keynote address 
on youth ministry for an emerging Christianity. There is a retreat day held 24 
hours before the main conference starts. For more details see their website:  
www.youthworkconference.co.uk 

Time and Space Retreats
For those working with children and young people.

saturday 26 January 2013
Save the date! There will be a Well Time and Space Retreat in the North West. 
Venue: Loyola Hall, Rainhill.

Connecting Disciples Conference
4-7 March 2013

January
2013

March
The next Connecting Disciples 
conference for Methodist Lay 
Employees and Children’s and 
Youth Workers will take place at 
High Leigh Conference Centre, 
Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire.

It will contain Bible studies, 
worship, workshops relating to your 
role and a space to network with 
others. There will be a dedicated 
stream for children’s and youth 
workers with a keynote address 
by Dr Rebecca Nye, author of 
Children’s Spirituality.

“A mountain-top experience, just 
what many of us needed!”

For more information please visit 
the website: www.methodist.org.uk/
connectingdisciples or if you need 
to contact us about it please email: 
D&MConference@methodistchurch.
org.uk

On-line booking will open in the 
autumn of 2012 with programme 
information being supplied at the 
same time.

http://www.youthworkconference.co.uk
http://www.methodist.org.uk/connectingdisciples
http://www.methodist.org.uk/connectingdisciples
mailto:D&MConference@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:D&MConference@methodistchurch.org.uk
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If this email has been forwarded to you and you haven’t yet registered with the Well, please visit www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker

Our website: www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
Our email: childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk 
Our www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-Children-
Youth/126895266084

Contact Us
We always love to 

hear from you!

These are an opportunity for those who work with children, youth 
or families to get together to discuss issues, share ideas and keep 
informed and resourced. See below for dates of Well Forums:

Newcastle District
Mon 15 october 2012, 7-9pm or Tues 23 october, 1-3pm

Sheffield District
Tues 2 october 2012, 10am-3pm or Mon 22 April 2013, 6-9pm

Darlington District
wed 17 october 2012, 1-3pm or 7-9pm

West Yorkshire District
Tues 16 october 2012, 10-3pm

For more info on any of the above, please email  
John Boyd boydj@methodistchurch.org.uk 

North West Region
Thurs 4 october 2012 11 -2.30pm

For more details, contact Carl Dodd doddc@methodistchurch.org.uk 

http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
mailto:childrenandyouth%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-Children-Youth/126895266084
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-Children-Youth/126895266084
mailto:boydj@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:doddc@methodistchurch.org.uk

